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AGAM-P  (M)  (25  Jul  68  FOR  OT  RD  682179 


14  Augu.st  1968 


SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  -  Lessons  Learned,  Headquarters,  5th 
SFG,  1st  Special  Forces,  Period  Ending  30  April  1968  (U) 

>’  '  v  .  ■  >  ■■  "lien  nffccllns  fhr;  TatlonTiX 


SEE  DISTRIBUTION 


1.  r. 


1.  Subject  report  is  forwarded  for  review  and  evaluation  in  accordance 
with  paragraph  5b,  AR  525-15.  Evaluations  and  corrective  actions  should 
be  reported  to  ACSFOR  OT  RD,  Operational  Reports  Branch,  within  90  days 
of  receipt  of  covering  letter. 


2.  Information  contained  in  this  report  is  provided  to  insure  appro¬ 
priate  benefits  In  the  future  from  lessons  learned  during  current 
operations  and  may  be  adapted  for  use  in  developing  training  material. 
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DEPARTMarr  of  tie  Aim 
HEADQUARTERS 

5th  special  forces  group  CMRBORUE),  iST  SrECIAL  FORCES 

APO  San  Francisco  962I4O 


AVGB-C  15  May  I968 

SUBJECTi  Operational  Report  of  5th  Special  Forcos  Group  (Abn)  for  Period 
Ending  30  April  1968,  RCS  aSFOR-65(RI)  (U) 


THRUs  Comnanding  Gonoral,  United  States  Army,  Vietnam, 
ATTNs  ATOGC-DST,  APO  San  Francisco  96375 
Gommandar-in-Chief ,  United  States  Army  Pacific 
APO  San  Francisco  96558 


TOs  Assistant  Chief  of  Staff  for  Force  Development 

Department  of  the  Army 
Washington,  D,  G,,  20310 


1,  (S)  Section  1,  Operations:  Significant  Act1\’d.ti.es, 

^(S)G  eneralo  At  the  beginning  of  the  reporting  period,  largo  scale  ensn^y 
attacks  on  major  installations  and  cities  were  still  in  progi'ess  thmughout 
the  Republic  of  Vietnam.  As  a  result  of  the  Tet  offensive.  Civilian  Irregular 
Defense  Group  (CIDG)  forces  assun\ed  new  missions,  construction  projects  In 
progress  were  delayed,  new  con  tmetion  was  necessitated,  elans  to  relocate 
open,  close,  and  convert  camns  wars  deferred  or  cancelled  and  thousands  of 
refugees  were  assisted,  A  more  detailed  summary  CIDG  activities  during  thf 
Tet  offensive  is  given  in  paragraph  lc(6)  of  this  report.  However,  the  most 
significani.  sinf^lo  action  during  the  nuarter  occurred  at  Biecial  Forces  camp 
l-ang  Vei,  (See  inclosuror.  5,6,7,i«nd  8).  Ihe  large  scale  attack  that  had 
been  expected  occurred  on  7  -soruary  when  a  combined  armor  and  infantry/' 
attack  overran  the  camp. ,  The  attack  marked  the  first  tactical  utilization 
of  tanks  by  the  enemy  in  South  Vietnam, 

(l][  lOperations.  Largely,  as  a -result  of  the  Tot  offensive,  operations 
and  results  increased  during  the  quarter  as  compared  to  the  previous  period, 

A  total  of  l4,fi08  coTiipany  size  operations  were  conducted  during  the  auarter, 

A  total  of  2U92  enemy  were  killed  as  compared  to  20Ul  killed  during  the 
previous  reporting  period  and  the  number  captured  increased  from  228  to  h57. 
Although  operations  and  enony  casualties  increased,  the  number  of  USASF 
killed  experienced  a  significant  decrease  from  37  to  17,  CIDG  casualtiss 
reinainod  approximately  the  same.  The  statistical  data  -found  at  inclosure  2 
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offers  complete  infomntion  on  the  operations  conducted  and  the  results 
obtained  dur.v^jfe  ono  qiiartcr,  . 

(2)  Changes  in  Status  of  CIDC  Camps, 

(a)  The  Special  Forces  camp  at  Lang  Vei  war.  cloaod  on  7  February  as  a 
result  of  being  overrun .  "etachment  on  Fhuoc  Quoc  Island  was  closed 

on  20  March, 


(b)  The  camp  on  Phuoc  Duoc  Island  (A-Jild)  which  formerly  contained  tha 
H;  CTZ  Trainin''  Center, commenced  to  convert  to  RF  follou'ng  the  relocation  of 
the  training  center  to  To  Chau  on  10  March.  The  conversion  is  expected  to  be 
complotod  on  15  June  I968, 

(c)  Two  CIDG  camps  vjere  opened  during  the  reporting  period,  Katujii  (A-322) 
on  21  February,  and  Thanh  Tri  (A-lJ.lt)  on  l5  March,  The  assets  from  Frek  Kick 
were  redeployed  to  Katum  and  the  assets  from  Moc  Ho.a  war*  rodeoloyed  to 

Thanh  Tri. 


(3)  Training,  As  a  result  of  the  armor  attack  on  Long  Vei,  special 
emphasis  was  placed  on  training  the  CIDG  in  the  utilization  of  anti-tank 
Vfeapons.  T’le  recent  increased  emphasis  on  training  activities  is  reflected 
hy  the  appearance  of  separate  articles  on  the  Rocondo  Gchool  and  the  ITJSF 
Training  Center  in  the  April  issue  of  tha  Green  Berot  Magazine  (See  inclosure  9)» 


(1*)  A  Special  Report,  the  Development  of  the  CIDG  Program,  196h  -  1968  (U) 
\(a3  pvepar'  a  during  the  quarter  and  is  contained  at  Inclosm*®  4, 
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b,S)Intelligence , 

(1)  As  a  direct  result  of  tactical  oporations  and  population  control 
id. thin  Nha  'frang  city,  the  G-2  Section,  VNSF,  became  overcrowded  with  both 
prisoriei-o  and  detalneBs  duririp  the  first  two  days  of  the  Tet  offensive  in 
January  and  February  1968„  Detention  facilities  were  not  available  at  either 
VNSF  or  USASF  areas;  Khanh  Hoa  Sector  Headquarters,  whore  prisoners  are 
normally  transferred,  had  ceased  operation;  most  police,  intelligence  and 
support  activities  othe*-  than  UGASF,  VNSF  and  the  RVN  National  Police  were 
functioning  marginally  or  had  ceased  operation  and  proper  Interrogations 
were  iirtpossible  to  conduct  in  the  overcrowded  Vhok  Headquarters.  USASF 
Counterintelligence  personnel  obtained  the  Provincial  Interrogatiop  Center  for 
the  incarceration  of  the  prisoners,  funding  support  from  MACCORDS  for  the 
Center's  added  logistical  needs,  and  additional  interrogators  from  the  55th 
MTD^  MionOFTK  and  Cl  Branch  assets.  The  removal  of  the  prisoners  and  detainees 
from  the  G-2  Section,  VNSF  allowed  tha.t  section  to  return  to  normal  operations, 
allowed  first  priority  access  to  key  prisoners  by  USASF  and  VNSF,  and  provided 
expeditious  interrogation  bv  using  nmerous  teams  from  the  various  agencies, 
Pralifflinary  Interrogation  Reports  were  made  Immediately  available  to  USASF, 

VNSF  and  National  Police,  The  transfer  would  have  not  been  possible 
without  the  complete  cooper-atlon  and  assistance  of  the  Khanh  Hoa  Province  ICEX 
Ccmnittee  Chairman,  who  has  stated  that  the  transfer  was  instrumental  In 
enabllhg  the  National  Police  to  apprehend  numerous  terrorist  and  infrastructure 
personalities  during  this  period, 

(2)  In  cooperation  with  the  newly  created  Special  Oporationa  Section  of 
the  G-2,  VNSF,  the  Cl  Branch  has  Initiated  bilateral  operations  against  the 
local  VC  infrastructure,  Khanh  Hoa  Province.  To  date,  the  VNSF  have  b«»n  able 
to  recruit  two  infrastructure  members.  An  adequate  msuber  of  agent  personnel 
have  been  recruited  to  initiate  an  early  warning  system  around  Nha  Trang  city 
as  soon  as  communications  equipment  can  be  procured, 

(3)  Project  Gamma. 

(a)  The  control  element  for  Project  GamrM,  previously  referred  to  as 
Detacbanont  B-57,  relocated  from  Salgoi  to  the  SFOB  in  Nha  Traug  on  28  February, 
The  chasge  in  unit  designation  was  effoctive  on  1  April.  The  unit's  nission 

to  act  as  a  collection  element  in  support  of  Project  Nantucket  resiained 
unchanged. 

(b)  Project  Gamma  presently  op>erates  with  I8  personnel  from  camps  Due 
Cn  and  Due  Dap  in  II  CTZ,  Bu  Dop,  Doc  Ninh,  Thien  Ngon,  Tay  Hinh  and  Due  Hue, 
in  III  CTZj,  Hoc  Hoa,  and  Cnau  Doc  in  Ti'  CTZ, 

(o)  Because  of  an  acuta  shortage  of  p>ersonnel  which  expected  to 
become  critical  by  June,  operations  by  Project  Gamma  are  scheduled  to  be 
terminated  at  Thien  Ngon,  Due  Hue,  and  Moc  Hoa,  The  personnel  assets  from 
these  sites  will  be  transferred  to  Due  Co,  Due  Dap,  and  Doc  Ninh, 
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( 1* X^^Enjimary  of  Eneiw  Antlylty  by  Corps  Tactical  Zone, 

last  reporting  period,  approximately  20,000 
enemy  troops  were  massed  in  NW  Quang  Tr'i  Province  and  large  scale  attacks  against 
Special  Forces  Caiap  Lang  Vei,  Detachment  A-101,  and  the  lOie  Sanh  combat  base 
were  anticipated  at  any  time.  Ihe  anticipated  attack  became  a  reality  on  7 
February  when  camp  Lang  Vel  was  overrun  by  a  ground  attack  spearheaded  by 
approximately  12  tanks,  saie  of  which  were  ldentl‘'iftd  as  Soviet  PT-76  aiaphibioua 
models.  At  the  close  of  the  Tet  offensive,  enemy  units  withdrew  into  normally 
secure  areas  to  regroup,  resupply,  and  receive  replacements;  The  enemy  inoreassd 
efforts  to  improve  and  construct  new  lines  of  communications  in  the  Ashau  Valley 
and  south  of  Special  Forces  camp  Kham  Due,  Detachment  A_lo5.  Over  these  routes 
the  eneny  introduced  a  significant  amount  of  sophisticated  weapons  and  equipment 
into  I  CTZ„  During  this  period  of  replenishing  bis  forces,  the  enen^j'-  attemptecj 
to  avoid  contact  with  friendly  units,  Eneiry  activity  in  Special  Forces  TAOH's 
consisted  of  unit  movement  along  infiltration  routes;  however,  very  few  large 
units  remained  within  the  TAOR^'-s  for  any  long  periods  of  time.  By  early  April, 
only  an  estimated  four  combat  effective  enemy  battaliojis  remained  in  the  vicinity 
of  Kha  Sanh  as  the  majority  gf  the  325C  and  30bth  NVA  Divisions  withdrew  into 
1*08  in  front  of  the  sweep  operation  conducted  by  elements  of  the  1st  Air 
Cavalry  Di.vl3ion,  By  the  end  of  April,  as  a  result  of  the  buildup  of  enemy 
forces  near  FWMAF  key  installations,  indications  were  that  another  general 
offensive  was  soon  to  be  launched.  Taxation  of  the  local  populace  for  rice 
increased  and  there  was  a  rise  in  propaganda  incidents  directed  against  GVN 
contrqlled  areas,  ARVIi  military  families  and  Special  Forces  camps.  The 
presence  of  the  31st  NVA  Regiment  near  Thuong  Due  (A-IO9),  the  2nd  NVA  Division 
command  post  and  the  3»'d  Regiment,  2nd  NVA  Division  near  Kham  (A-105),  and 
the  Ist  (and  possibly  the  2l3t)  NVA  x-aglments  near  Tien  Phuoc  (A-102)  posed 
serious  threats  to  the  three  camps  as  the  quarter  ended, 

11_CT2,  During  the  Tet  offensive,  the'  enemy  concentrated  his  combat 
uriics  around  the” provincial  capitals  and  population  centers  of  II  CTZ.  Whenever 
possible,  the  enemy  employed  local  force  and  main  force  units  as  the  initial 
entry  element;  major  NVA  units  were  used  as  reinforcing  and  blocking  elements 
and  in  many  cases  did  not  engage  in  offensive  activity.  During  this  offensive, 
the  enemy  made  a  serious  error  in  Judgment  In  expecting  the  civilian  population 
to  rally  to  the  cause  of  the  VC,  In  almost  every  city  in  which  VC/NVA  gained 
temporary  control,  civilian  support  was  almost  non>-exi3tent,  and  in  all  cases 
the  enqmy  suffered  heavy  losses.  Enemy  activity  around  Gpecial.  Forces  camps 
during  the  Tet  offensive  was  at  a  minimum.  This  enabled  many  camp  strike  force 
unite  to  be  released  for  clearing  operations  in  the  cities.  Camp  Strike  Force 
and  Mobile  Strike  Force  units  were  cieployed  to  the  provincial  capitals  of 
Kontum,  Plolku,  Ban  Me  Thuot,.  Qui  Nhen,  Nha  Trang,  Dalat  and  Phan  Thiet, 

Despite  the  fact  that  none  of  these  troops  had  received  training  in  house-to- 
house  fighting,  tne  CIDO  performed  in  an  outstanding  manner.  Following  the 
Tet  offensive,  enemy  units  employed  attacks  by  fire  in  order  to  effect  an 
orderly  withdraw! ,  For  the  most  part,  local  force  and  main  force  VC  units 
suffered  the  heaviest  losses  in  personnel  while  NVA  units  suffered  heavy  losses 
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in  supplies  and  materiai„  In  the  western  highlands,  the  enemy  coneentreted 
his  efforts  on  logistics  and  construcplon.  Reports  of  road  building  began 
to  Increase  and  by  late  March  it  was  apparent  that  the  enemy  was  capable  of 
deploying  along  an  hVA  road  network  that  extended  out  of  the  trl-bnrdsr  area 
6.3  far  east  as  camp  Polel  Rleng  and  as  far  south  as  the  low.-r  Pl.e!  Trap  Valley» 
From  early  February  to  mid  March,  SF  caiiip  Bon  Het  was  the  target  of  almost 
contlnious  mortar  and  rocket  attacks,  however,  construction  of  the  new  3F  camp 
continued  and  by  late  March  enemy  units  began  to  withdraw  from  the  areas  The 
enemy  attempted  to  Isolate  the  major  population  centers  of  western  TI  OT?:  by- 
encircling  the  cities  and  interdicting  lines  of  communication.  Attacks  by 
fire  became  a  .standard  tactic  vrith  the  probable  objective  of  strangulating  the 
economy  in  the  urban  areas  and  thereby  raising  prices  and  dis.sffecting  the 
population  from  the  GW„  The  enemy's  continued  presence  around  popvlation 
centers,  however,  m.ade  his  base  camps  vulnerable  to  friendly  atrstrikes  and 
sweep  operations.  By  late  March,  most  major  NVA  units  were  forced  to  withdraw 
to  more  secure  base  areas o  Enemy  units  in  the  coastal  provinces  suffered  heavy 
losses  during  the  Tet  offensive.  Infiltration  of  personnel  and  supplies  to 
these  units  continued  with  high  priority  going  to  elements  of  the  NT-3  MVA 
Bivlsionq  By  late  April  main  force  and  local  •''orce  units  were  back  up  to 
pre-Tot  strength  levolSo  Following  the  Tet  offensive,  there  was  a  major 
reorganisation  of  the  B--3  front  as  evidenced  by  the  mo-'emevip  of  the  32nd  NVA 
regiment  into  Darlac  Province,  the  iaifllt’'ation  of  a  now  regiment  into  the 
western  highlands,  and  numerous  reports  of  change  of  ccmufind  in  other  NVA  unitsc 
At  the  present  time,  all  NVA  units  cont-’nue  to  avoid  major  contact  while 
regrouping  and  resupplying  for  a  possible  second  offensive  in  II  CTZ„  At  the 
end  of  the  r-sporting  period,  SF  camps  Bon  Het,  Dak  To,  Dak  Pek,  Polel  Kleng, 
and  Due  Lap  were  under  threat  of  attacks  varyin"  in  Inten.slty  from  harassment 
attacks  by  fire  to  large  scale  attacks  by  multi-regiment  enemy  forces, 

(t'  III  CTZ^  At  the  close  of  the  Tet  offensive  enemy  units  were 
concentrated  in  the  central  areas  of  the  Corps  and  away  from  the  SF  camps 
which  are  located  along  the  boi-der.  The  enemy  forces  sustained  heavy  casualties 
during  and  immediately  following  Tet  when  allied  units  began  conducting 
extensive  sweep  operations.  The  VC/NVa  withdrew  to  locations  north  of  the 
capital  military  district  and  avoided  all  possible  contact  in  attempts  to 
regroup  and  refit  his  units.  The  failure  of  the  Vietnamese  populace  to  come 
to  the  aid  of  the  Viet  Cong  forced  the  enemy  to  rely  upon  the  infiltration  of 
supplies  and  personnel.  Enemy  forces  then  fcllov.-ed  a  policy  of  trying  to 
isolate  allied  base  camp.s  and  CIDG  camps  by  intensifying  the  numbers  of 
attacks  by  fire.  They  introduced  the  lOVmm  rocket  In  addition  to  the  122mm 
and  lliOmm  rockets  p-iready  in  use..  For  r.  limited  period  of  time,  this  tactic 
was  partially  effective  in  that  it  m^lictod  casualties  unor  allied  forces  with 
little  risk  of  enemy  losses.  On  26  February  an  operation  from  Ben  Soi,  A-321, 
established  contact  near  the  C.srabodian  border  with  an  estimated  enemy  bat-talion 
which  was  accompanied  by  three  T-,3ii  tanks  and  a  possible  quad-50  mounted  on  a 
half  track.  The  SF  element  disabled  one  tank  with  a  M.-l?  LAW,  Along  the 
northern  border,  SF  camps  came  under  repeated  artillery  fire  as  the  enemy 
stepped  up  resupply  and  replaceme-t  operations.  Enemy  forces  were  infiltrated 
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In  vast  numbe/s  through  the  Bu  Gal  Map  region  of  Phuoc  Long  Province, 
northeastern  War  Zone  .C  of  Tay  NinH  Province,  and  from  Ba  T)^u  in  Cambodia 
through  Hau  Bghia  Previn ce^  HQ  IIFFV  reported  that  ^n  the  two  months  immediately 
following  Tet,  9900  enemy  personnel  infiltrated  into  III  CTZ  -  a  considerable 
increase  over  the  previous  1900  per  month,,  In  areas  between  Bu  Dop,  A-.3lll» 
and  Loc  Ninh,  A...33I,  SF  operations  contacted  IP'A  forces  using  vehicles  along 
recently  constructed  rcads^  To  tne  east  of  Song  Be,  B-3U,  a  well  traveled 
enemy  road,  which  ran  south  from  the  Cambodian  border  to  the  vicinity  of  G’/N 
Highway  lU,  was  discovered.  Free  world  forces  ran  extensive  reconnalsanca 
missions  in  the  area  to  direct  airstrlkes  and  artillery  on  enemy  base  camps 
and  avenues  of  approach,.  Results  were  such  that  the  enemy  was  temporarily 
impeded  in  his  efforts  to  supply  units  in  central  III  GTZ„  At  the  present 
time  the  enemy  is  confirmed  as  having  somewhat  less  than  90,000  troops  in  III 
CTZ,  to  include  administrative  personnel.  The  maiority  of  enemy  units  are 
understrength,  rated  marginally  to  non -combat  effective.  With  the  equivalent 
of  less  than  20  fully  combat  effective  maneuver  battalions,  the  enemy  is  not 
considered  capable  of  launching  any  major  Corps -■t'lide  offensive}  he  is  quite 
capable,  however,  of  concentrating  a  number  of  forces  in  one  area  f’or  the 
purpose  o'"  targeting  a  specific  objective,  such  as  Bien  !!oa  -  Long  Binh 
complex,  SF  camps  located  in  proximity  to  enemy  Infiltration  rotites  are 
expected  to  be  subjected  to  continuing  attacks  by  fire  while  suoplies  and 
personnel  are  transported  through  the  area,  Tte  disposition  of  the  9th  VC 
Division  and  its  subordinate  regiments  north  of  the  Micholi.n  Plantation 
threaten  the  security  of  Camp  Mlnh  Thanh  A*322,  although  it  is  believed  that 
the  enemy  \inits  here  are  extremely  weak  and  will  attempt  to  avoid  all  possible 
contact  wijth' allied  forces.  Build  ups  of  unidentified  personnel  and  lncre.'i3ing 
terrori.aV  and  propaganda  activities  in  northern  Binh  Long  Pro’/ince  pose  a 
possible,  but  Improbable,  threat  to  Hon  Quan,  3-13,  and  Loc  Hinh,  A-331* 

Reported  plans  "or  future  attacks  on  district  and  Drov^ncial  capitals  in 
westein  III  CTZ  probably  also  include  diversionar;'''  attac'-^a  on  Bnc  Hoa,  B-39, 
and  its  two  subordinate  A  detachments.  In  other  a’-eas  the  enemy  can  be 
expected  to  continue  with  occasional  small  scale  attacks  and/or  probes  in 
addition  to  repeated  attacks  by  fire,  utilisilng  rec<  llless  rifles,  mortars, 

RPGs,  and  rockets  to  inflict  as  much  dama-e  as  poss  ole  without  the  risk  of 
losing  troops  in  contact  with  SF  elements. 

(d )  IV  C^,  During  the  Tet  offensive,  wiiinh  began  on  30  January  and 
extended  into  Febrxiary^  coordinated  enemy  attacks  were  launched  against 
province  and  district  capitals  and  other  heavily  populated  areas.  Cities  in 
which  Sjxjcial  Ferces  camps  are  located  and  wb.ich  came  under  heavy  fire  and 
ground  attacks  during  the  Tet  offensive  include  Chau  Doc  (Detaci'.mont  R-U2), 

Cao  Lanh  (Detachmient  B*!i3),  Moc  Hoa  IDetac'^ment  B-Ul),  .and  Can  Tlio  (Detachrnent 
G-h,),  In  Dinh  Tuong  Province  the  enemy  continued  to  maintaim  the  equivalent  of 
four  combat  effective  battalions.  Special  Forces  camps  My  Phouc  Tay,  A-llll, 

.;md  My  Dien  II,  A-l4l6,  were  further  threatened  by  the  introduction  of  the  120i«ii 
mor  tar  by  the  263rd  main  force  battalion,  Friendlv  operations  eond'cted  in 
the  province  were  probably  responsible  for  the  lack  of  eno'-'y  r.c‘‘ivity  against 
the  SF  camps.  These  operations  were  continually  successful  ip  Inillctlnf 
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heavy  casualties  on  the  eneny  and  in  dlscoverinn  of  large  enemy  weapons  cache 
sites o  The  largest  confirmed  enemy  unit  in  Kten  Tuong  Province  continues  to 
be  the  FO^th  local  force  battalion  vhich  cporatos  generally  In  the  Moc  Hoa, 
Detachment  B  -lil,.,  area,  Unconflmied  reoorts  indicate  the  possible  existence 
of  one  battalion  northwest  of  Moc  Hoa  noar  the  Cambodian  border  and  another 
bottalion  southe-^st  of  Kinh  Quan  IT,  A..^i2,  Although  unconii  rnied,  their 
possible  presence  poses  an  additional  threat  to  these  Special  Forces  camps,, 

Cao  Lanh,  cont^nue.s  to  be  threatened  by  the  d02nd  battalionj  however, 

several  unconfimed  reports  of  the  502nd  battalion  in  the  area  Indicates  ap 
increased  threat  of  an  enemy  offensive  against  Cao  Lanh,  The  Gl2th  local 
force  battalion  is  reported  to  be  operating  near  the  Chau  Doc  Privlnce/Cambodlan 
border  area  Reports  received  during  the  Tot  offensive  indicated  the  presence 
of  a  510th  and  5llth  battalion  in  the  Chau  Doc  area.  The  recent  movement  of 
the  Dong  IT  regiment  and  its  siibordinato  elements,  the  303rd  and  the  309th 
main  force  battalion,  from  Choung  Thlen  Province  into  Phong  Dinh  Province  has 
Increased  the  threat  of  attack  against  Can  The,  The  307th  battalion,  which 
reportedly  participated  in  attacks  against  Can  Tho  city  during  Tet,  and  the 
Tay  Do  local  force  battalion  continues  to  operate  in  the  province.  The  enemy 
in  Phong  Dinh  Province  also  recently  acquired  a  120  mm  mortar  capability, 
thus  Increasing  this  offensive  capabilities  even  no'-e.  Enemy  forces  throughout 
the  IV  CT2  are  currently  recruiting,  training,  and  resupplying  their  forces, 
possibly  in  preparation  for  a  second  general  of fens'  •  expected  to  take  place 
In  the  near  future. 
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C .  Summary  of  Significant  Qperatioaa, 

CTZ,  Tet  offensive  activities  for  the  most  part  had  little  affect 
on  CIDG  and  HFTft’  operations  In  I  CTZ,  The  most  significant  event  during  the 
reporting  period  was  the  loss  of  camp  hang  Vei„  On  7  Fehmarj’’  at  approximately 
CX)30  hours,  the  camp  came  under  attack  bv  WA  tanks  and  infantr7«  Camp  Lam?  Vei 
was  overmm  by  approximately  0liL5  hours „  Late  that  afternoon,  all  of  the  USASF 
survivors  broke  out  of  an  unde’-ground  hnnVrer  and  nnde  their  vray  to  oio  cai\ip 
l<ang  Vei,  Inclosures  5,  6,  7,  and  8  discuss  the  battle  of  Lang  Vei  in 
detail.  Special  Forces  camps  throughout  the  I  Corps  Tactical  Zone  have  completed 
a  training  program  on  the  use  of  anti-tank  weapons  available  at  their  camp  site. 
Personnel  assets  from  Lang  Vei  were  transferred  to  the  camp  Tliuong  Due,  A-109, 

FOG  on  hill  52,  A  total,  of  3l|8  company  size  opTations  and  868  platoon  size 
operations  were  conducted  by  units  subordinate  t.o  Company  C„ 

February,  During  the  month  of  February,  9U  com^-iany  size  operations 
and  269  platoon  size  operations  were  conducted.  Enemy  losses  during  the  month 
were  13  CIDG,  U  RF/PF  and  three  USASF  killed.  Seventy-five  CIDG,  il  RF/PF, 
three  VN3F,  and  19  USASF  were  wounded.  Summaries  of  significant  action  during 
February  follow. 


1  February,  the  Ba  To  District  Headquarters  came  under  attack  by  an  estimated 
700  VC;,  some  of  which  were  armed  with  automatic  weapons,  recoiloss  rifles,  60  mm 
mortars,  and  M-.79  grenade  launchers.  Approximately  one  half  of  tho  enemy  were 
amed  with  spears  and  knives.  The  enery  breached  the  perimeter  and  used  C,.!; 
composition  to  destroy  the  Province  Headquarters  and  several  bunkers.  Results 
of  this  attack  were  12  VC  killed  six  RF,^  killed,  seven  RF/PF  wounded,  four 
H-1  rifles  lost,  and  the  village  chief  of  Ba  Hiep  killed.  Later  that  day  at 
0600  hours  a  RF/TF  patrol  made  contact  with  an  estimated  VC  company.  The  VC 
were  armed  with  spears,  knives,  and  small  arras.  The  enemy  began  to  \7ithdraw 
north  when  mortar  fire  was  adjusted  upon  their  positions.  Ten  VC  were  killed 
and  several  knives  and  spears  were  captured.  At  0650  hours,  a  VC  company  was 
seen  moving  across  the  Ba  To  air  strip.  In  front  of  t'em  they  were  pushing 
Montagnards  who  were  armed  with  spears  and  knives,  A  CSF  reaction  force  engaged 
the  eneiiiy  and  captured  sjjc  VC,  20  spears,  35  knives,  and  one  carbine.  Friendly 
losses  were  two  CSF  soldiers  killed  and  two  weapons  lost. 


On  13  February,  the  Ba  To  District  Headquarters  and  camp  Ba  To,  A-lOb,  ivere 
probed  by  one  VC  main  force  company.  The  VC  attacked  and  overran  a  district 
outpost.  Camp  Ba  To  fired  illumination  and  HE  in  support  of  the  outpost. 

The  VC  then  withdrew  and  proceeded  southeast.  The  results  of  the  action  were 
two  IF  soldiers  killed,  I6  PF  soldiers  and  19  weapons  missing. 


Qa  23  February,  a  reconnaissance  in  force  operation  from  Ba  To,  A-I06,  made 
contact  with  one  VC  platoon  from  a  distance  of  200  meterr ,  Results  of  the 
encounter  were  10  VC  killed  and  30  military  structures  destroyed. 
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A  reconnaissance  operation  from  camp  Thong  Duo,  K~109s,.  contact  with  12  VC 
from  a  distance  of  200  meters  on  23  February,  After  a  brief  fire  fight, 
the  VC  broke  contact  and  iri.thdrew  in  an  unknoxm  direction.  Two  CSF  soldiers 
were  wounded.  Five  VC  were  killed  and  ttro  small  arms  were  captured, 

A  motor  convoy  left  Company  Danang,  on  25  Februarv  at  1100  hours  anronte 
to  camp  Thuong  Duo,  A-109.  At  13U0  hours  the  convoy  was  ambushed  by  an 
ostimated  compariy  of  VC,  Reaction  forces  from  camp  Thuong  Tkic  and  a  US 
Marine  unit  proceeded  to  the  ambush  site  whevo  contact  was  ma'e  and  the  enemy 
was  forced  to  withdraw.  Results  of  the  ambush  tjere  one  US ASF,  13  CIUG,  and  one 
AiT/N  soldier  killed.  There  were  nine  USASF,  one  VilSF,  and  eight  CIDG  soldiers 
wounded.  Three  2-5  ton  trucks  were  destroyed.  Fifteen  of  the  enemy  were  killed 
and  11  were  wounded.  Seven  small  aris,  two  crow  served  weapons,  and  30  chicom 
grenades  wore  captured, 

^Igh.  Durinr  the  month  of  March  133  company  slii  oporatlons  end 
233  platoon  size  operati on.q  were  conducted.  Enemy  louses  during  the  ttonth 
were  72  VC  Icllledj  I8  wounded,  and  23  canturod.  Friendly  louses  were  seven 
CIDG,,  four  RF/PF'j  and  two  USASF  personnel  killed.  Fi''ty  CUXl^  five  RF/PF, 
and  three  USASF  were  wounded.  Summaries  of  signi^'icant  actions  during  March 
follow. 

On  8  March,  an  operation  from  camp  Qia  Vuc,  A.103,  executed  a  surprise  raid  on 
a  group  of  ^’'C  gather  ad  in  a  locat  village.  The  raid  res'ilted  in  seven  VC  killed, 
seven  r -cksack  viith  medical  supuli^s  captured,  and  IS  structures  destroyed. 

On  12  March,  a  motor  convoy  was  returning  to  camp  Thuong  Buc,  A-109,  from  the 
FOB  om  hill  located  ei’ht  kilometers  east  of  camp  Thuong  Due  when  it  was 
ambushed  by  an  estimated  platoon  of  VC,  A  heliconter  from  Company  C  received 
small  arms  fire  as  it  war.  attenotin.g  to  assist  the  convoy  and  two  USASF  were 
wounded.  Other  friendly  losses  wore  one  USASF  killed,  four  CSF  soldiers  wounded 
and  three  weapons  lost.  Reaction  forces  from  camp  Thuong  Duo  were  dispatched 
but  could  not  est'blisti  further,  contact  v/ith  tVio  enemy. 

Again  on  19  March  at  15US  hours,  a  seven  truck  convoy,  which  was  moving  along 
route  from  camp  Thuong  Di:c  to  Danang,  was  ambushed  by  an  unloioim  size  VC 
force,  Ttie  e  ei.b'  used  comnand  detonated  mines.  Results  of  the  ambush  were 
one  CSF  soldier  killed  and  tv/o  M5F  soldiers  wounded.  One  2^  ton  truck  was 
destroyed  .-nd  another  suffered  25^  damag. ,  Enemy  losses  were  three  VC  killed  and 
one  wounded.  The  convoy  closed  into  Canann  at  1900  hours  without  further 
contact. 

On  27  Marrh  at  03U5  hours,  an  outpost  locatod  two  kilomaters  east  of  camp  Tien 
Phiioc,  A..  iCi'  was  att -ckod  o’ld  overrun  by  two  platoon  of  VC,  A  reaction  force 
from  camp  ihisn  Jliuoc  was  dispatched  to  the  outpost,  but  no  further  contact  was 
established.  One  USASF^  one  U3  Engineer,  one  CSF,  and  three  PF  soldiers  were 
ki.l-led.  Enemy  losses  are  unknown. 
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(c)  Aprils  During  the  month  of  April,  116  couipany  sisc  opcrsticr.s  and 
361  platoon  size  operations  were  conducted.  Enemy  losses  during  the  month  of 
April  were  63  VC  killed,  2k  wounded,  and  six  captured.  Friendly  losses  were 
eight  CUXi  killed,  30  CIDG,  and  five  USASF  personnel  wounded.  Two  CIDQ  were 
missing  in  action.  There  were  very  few  significant  contacts  during  the  month 
of  April, 

On  10  April,  one  USASF  and  five  MSP  soldiers  from  Sa  Huynh  FOB,  Quang  Kgal 
Province,  triggered  a  pressure  type  mine  which  was  a  simal  for  ambush  By 
an  unknown  size  VC  force.  Two  of  the  MSF  soldiers  were  billed.  The  USASF 
and  the  other  three  MSF  soldiers  were  wounded.  Three  M-I6  rifles -were  lost 
and  the  ton  truck  in  which  the  personnel  were  riding  was  destroyed.  There 
was  one  VC  suspect  detained. 

On  12  April,  a  company  size  reconnaissance  in  force  operation  from  camp  Ha 
Thar^h,  A-lOli  was  ambushed  by  a  VC  squad  from  a  distance  of  l5  meters.  There 
were  two  CSF  soldiers  killed  and  10  wounded. 


On  13  April,  an  operation  from  Tien  Phuoc,  A-,102,  while  conducti'^g  a  bomb  damage 
assessment,  discovered  19  VC  killed  by  air  and  a  large  cache  nine  kilometers 
southeast  of  camp  Tien  Phuoc,  The  cache  contained  20  picks,  95,0  chicom 
grenades,  UO  homemade  grenades,  20  fragmentation  rifle  gmades,  50  US  anti-tank 
rifle  grenade,  U?  RPG-7  rockets,  two  57  mm  recoilless  rifle  rounds,  eight  75  mm 
recoilless  rl'le  rounds,  7,705  rounds  of  12,7  mm  ammunition,  22,000  rounds  of 
7,62  lin'k  ammunition,  23,000  rounds  of  7,62  mm  ammunition,  228  60  mm  mortar 
rounds,  17  120  mm  mortar  rounds,  285  82  mm  mortar  rounds,  139  pounds  of  explosives, 
18  small  aiTOs,  four  RPG-2  rocket  launchers,  ope  82  msMiortar  tube  and  base 
plate,  and  20  sights  for  60  mm  mortars,  ^ 


Oh  28  April,  a  platoon  size  operation  from  camp  Ha  Thanh,  A-lOU,  was  fired 
upon  by  an  estimated  platoon  of  VC  from  a  village  at  a  distance  of  50  meters. 
There  were  seven  VC  kllledj  seven  military  structures  and  one  ton  of  rice 
were  destroyed.  Three  USASF  advisors  were  wounded. 


(2Xf)lI  CTZ„  During  the  early  part  of  the  reporting  period  (the  Tet 
offensive),  operations  conducted  by  MSF  and  CSF  units  within  ma.lor  populated 
areas  were  highly  successful.  These  forces  proved  to  be  flexible,  responsive. 


and  effective  vrhsn  utilized  in  the  role 


I.  VI  I  U  tf' 


IJf, 


It 


should  be  emphasized,  however,  that  these  forces  are  not  suited  for  employment 
In  sustained  operations  without  support  augmentation.  All  detachments  in  H 
CTZ  cOTipleted  a  training  program  on  the  utllizatipn  of  anti-tank  weapoas,  A 
total  of  875  company  size  operations  and  2137  platoon  size  operations  were 
conducted  during  the  reporting  period.  The  authorization  of  one  MSF  company 
per  subordinate  B  detachment  has  enhanced  reaction  to  intelligence  within  the 
B  detacbiment  areas.  Hie  MSF  company  at  Ban  He  Thuot,  B-23,  M**  already  been 
employed  into  contact  areas  on  four  relnforcement/roaction  missions.  The 
reporting  period  has  seen  an  increase  in  the  number  of  operations  conducted  In 
whlph  MSF  compaaies  ware  placed  under  the  operational  control  of  comrentlonal 
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US  units.  In  most  Ci'.jos,  the  nrohlews  that  wore  ancountnred  were  due  mainly 
to  the  convei\tional  comnand';r''s  lack  of  understand ’nr  of  the  nroblemg  surrounding 
the  employnsnt  of  indigenous  troops.  To  some  extent,  th^s  problem  is  alleviated 
ty  placing  a  liaison  officer  at  the  conventional  unit  headouarters.  It  was 
found  during  the  quarter  that  IBF  multi-company  operatlong  utilizing  LRP  assets 
are  highly  desirable  as  a  part  of  HSF  operations.  Several  of  these  operations 
were  conducted  during  the  reporting  period  under  the  control  of  a  MSF  command 
element, 

(a)  February,  During  the  month  of  February,  305  company  size  operations 
and  790  platoon  size  operations  were  conducted.  Enemy  l.-^nres  during  the  month 
were  1(92  FC  killed,  25  wounded,  and  29  captured.  Friendly  losses  were  li?  CIDG, 
two  VN3F,  and  four  USASF  personnel  killed.  There  we”c  220  CIDG,  two  HF/PF  two 
VNSF,  and  Itii  USASF  personnel  wounded  during  the  month  and  one  USASF  was  reported 
missing  in  action.  Significant  actions  are  discussed  in  the  summaries  that 
follow. 

During  the  period  30  January  to  6  February,  Detach -icnt  B-23  and  other  allied 
forces  were  involved  in  the  defense  of  the  city  of  ban  i'ie  Thuot,  Combined  NVA 
and  7C  forces  conducted  attacks  by  mortars,' rockets,  and  ground  assualts.  On 
four  prlncipaJ.  objectives,  D?»*iac  Sector  Headquarters,  23rd  Division  Tactical 
Operations  Center,  National  Police  Headquarters,  and  tbs  province  bank,  A  total 
of  forty-nine  secondary  targets  were  attacked.  The  enemy  destroyed  approximately 
one  third  of  Ban  Me  Thuot  city.  Friendly  looses  sustained  bv  Special  Forces 
Dotachment  B-23  we^a  one  USASF  and  one  CIDG  wounded.  Less  than  1=?  damage  was 
suffered  by  the  B-23  compound.  Combined  enemy  losses  due  to  all  allied  forces 
were  99h  killed  and  117  wounded. 

Oa  30  January  at  0820  hours  an  operation  which  consisted  of  one  MSF  company 
from  Company  B  Pleiku,  deployed  in  the  city  of  Pleiku  and  inlt'ated  contact 
with  an  unknown  size  enemy  unit.  At  092(5  hours  another  MSF  corroany  was  Inserted 
into  the  battle.  Heavy  resistance  was  encountered,  pod  '’street”  fighting  continued 
the  remainder  of  the  day.  Two  additional  MSF  companies  and  two  platoons  of  MSF 
soldiers  entered  into  the  battle  before  the  day  ondod.  Enemy  activity  was  quiet 
during  the  nighit  and  MSF  elements  maintained  a  cordon  around  the  city.  The 
fighting  continued  the  next  day.  By  5  February,  the  city  of  Pleiku  was  secure. 
Results  were  57  NVA  ki-lled  and  15  NVA  captured.  Friendly  losses  were  on*  USASF 
and  five  CIDG  killed|  ten  USASF  j^nd  l6  CIDG  Vene  wounded.  Nineteen  weapons  were 
captured  from  the  enemy. 

During  the  period  30  January  through  2  February^  Kontum  oity  (Detachment  8-2)4) 
received  numerous  mortar  and  roc''-et  attacks  accompanied  by  company  size  probes. 

In  several  instances  the  enemy  penetrated  the  B-Slt  compound  peiimeter  but  were 
quickly  repelled  by  supporting  gunships.  Friendly  losses  were  six  CIDG  killed. 
There  were  also  I8  USASF,  13  US,  and  eight  CIDG  sold’ers  wounded.  Snemy  losses 
were  110  NVA  killed. 
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fti  6  February,  a  reaction  force  from  Trang  Phuc,  A-233j  which  consisted  of  one 
CSF  company,  two  USASF  and  one  VNSF,  was  fired  on  by  an  esb^mated  company  of 
VC  in  the  city  of  Dalat,  An  acchange  of  email  a  rms  fire  resulted  in  22  VC 
ki-lledj  twelve  small  arms  and  three  crew  served  weapons  were  captured.  On  the 
sjune  day  another  relation  force  from  An  Lac,  A_23it,  which  consisted  of  one  CSF 
company,  two  USASF  and  one  VNSF,  was  inserted  into  Ualat,  It  was  fired  upon  by 
an  estimated  platoon  of  VC.  When  contact  was  broken,  five  VC  had  been  killed 
and  three  weapons  were  captured.  Friendly  losses  were  two  CSF  soldiers  wounded. 


On  18  February,  a  CSF  company  from  Luong  Son,  A-237,  which  was  deployed  in  defense 
of  Phan  Thlet,  established  heavy  eontact  with  a  VC  battalion.  Enemy  losses  during 
the  contact  were  35  Mlled,  Three  small  arms  and  f’o  crew  served  weapons  were 
captured.  Friendly  losses  were  two  USASP'  and  one  VNSF,  and  23  CSF  soldiers  wounded. 


A  Joint  reconnaissance  in  force  operation,  which  consisted  of  three  CSF  companies 
frean  Cung  Son,  A-221,  Dong  Tri,  A-222,  and  Vinh  '^Vianh,  A-120,  made  contact  on 
23  February  with  an  estimated  VC  battalion  located  ten  kilometers  north  of  Qui 
Nhon,  A  fireflght  ensued  and  gunshins,  artillery,  and  airstrlkes  were  called 
on  the  eneny  locations.  Twenty-three  VC  tsps  killed  and  one  wounded  VC  was 
captured.  Eight  enemy  weapons  ware  seized.  Friendly  losses  were  five  CSF  soldiers 
killedj  four  USASF  and  lli  CSF  coldlers  ware  wounded. 


On  23  February,  a  combat  reconnaissance  platoon  from  Trung  Dung,  A-502,  ambushed 
an  estimated  platoon  of  NVA  nine  kllSmeters  west  of  Nha  Trang.  Eight  UVA  were 
ki-lled  and  seven  weapons  wero  captured.  One  CIDG  soldier  was  wounded, 

(b)  March.  During  the  month  of  March,  29h  company  size  operations  and 
630  platoon  size  operations  were  conducted.  Eneny  losses  during  the  month 
were  280  VC  killed,  26  wounded,  and  21  captured,  Friendly  losses  were  5?  CIDG 
four  r{F'/?F,  four  VWoF,  and  four  USASF  killed.  Wounded  included  209  CIDG,  nine 
KF/PF,  four  VNSF  and  22  USASF  personnel.  Summaries  of  the  significaftt  contacts 
follow. 


On  16  March  a  platoon  size  reconnaissance  in  force  operation  from  Dong  Tre, 
A-222,  which  was  reacting  to  intelligence  received  from  a  prisoner,  infiltrated 
a  village  30  kilcmetors  northwest  of  Tuy  Hoa.  While  searching  the  village,  the 
friendly  force  came  under  intense  small  arms  fire.  The  CSF  immediately  returned 
the  fire  and  killed  12  VC. 


Cte  21;  March,  a  MSF  company,  which  was  conriitted  as  a  reaction  force  north  of  the 
city  of  Ban  Me  Thuot,  made  contact  with  an  estimated  company  of  NVA  20  kilcw’etors 
north  of  Ban  Me  Thuot,  Small  arms  fire  was  exchanged  and  crnshlos  placed 
suppresive  fire  on  the  enemy  positions.  Nine  Ni'^A  were  killed  and  fo;ir  weapons 
were  captured.  On  25  March,  the  same  MSF  company  located  an  estimated  two 
NVA  companies  In  a  bunker  complex  21  kilometers  north  of  Ban  Me  Thuot,  Tactical 
air  support  was  requested  and  received.  Later  another  MS^  company  was 
inserted  to  reinforce  the  element  in  contact.  Friendly  losses  in  this  contact 
were  one  USASF  killed,  and  two  USASF  and  eight  MSF  soldiers  wounded, 
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A  company  si'.s  reconnaissance  in  force  operation  from  Due  Lap  A_239,  made 
contact  on  2'^  M  rch  with  an  estmated  battalion  of  NVA  liO  kilometers  southwest 
of  Ban  Me  Thuot,  A  fire  fif’bt  developed  an'^  airstrikes  were  called  on  enemy 
positions.  Twenty  N'^A  were  killed  and  six  weapons  were  seized.  Friendly  losses 
were  one  C3F  soldier  killed  and  seven  wounded. 

Also  on  29  March,  a  platoon  size  operation  from  Dong  Tre,  A-222,  ambushed  an 
unknown  size  VC  unit  Uo  kilometers  northwest  of  Tny  Hoa.  Small  arras  fire  was 
exchanged  and  20  VC  ware  killed.  One  carbine  was  captured. 

(c)  April.  During  the  month  of  April,  276  company  size  operations  and 
717  platoon  size  operations  were  conducted.  Enemy  losses  we-ce  130  enemy  killed 
2^  woxmdcd  and  20  captured.  Friendly  losses  included  31  CIDG,  two  VNSF ,  and 
one  USASF  killed;  121  CIEG,  three  VNSF,  and  three  USASF  were  wounded.  Summaries 
of  significant  actions  follow. 

On  10  April,  the  lead  element  of  a  compnny  size  operation  from  Cung  Son,  A-221, 
activated  a  booby  trap  kilometers  west  of  Tuy  Hoa,  Tbs  resulting  explosion 
wounded  niae  OSF  soldiers. 


A  company  of  VC  supported  by  mortars  overran  a  hasty  ambush  position  occupied 
by  a  company  size  operation  fran  Nhon  Co,  A-235,  on  10  Anr^l.  Friendly  losses 
were  one  USASF  and  three  CSF  soldiers  killed  and  12  CGF  soldiers  vrounded.  One 
VC  was  killed  and  one  weapon  was  captured. 

On  l8  April  a  company  size  operation  from  Mang  Buk,  A-2li6,  received  small  arms 
fire  from  a  village  located  13  kilometers  north  of  Man  Bud.  The  CSF  immediately 
conducted  a  sweep  of  the  village  and  captured  21  VC.  Two  VC  were  killed  and 
two  were  wounded. 


Contact  with  two  NVA  was  initiated  by  a  company  size  clearing  operation  from 
camp  Fhu  Tuc,  A-22li,  f ran  a  distance  of  ten  meters  on  20  April.  The  NVA  broke 
contact  and  fled  north.  The  operation  was  in  pursuit  when  it  located  a  weapons 
cache  that  contained  39  small  arras,  three  crew  served  weapons,  and  assorted 
ammunitioB, 


Qa  2h  April,  a  company  size  operation  from  camp  Vinh  Thanh, 
cache  site  which  coiitaliiwu  tVie  roliowiiig  items i  22  lOUuds 


A-120,  found  a 


ammunition,  four  cases  of  blasting  caps,  nine  anti-tank  mines,  and  six  cases 
of  AJC>-U7  ammunition.  The  CSF  moved  from  the  area  of  the  cache  and  were  ambushed 
by  ein  unknown  number  of  VC  who  broke  contact  and  withdrew  north.  There  was  one 
(SF  soldier  wounded. 
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CTZ,  The  intensity  of  enemy  actions  during  +he  Tet  offensive  did 
not  directly  affect  any  operational  A  or  3  detachments.  The  VC/*"vA  increased 
harassing  actions  against  many  USASF/VNSF  installations  within  III  CTZ,  but 
launched  no  major  ground  attaci-s  against  any  camp.  Generally,  the  most 
significant  result  of  the  VC  Tet  offensive  was  the  terqwrary  interdiction  of 
overland  routes  of  ccsiimunication  from  subordinate  detachine -its  to  Company  A, 

Bien  Hoa.  The  Tet  offensive  and  the  subsequent  tank  attack  on  the  Lang  Vsi 
SF  camp  in  I  CTZ  caused  Company  A  to  conduct  a  study  on  anti-tank  defense 
proesdures  and  capabilities.  Anti-tank  defense  measures  were  inltlsted  in 
those  camps  particularly  threatened  by  armor  attack.  Each  of  these  camps, 
formed  and  trained  a  minimum  of  ten  tank-killer  teajiis.  Canpany  A  operations 
were  highlighted  by  operations  RAPIDFIRE  7II  and  Till  conducted  by  Detachment 
”  36  in  response  to  missions  assigned  by  CG,  II  FFV,  These  operations  are 
Oiscussed  in  the  Special  Operations  portion  of  this  report.  In  addition  four 
multi-company  helimoblle  operations  (Verdun,  Tamatta  Shanca,  Thrasher  II,  and 
Thrasher  III;  were  conducted.  These  opera'tions  In’^olved  KSF  companies  from 
A-302  and  two  CSF  companies.  There  were  a  total  of  lh52  company  size  day 
operations  conducted  throughout  the  III  CTZ  during  the  reporting  period 
including  58  airmobile  opera+^ons.  The  construction  of  the  new  Special  Forces 
camps  at  Due  Hue,  A0.351,  Thelji%ou,  A-323,  and  Katum,  A-322,  continues. 

(a)  February.  During  the  month  of  February  a  total  of  hlZ  company  size 
operations  were  conducted  which  accounted  for  139  enemy  killed  and  nine  captured. 
Friendly  losses  wore  17  CIDG  killed,  I6H  CIDG  wounded,  nine  USA3F,  and  two  VNSF 
'p)er3onnel  wounded.  The  significant  contacts  during  February  follow. 

On  1  February, Camp  Theln  Ngrn,  Datachiiient  A-323.  Tay  Ninh  Province,  received 
an  estimated  105  rounds  of  82  mm  mortar  fire  from  a  location  north  of  the  canp. 
Five  DS  engineers  and  two  CSF  soldiers  were  wounded,  i'ho  engineers  were  attached 
from  the  588th  Engineer  Battalion  for  the  purpose  of  camp  construction.  In 
another  mortar  attack  on  8  Febinrary,  Camp  xmen  «gon  reoeivea  approximately  20 
rounds  of  82  mm  mortar  fire  from  the  east,  west,  and  southeast  at  a  range  of 
l500  to  2000  meters.  Ten  more  CSF  soldiers  were  wounded  in  this  attack. 


Cki  10  Februairy,  a  combined  road  clearing  and  security  operation,  which  consisted 
of  CSF  elements  from  Camp  Trang  Sup,  A-301,  Camp  Thien  Ngon,  A. 323,  and  elements 
of  the  588th  DS  Engineer  Battalion,  were  ambushed  by  a  VC  company  on  highway 
22,  approximately  25  kilometers  northwest  of  Tay  Ninh.  The  enemy  opened  fire 
with  autcsr,atic  weapons,  rockets,  and  grsn.sdss  from  both  sides  of  the  road.  The 
results  of  the  ambush  were  one  OS  engineer  and  one  CSF  soldier  killed,  20  US 
engineers  and  one  CSF  soldiers  wounded,  one  US  engi.neer  captured  (confirmed), 
and  one  US  engineer  missing  in  action  (possibly  captured).  One  tractor  towed 
dirt  scraper  was  destroyed.  On  l5  February,  another  road  clearing  and  security 
operation  from  Camp  Thien  Ngon,  supported  by  engineers  from  the  588th  U3 
Engineer  Battalion,  was  again  ambushed  by  an  estimated  VC  company  on  highway  22, 
32  kilometers  northwest  of  Tay  Ninh  city.  After  a  fifteen  minute  fire  fight, 
the  enemy  broke  contact  and  withdrew  east.  The  results  of  this  encounter  were 
10  US  enlneers  killed  and  one  USASF  advisor,  two  CSF  soldiers,  and  seven  US 
engineers  wounded. 
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Osi  22  Fftbrustry,  a  cornpany  si!?6  ir<?conna5.33&iic^  in  i*orco  opa^a'^'Aon  froiH  Ben  Soi^ 
A-321i,  ■which  was  reinforced  by  RF  elffnentSjj,  enf^a^»ed  a  reinforced  7C  company  20 
kilometers  southwest  of  Tay  Ninh  city.  Friendly  forces  initiated  contact  with 
the  enemy  who  were  occupying  defensive  positions  100  Mters  away  and  were 
armed  with  AK-h?  rifles,-  RPG  rockets,  60  mm  mortars,  IMj's,  and  assorted  snail 
arms.  They  were  dressed  in  the  conventional  black  pajama  uniform,  "'Friandly 
forces  were  reinforced  by  one  C3F  company  from  Ben  Sol  and  one  CSF  ccmpemy 
fr^  Trang  Sup,  A~301.  An  intense  two  and  one  half  hour  fii'eflght  ensued  before 
the  VC  broke  contact  and  vjithdrew  to  the  sout’"W9st,  Friendly  losses  were  one 
RF  soldier  killed,  two  CSF  and  three  RF  soldier;;  wounde'’.  Fight  enemy  were 
killed  and  13  small  arms  were  captured. 

On  26  February  from  positions  located  32  kilometers  west  of  Song  Do  city,  a 
company  size  reconnaissance  in  force  operation  from  camp  Bu  Bop,  A-3!4l,  Phuoc 
Long  Province  ambushed  a  solid  green,  ton  NVA  military  truck.  The  truck 
was  loaded  with  troops  and  was  moving  south  toward  the  Cambodian  border.  The 
enemy  truck  was  halted  precisely  in  t'  e  anibush  "killing  zone"  and  was  caught 
in  a  deadly  crossfire  from  M-79  grenade  launchers  and  automatic  small  arms  fire. 
One  USAS?  and  one  GSF  soldier  were  wounded.  Seventeen  IDM  were  killed  and  two 
wounded.  Sixteen  small  arms  and  two  crew  served  weapons  were  captured.  The 
2^  ton  truck  was  totally  destroyed. 

On  25  February,  a  company  S'iza  operations  departed  car-.p  Ben  Soi,  A-321  in 
reaction  to  intelligsnoe  information  obtaine<l  from  the  ’/ilTagers  of  Phuc  Tan. 
Border  crossers  stated  that  tanls  had  been  observed  on  the  Cambodian  side  of 
the  Soi  camps.  On  26  February,  one  CrtP  was  left  to  secure  a  rally  noint 
while  two  recon  platoons  moved  west  to  set  up  .airibush  positions ,  While  moving 
tovrard  the  proposed  ambush  positions,  the  lead  CRP  observed  an  estimated  VC 
company  and  three  tanks  in  a  bivouac  position.  'Ihe  VC  were  standing  around 
camp  fires.  The  tanks  were  p'irked  and  f'eir  motors  were  turned  off.  No 
enemy  security  elements  were  posted.  The  two  reoon  platoons  deployed  on  line 
and  moved  silently  toward-  the  3nem,Y  position.  T>ie  friendly  force  advanced  to 
within  20  meters  of  the  enemy  and  took  up  firing  positions.  Th«  three  tanks 
were  south  of  the  main  bivouac  arc.®  and  the  nearest  one  was  175  meters  from 
friendly  element.  A  CRP  platoon  leader*  readied  an  M-'72  LA\7  for  firing  and  took 
a’  i  on  the  near  tank  while  Instruction.s  ■’■lere  passed  to  open  fire  when  the  senior 
LjASF  advisor  fired  the  first  shot.  When  the  U3ASF  advisor  fired,  all  friendlies 
opened  fire  simultaneously.  The  VC  were  caught  completely  by  suxTJrisc.  The 
M.-72  LAW  hit  the  near  tank  at  tlie  base  of  the  turret  arvJ  caused  a  larpe 
secondary  explosion.  A  fire  glow  of  multi-colored  tracer  rounds  burst  from  th* 
top  of  the  turret.  The  remaining  two  tanks  started  their  engines  and  withdre-w 
west  across  the  Cambodian  border.  By  then  the  VC  had  reorganized  and  had 
begun  to  return  automatic  wedpons  fire  and  RPG-2  fire.  The  firefight  continued 
for  30  minutes  when  the  VC  broke  contact  and  withdrew  west.  The  two  CRP’s 
then  began  withdrawing  to  the  rally  point  when  one  CSF  reported  seeing  a  half 
track  type  vehicle  with  a  quad-50  mounted  on  it.  During  the  process  of 
withdrawing  they  were  engaged  by  an  est-5 mated  two  companies  of  VC.  A  10  minute 
firefight  ensued  and  two  CSF  were  wounded.  The  CSF  then  broke  contact  and 
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another  30  minutes  as  the  entire  friendly  force  withdrew„  Having  expended 
all  ammunition,  the  CSF  returned  to  camp.  Friendly  losses  were  tvro  CSF 
wounded.  Enemy  losses  were  one  tanV  (belieted  to  be  a  PT--76)  heavily  damaged, 
if  not  destroyed.  An  estimated  30  VC  were  killed  or  wounded,  but  enemy  losses 
could  not  te  confirmed.  One  AK-ti7  rifle  was  captured. 


On  28  February,  Camp  Dunard,  A-3!il4,  Phuoo  Long  Pro^'ance,  received  approximately 
20  rounds  of  82  mm  mortar  fire  which  impacted  In  the  inner  perimeter.  The 
camp  returned  tire  with  mortar  and  artillery.  After  a  ten  minute  exchange  of 
fire,  the  enemy  withdrew,  Fift’^en  CSF  soldiers  were  wounded  during  the  attack. 

(b)  March ,  During  the  month  of  March,  the  number  o^  operations  conducted 
incieased  substantially . over  the  rrunber  of  con'^uctod  during  February.  Hot/ever, 
the  number  of  snenr/-  ccmtacts  and  enemy  killed  were  only  one  half  as  much  as 
they  ware  for  the  month  of  February,  A  total  of  company  sise  operations 
were  conducted  during  the  month  of  March  and  a'^countsd  for  69  enemy  killed  and 
23  enwiy  captured.  Friendly  losses  were  IjS  CIDO  and  one  WSF  killed,  129  CIDG, 
sixVNSF,  and  three  USASF  wounded,  and  four  CITXl  missing  in  action. 

On  3  March,  a  company  size  reconnaissance  in  force  opemat'on  r^om  camp  Chi  Linh, 
A'“333»  engaged  an  estimated  platoon  of  VC  33  Kil'^weters  so’itheast  of  Hon  Quan 
city,  A  brief  exchange  of  fire  ensued  before  the  enem"  broke  contact  and 
withdrew  north.  Friending  losses  wore  two  CSF  sold-’.ers  wounded.  Enemy  losses 
were  one  .VC  wounded,  and  iil,?00  rounds  of  small  arms  ammunition,  forty  two  82  rism 
mortar  rounds,  57  ppunds  of  explosives,  and  three  bicycles  captured,  twelve 
oicycles  and  25  pounds  of  explosives  wen  destroyed. 

On  3  March,  a  company  size  operation  from  camp  Katum,  A-322,  received  20  rounds 
of  82  mm  mortar  fire  from  a  position  approximately  Uo  kilometers  northwest  of 
Tay  Nlnh  city.  Friendly  losses  were  eight  CSF  soldiers  killed  and  10  wounded, 

A  company  size  reconnaissance  in  force  operation  from  camp  Tra  Cu,  A-352,  was 
engaged  by  an  -scimate  platoon  of  VC  on  10  March  in  an  area  lli  kilometers 
west  of  Due  Hoa  city.'  The  enemy  initiated  the  contact  with  small  arms,  which 
included  automatic  weapons,  and  .H<=79  grenade  launchers,  from  a  distance  of 
2D0  meters.  The  friendly  force  returned  fire  and  assaulted  t'le  enemy  position. 

A  FAC  was  on  station  and  light  ffyo  tearns  were  reoiiested.  In  addition,  a 
reaction  force  was  dispatched  from  camp  Tra  Cu  to  assist  the  element  Iri  contact, 
Before  a  link-up  could  be  established,  the  reaction  force  made  contact  and 
became  heavily  engaged  with  an  estimated  VC  battalion,  Llnk->up  was  nevor 
e'stablished  and  the  friendly  forces  broke  contact  after  a  four  hour  engagement 
and  returned  to  camp.  Tactical  air,  supported  by  light  fire  teams,  pl.aced 
airstrilces  on  the  enemy  while  the  ^’riendly  forces  withdrew.  Friendly  lo.sses 
were  13  CSF  soldiers  killed,  seven  wounded,  one  missing  and  two  individual 
weapons  io-:t,  Eneriy  lo.sses  were  four  VC  Icilled,  A  FAC  bomb  assessment 
credited  52  mure  VC  killed  by  air. 
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On  lU  Mai'ch;,  camp  KatuiUj  A-32i,  received  approximately  100  rounds  of  120  mm 

_ _ _ j  . — 
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caliber.  The  cneny  fire  come  from  the  southeast  at  an  est"’ mated  range  of 
2j500  meters.  The  camp  returned  fire  with  mortar  and  artillery  and  called 
tactical  air  in  support.  The  results  were  eight  CSF  soldiers  killed  and  25 
wounded.  On  the  following  day,  five  more  CSF  soldiers  were  wounded  when  the 
camp  received  21  rounds  of  82  mm  mo,rt^  fire. 

On  16  March,  a  compapy  size  operation  from  camp  Bis  Dop,  A-3U1,  ambushed  two 
NVA  tiTucks  from  a  distance  of  25  meters  approximately  33  ’kilometers  northeast 
of  St.ng  Be  city.  After  a  shoirt  fire  fight,  the  enemy  broke  contact  and  fled 
on  foot,  Fiiendly  losses  were  one  CSF  soldier  wounded.  Two  NVA  were  killed 
and  one  individual  weapon  was  captured.  Two  }/h  ton  trucks  were  destroyed. 

On  16  March,  a  MSF  company  sioe  reconnaissance  in  -force  operation  from  Detachipent 
B,36  found  a  cache  17  kilometers  -west-northwest  of  Due  Hoa  city.  The  cache 
contained  25  indi-  Idual  weapons,  one  crew  served  weapon,  twenty-six  60  mm 
mortar  rounds,  30  chlcom  grenades,  two  US  claymores,  300  pounds  of  medical 
supplies,  and  fivo  pounds  of  doevaents. 

Helibome  operation  Verdun  -was  conducted  during  the  period  19  March  to  23  March 
in  the  area  northeast  of  Loc  Ninh  and  southwest  of  Bu  Bop,  Four  MSF  companies 
and  two  CSF  comoanies  comprised  the  twe  task  forces.  On  19  March,  the  friendly 
element  was  engaged  by  an  estimated  VC  platoon  fi'cm  a  distsnee  of  150  meters 
approxnnately  '25  kilometers  north- northwest  of  Hon  Quan  city.  After  a  brief 
fire  fight,  the  enemy  broke  contact  and  vrithdrew  north.  Friendly  losses  were 
two  CSF  soldiers  Jcilled,  Enemy  losses  were  nine  VC  killed,  two  VC  captured, 
and  sir  samll  arms  captured. 

Helibome  operation  Tamatta  Shanee  was  conducted  from  23  March  through  28  March 
in  the  southwestern  portion  of  Phunc  Long  Province,  The  op)6ratlon  was  conducted 
by  two  task  fo'n'’°s  which  operated  from  separate  patrol  bases.  Contacts  however, 
were  few  and  small.  Total  enemy  losses  were  six  VC  killed  and  one  VC  wounded. 
Friendly  casualties  were  one  MSF  soldier  killed,  one  USASP  and  six  MSF  soldier 
wounded.  Approximately  16,000  pounds  of  bagged  rice,  one  500  pound  bomb,  12 
bicycles,  and  30-ii0  hea-vj’"  bunkers  were  destroyed. 


On  27  Marcht,  a  company  size  reconnaissance  in  force  operation  frexn  camp  Thien 
Ngon,  Aa,323,  was  engaged  by  an  unknown  size  VC  force  armed  with  semi-automatic 
and  automatic  small  arms  37  kilometers  north -northwest  of  Tan  Ninn  city.  The 
friendly  force  split  into  t-vro  elements.  The  smaller  element  broke  contact  and 
moved  with  their  wounded  to  an  extraction  LZ  which  was  located  one  mile  southeast 
of  the  contact  area.  The  main  element  was  surrounded  and  in  hea-yy  contact.  ,A 
standby  company  from  camp  Thien  Ngon  was  inserted  into  the  area  to  re-’jiforce 
the  element  in  contact.  Later  in  the  day,  all  friendly  forces  broke  contact 
and  were  extracted  from  the  area  by  helicopter.  Friendly  losses  were  three 
CSF  soldiers  killed,  27  wounded,  three  CSF  missing,  and  three  helicopters 
damaged  ty  grouTid  fire.  Had  friendly  forces  not  received  superior  fire  support 
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when  it  was  required,  the  superior  small  arms  firepower  of  the 
led  to  a  major  loss  of  friendly  forces. 

On  27  March,  a  company  of  CSF  from  camp  Ton^  La  Chon,  A-33h,  was  Inserted  into 
an  area  20  kilometers  easu  of  Hon  Quan  to  act  as  a  rear  reaction  force  for 
Detachment  B  -56,  which  was  in  heavy  contact.  Shortly  thereafter,  the  operation 
became  engaged  in  a  contact  initiated  by  a  relnf orcod  VC  company.  The  VC 
utilized  RPG  rockets,  mortars,  and  small  arms  from  a  distance  of  approximately 
150  meters.  After  a  90  minute  exchange  of  fire,  the  friendly  element  broke 
contact  under  the  cover  of  gunshlps  and  artillery.  The  results  of  this  operation 
were  five  CSF  soldiers  ki''led,  two  IBASF,  one  Y^SF,  and  13  CSF  soldiers  wounded. 
Enemy  losses  f;ere  five  VC  killed, 

(c)  April,  During  the  month  of  April  there  ware  519  company  size  operations 
and  a  total  of  137  enemy  killed  and  10  captured.  Friendly  losses  were  four 
USASF  killed,  seven  USASF  wounded,  one  VNSF  lulled,  seven  VNSF  wounded,  60  CIDG 
killed,  135  CIK}  wounded,  and  I9  CIDG  missing  in  action.  Opverations  during 
April  were  oriented  toward  increased  border  surveillance  and  interdiction  of 
eneniy  lina  of  communications,  , 

On  5  April, camps  Due  Hue  <uid  Tra  Cu  conducted  a  combined  Helimobile  operation. 
Land  Rover  HI,  in  Hau 'Nghia  Province.  This  operation  was  in  direct  response  to 
Intelligence  stating  that  a  large  VC  baae  area  was  located  north  northwest  of 
Tra  Cu,  Upon  insertion,  the  first  friendly  element  established  a  blocking  force 
and  shortly  thereafter  spotted  approximately  100  VC  armed  with  automatic  weapons. 
Tlie  blocking  force  inmediately  took  the  VC  unit  under  ■''ire  and  moved  out  iti 
pursuit  of  the  VC.,  The  second  frtendly  element  was  then  inserted  to  block 
the  VC  avenue  of  escape,  Gnnships  and  artillery  we'^e  called  in  aad  an  intensive 
firefight  ensued.  The  initial  blocking  force  element  became  pinned  down  b:/’  an 
estimated  VC  company  in  well  fortified  bun’ er  positions.  LFT's  concentrated 
on  freeing  this  entrapped  element  but  were  una’^le  to  suppress  the  enemy’s  fire 
superiority,  AlE  Sk^/raiders  and  F105  jets  conducted  alrstriVes.  Heavy  contact 
stilJL  continued  for  the  remainder  of  the  day.  At  aoproximately  sunset  the  VC 
broke  contact  and  the  friendly  forces  were  extracted.  The  final  reaults  were 
one  US  pil.ot  and  one  CSF  soldier  killed,  two  US  helicopter  crewmen,  two  USASF, 
one  VNSF  and  six  CS¥  soldiers  wounded,  and  four  CSF  tnisslngln  action,  Eneny 
losses  vrere  16  VC  killed  and  six  weapons  captured,  FAC  est 'mated  that  an 
aduiiiona'L  UO  VC  were  killad  rtf  airstrii'O,  One  noteworthy  observation  during 
the  contact  iras  that  too  VC  hunker  was  able  to  -withst.-md  bombardment  ly 

500  pound  bombs  and  heavy  artillery  with  no  apparent  effect  on  its  occupants. 

On  6  April,  a  comany  of  CSF  soldiers  from  camp  Thion  Ngon,  A-323,  moved  from 
their  overnight  position  located  approximately  five  kilometers  north  of  camp 
Thien  Ngon.  After  a  one  hour  march,  +hc-y  were  ambushed  by  an  estimated  enemy 
compary,  which  ’.mas  set  up  in  an  "L"  shaped  ambush  position.  Intense  automatic 
weapons  firs  and  B-itO  roctets  -ieve  received  from  the  front  and  from  the  left 
flank.  Artillery  was  called  in  on  the  ambush  positions  and  the  friendly  element 
broke  contact  and  withdrew  to  the  closest  LZ  to  evacuate  r^ounded.  An  artillery 
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air  observer  arrived  and  adjusted  the  art-illery  vhlle  contact  was  being  broken. 
Friendly  losses  were  four  CSF  soldiers  killed,  28  CSF  soldiers  wounded,  and  one 
U3ASF  slightly  wounded.  Enemy  casualties  are  unknown. 


On  8  April  ^  camp  Kaiura,  A  received  17  rounds  of  82  irar,  mortar  fire  from  « 

location  southeast  of  the  canip.  The  five  rounds  which  imoacted  inside  the 
camr,  kalled  nine  CSF  soldi ors  and  wonndod  one  U:>hSF  and  three  CSF  soldiers, 
Lat-i  on  the  sane  day,  camp  Katum  received  an  unknown  tyne  of  munition 
containing  a  not  control  typo  gas.  The  gas  had  a  moderate  effect  on  the 
camp  personnel.  On  the  following  day,  50  pounds  of  82  mm  mortar  fire  were 
received  and  one  USASF  advisor  was  wounded. 


On  20  April  at  0305  hours,  camp  Tra  Cu,  A-.352,  beran  rQceivi.ng  incoming  IiPG-7j 
B-L|.0,  75  mm  RR  and  82  mm  mortar  rounds  in.  and  around  tie  camp,  Ibe  fire  came 
from  three  directionsj-  from  the  west,  across  t  he  onen  grou-d,  fr 'in  the  north, 
across  the  Vam  Co  Dong  Rlvor,  .and  th  '  east  across  the  Dinh  Cay  Canal,  A.t 
200330  hours  a  ground  attack  was  launched  from  the  west  nod  continued  until 
OiiiO  when  the  main  VC  force  withdrew  on  all  sides.  At  one  point  in  the  ground 
attacld.  a  VC  squad  reached  the  camp  inner  perimeter  herrn  and  five  VC  .  almost 
gained  access  into  the  inner  compound.  They  were  immediatel:^  repulsed  by  CSF 
personnel.  One  CSF  member  had  refused  to  fire  on  tiie  atta^'lcers  and  attempted 
to  turn  a  ..iO  caliber  HG  into  the  mner  compound,  but  he  was  apprehended  before 
this  act  could  be  completed.  It  was  later  determined  that  a  ‘'.irge  VC  infrastructure 
did  exist  within  the  camp.  These  VC  suspects  were  apprehended  tbs  nert  day. 

The  VC  were  uriahle  to  succeed  in  thoii  attempt  to  overrun  the  camp  and  it  is 
bel:.eved  they  were  relying  Vieavliy  on  the  help  that  they  expected  to  receive 
from  within  the  camp  itself.  The  results  of  the  attack  were  68  VC  killed,  one 
VC  captured,  four  VC  suspects  captured,  3U  weapons,  numerous  munitions  and  two 
pounds  of  documents  captured.  Friendly  losses  Mere  six  CSF  killed,  five  VNSF, 
and  13  CSF  v/ounded  and  one  CSF  missing.  The  deciding  factor  in  spoiling  this 
attack  was  the  tremendous  support  received  from  I.i.areship  and  Spooky  aircraft. 

These  support  elements  arrived  on  site  m-inutes  after  the  attack  was  launched. 


On  26  Aprllj  a  company  size  clearing  operation  from  Camp  Thien  Ngon,  A-323, 
was  engaged  by  an  estimated  VC  comparp''  with  automatic  weapons  and  RK)  flrd 
from  a  distance  of  ten  meters,  Tho  contact  occurred  36  kiloneter.s  northwest 
?  of  Tay  Ninh  City,  Friendly  forces  returned  fire,  then  broke  contact  to  call 

;  artillery  on  enemy  positions.  After  a  two  hour  enpagomen friendly  forces 

;  withdrew  to  a  landing  zone  to  evacuate  tnej.r  -.lounded,  Frienuly  lo=^ses  wers 

one  USASF  and  ei^ht  CSF  soldiers  wounded,  an'i  13  CSF  soldiers  missing  in  action. 

*  On  30  April.,  camp  Ben  3oi,  A  321,  raceived  15  rounds  of  82  mm  mortar  fire  and 

I  small  arms  fire  from  the  east.  The  camp  rotumed  oire  vjith  mortars  and 

s  artillery.  Friendly  losses  were  one  CSF  Dildler  killed,  three  USASF  and  19 

I  CSF  soldiers  wounded, 
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(ItAyiV  The  Initial  onslaught  of  the  Viet  Cong  Tet  offensive  in  the 

operatipnal  area  of  Company  B  saw  major  attacks  conducted  against  U9/jVK  forces 
and  facilities  at  Moo  Hcaj  Chau  Doc,  and  Cao  Lanh»  Primarily  in  reaction  to  the 
Tet  offensive,  the  past  quarter  began  with  significant  increases  in  friendly 
small  unit  and  spsclal  oparatious.  Consequently,  the  number  of  significant 
contacts  and  subsequent  results  also  increased.  As  the  offensive  ended,  the 
Viet  Cong  returned  to  safer  operational  and  base  areas  only  to  be  hit  and 
harassed  in  March  and  April  by  rapidly  expanded  friendly  operations.  As  a 
result  of  the  new  company  saturation  patrolling  policy  which  requires  each 
camp  t-o  maintain  an  operation  (the  size  of  wViich  varies  from  squad  to  multi- 
company)  In  ail  portions  of  their  TAOH  at. all  times,  a  500^  increase  in  those 
patrol  operations  has  resulted  since  the  program  was  initiated  on  1  February, 

At  the  saise  time,  a  50f»  increase  in  company  size  operations  has  been  noted. 

The  major  result  of  these  operations  has  been  the  destruction  or  capture  of 
large  amounts  of  Viat  Cong  aunnlles.  Since  1  Fehnianr,  units  subordinate  to 
Company  D  have  conducted  J 761  company,  8j8l  platoon  and  11  squad  size  operations, 
lUl  friendly  initiated  contacts  were  nada.  A  special  opsrLtion,  coded  SNAKHIAK, 
was  inserted  in  i ien  Tuorg  and  Kien  Phong  Provinces  "1th  130  MSF  and  nine 
Americans,  Its  mission  was  to  conduct  guerrilla  operations.  Interdict  known 
land  and  water  infiltration  routes  and  conduct  search  and  destroy  operations 
etgainst  knoim  and  suspected  VC  Installations,  Three  separate  phases  of  this 
operation  have  been  inserted  to  date.  Another  special  oneration,  coded  NEWPORT, 
was  inserted  on  13  March  1968  with  15C  MSf  and  six  USASF,  Its  AO  was  in  Kien 
Giang  Province,  south  of  Vinh  Gia„  Its  mission  was  to  Interdict  VC  communication 
and  supply  routes  in  the  area  and  to  conduct  search  and  destroy  operations 
against  known  and  suspected  VC  installations,  I^ase  I  of  the  operation  ended 
on  28  March  with  negative  results.  Phase  II  of  this  operation  comonced  on 
10  April  1968  under  the  coda  SL'  jXJEH/J-T'IER,  Two  MSF  and  two  CSF  companies  were 
ccfnmitted  to  the  operational  area,  Dalta  Falcon  ope’-ations  began  in  IV  Corps 
m  mid-March,  The  operations  were  Inltj.ally  conducted  in  the  Kien  Tuong  area 
by  troops  from  A. and  and  later  in  Kien  Giang  Province  by  CSF  and 

MSF  troops  from  Detachment  A-.I42I  and  B..ii0  respectively.  The  basic  concept  of 
this  operation  is  to  seek  out  and  destroy  VC  base  areas,  resupnly  points,  and 
infiltration  routes  using  Cobra  Gunships.  Cince  a  fix  Is  made  on  a  VC  position, 
reaction  troops  are  immediately  brought  in  by  UH-ID  helicopters  to  engage  any 
VC  In  the  area  and  assess  che  damage  and  losses  sustained  by  the  enemy.  The 
strong  poirit  of  this  operation  is  its  raobiliuy  and  quick  reaction  time,  P^sults 
so  far  iiavo  been  sigri.i.fli.aut.  During  a  two  week  oporationaTL  period,  for  example, 
it  notced  18  VG  killed,  ?.k  captured,  15C  sampans  damaged  or  destroyed,  53 
buildings  destroyed,  uhrea  weapons,  food,  documents,  and  medical  supplies 
raptured.  Friendly  looses  M':->’e  four  C3F  wounded,  Tt-jo  comnanies  of  MSF  are  now 
on  constant  standby  foi  the  Delta  Falcon  pro.iect.  If  contact  is  made  with 
a  sufficiently  large  VC  force,  additional  troops  from  the  nearest  "A"  Camp 
may  also  be  committed.  In  April,  Company  D  estnolispcd  a  Forward  Oparations 
Canter  (FX)  at  Cao  Lar.h,  The  FOC  will  consolidate  and  monitor  all  Special 
Forces  Onera'lonal  Rryioris  to  the  linih  3TZ  and  Company  D,  5th  SFGA,  In  addition, 
the  FOC  will  consolidate  <vnd  procesb  all  Special  Forces  roquosts  for  tactical 
air  .’ind  tactical  helicopter  support.  The  iX  will  have  an  Intelligence  section 
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■which  will  consolidate  all  intslligcnce  received  from  the  E  detachinonts  and 
forward  it  to  Company  D  and  the  hath  STZ„  To  supervise  the  FOGj,  the  position 
of  Company  D  Deputy  Commander  has  been  estaViished,  The  Dennty  vnll  be 
assigned  to  ihe  FOC  on  a  nennanent  bnsis„  .Ip.  addition,  the  CO,  U3ASF  Company 
D  and  the  CO,  VUCF  D*tachmcnt  C-h  wrll  commute  to  Gao  Lanh  on  a  daily  basis 
to  coordinate  Special  Forces  com  1  and  and  operational  msMers  with  the  Senior 
Advisor  and  the  Command  sr  hlith  STZ,  The  constr'uction  of  camp  Thanh  Tri,  i 

A«lil[[  has  progressed  rapidly  since  its  insertion  on  15  March  1963,  Construction' 
continues  on  camp  My  Dicn  II  within  the  month  of  May,  My  Dien  II  Is  expected 
to  become  fully  operational,  running  regnlar  operatio-^s  throughout  its  TAOR, 

Pnring  the  month  of  February  a  total  of  195  comoanv  sir.e 
operations  and  1738  platoon  size  operations  were  conducted.  Enemy  losses  were 
387  killed,  20  wounded,  and  91  capturoi.  Friendly  losses  included  )j6  CIDG, 

110  PtF/PF,  and  two  'RBF  killed,  V/ounded  in  action  ■KO'^e  120  CI’Xj,  35  RF/PF', 
six  VNSF,  and  21  U3A3F  personnel.  Significant  contacts  follow. 

During  the  period  29  January  5  February,  Co  -pany  D  and  'the  Can  Tbc  airfield 
co.'.plex  raceived  acoroximatoly  150-Ii5  rounds  of  nnem’'  indirect  fire.  On  the 
morning  of  31  January,  Company  D  and  the  city  of  Can  Tbo  came  under  attack# 

Heavy  fighting  continued  in  the  cliy  untiJ  /  rebruary.  A  mortar  attack,  which 
was  dir-ected  at  the  Company  D  compound  on  2  February,  resulted  in  t’Tee  U5ASF 
wounded.  A  fire  that  resiuted  in  ihe  Sp  storage  was  extinguoshed  after  only 
a  slight  loss  of  equipment.  On  1  February,  the  city  of  Can  Tno  v/as  secured  and 
friendly  units  were  in  light  con.tact  w^th  the  VC  on  the  outer  edges  of  the  ci.ty, 
Duxixig  the  period,,  a  total  of  ^6  local  ci.vi.i^an.s  were  ki''led  and  5h8  homes  or 
structures  were  destroyeu,  Fiiondly  forces  suf-^ered  ili  RF/PF,  17  ARVU,  and  12 
ARVN  Rangers  kfled. 

On  31  January  at  01145  hours,  Dci.aclimont  3  h2  and  the  c’ty  of  Chau  Doc  came  under 
attack  by  an  estimated  reinforced  VC  company.  Initially  the  city  was  infiltrated 
by  s.iiall  groups  -which  established  themsolvos  in  key  locations  which  enabled 
them  to  ta.l'.e  control  over  the  majority  of  tho  city.  Mass  casualties  and 
extensive  damage  to  the  city  mounted  aft'-!!  four  days  of  fightinr’.  Approximately 
1/U  of  tno  city  (1239  homes  was  destroyed  by  fire.  The  PRU  in  conjunction 
with  the  SEAL  s  forraed  small  well  armed  fire  teams  and  cleared  the  majority  of 
the  key  positions  held  h--  the  enemy.  On  2  February,  the  VC  began  to  withdraw 
by  uainj'  civixja.ns  as  cover,  Fri.endly  losses  a  ring  the  fighting  were  two  US, 

56  RF/PF,  three  PRU,  aind  oveia  j.OO  civilians  killed.  Three  US,  loO  RF/PF,  a.nd 
over  100  civilians,  i-mre  wounaod.  The  enomy  lost  122  VC  killed  and  an  unknown 
number  wire  'wO'inded.  Three  ’’cy  enemy  loaders  and  20  weanons  -were  captured. 

On  2  Februar:;-  at  OhOO  hours,  Dotachment  B-.Iil  and  tbo  pi  ty  of  Moc  Hoa  came 
under  a  itiortar  and  round  attack  b  ’  an  citimatO'''  tivo  VC  battalions.  Heavy 
fighting  cont'nuod  throughout  the  morniu"  i-rth  sporadic  ^irefin-bts  reported 
during  the.  afternoon..  By  u  Felr'inry,  the  fir-hr^n''  has  divindled  to  light  .sniper 
fire  within  th-o  city.  Friendly  jo.ssps  were  thraa  RF,  three  C.CF,  four  ARVM, 
throe  Hationru  Police,,  and  sev.in  civilians  kiiled.  One  CSP,  four  US,  16  ARVN, 
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and  27  civilians  were  wounded,,  Coni'im.ed  enemy  losses  were  I36  VC  killed. 

An  additional  80  VC  dead  were  buried  ',not  US  confirmed),  and  37  weapons  were 
captured. 


Ch  7  February,,  an  estimated  VC  B,attalion  attacked  the  city  of  Cao  Eanh  and 
the  compound,  A  three  hour  and  30  minute  fire''ight  ensued  and  ended  with 

the  VC  breaKlng  contact  and  withdrawing  in  all  directions.  Enemy  Losses  were 
I4I  VC  kilJ.ed  and  lu  weapons  captured.  Friendly  losses  were  two  MACV  ad-risors, 
one  ARVN,  and  five  RF.'G'F  soldiers  killed,  and  13  MACV  advisors,  tvro  USA.SF,  two 
VNSFj  and  25  KF/PF  soldiers  wounded. 


On  9  February,  a  reconnaissance  inicuce  opGratienj  i-iiich  consisted  of  tbor-ee 
U3ASF,  one  CSF  cempanj-  one  C'iil  one  MaCV  advisor,  and  one  ARTO  battalion  from 
Cao  Lanh,  came  in  contact  with  an  estimated  2  VC  companies.  A  heavy  fireflght 
developed  and  at  loO  hours  the  Ruth  STZ  assumed  control  over  the  operations. 

At  1305  hours  the  ARVIi  battalion  was  creere-d  to  uithdraw.  One  C5F  company  and 
one  CRP  remained  in  contact.  At  13'0  hours  the  two  friendly  elements  withdrew 
and  the  operation  wa.s  teminated,  ResuH-s  of  this  action  ■'.■jQ''e  16  VC  k'^lled, 
one  VC  captured,  and  five  weapons  cantured.  Friendly  losses  wore  one  RF  and 
three  ARVK  soldiers ' killed,  and  three  C^F,  one  RF,  and  11  ARVN  soldiers  wounded. 

On  ill  Febru.iry  a  platoon  sisc  on^rarion  from  camp  Bxnh  Thanh  "^^on,  A~i4.13, 
initiated  contact  with  anettimated  VC  paltoon  15  kilometers  northwest  of 
Hoc  Uoa,  A  fire  fight  between  the  two  <‘orces  ended  with  the  VC  breaking  contact. 
P,esults  of  the  engagement  '.inv-.  17  VC  ki^’led,  two  VC  cap'ured,  one  60  nrni  morta,', 
one  AK.-U7  assault  rifle,  one  PRC.-25  -ladio,  100  rounds  of  60  mm  mortar  ammunition, 
UO  RPG-2  rockets,  and  niscellannou,s  equipment  captured.  Friendly  losses  were 
■one  CSF  soldier  killed,  and  tniee  CSF  .sold'ars  wounded. 

On  18  February,  the  Company  D  compound  in  Can  Tho  came  under  mortar  and  rcooilless 
rifle  attack,  Tho  disnensary  received  a  direct  hit,  TVie  resulting  fire 
completely  destroyed  the  despensary  and  the  ad, joining  medical  supply  warehouse. 

The  fire  also  caused  heavy  damage  to  the  amis  room  and  destroyed  a  large  number 
of  crew  served  weapons  and  small  arms. 

Oh  21  February,  Detaclinent  B -iil  in  Moo  Hoa  uncovered  a  VC  cacVie  site  only  200 

irieters  fiom  Ui«ir  cOnpeUpu,  Tlie  CeiC'itM  sitS  COirtaLunu  ari  extensive  aiiiOuUt  Of 
mortar  recoilless  rifle  cmrimriiti  on,  actomatiO  and  somi-autonati  c  weapons, 
^eraCAition,  medical  sv.nplies,  and  signal  equipment.  Extraction  vr'S  slow  due 
to  the  presence  t>f  VC  booby  traps. 

On  26  February,  a  reconnaissance  in  force  operation  consisting  of  two  CSF 
companies  and  one  RF  company  from  Thuong  Tnoi,  A.. Li?,  initiated  contact  with 
an  estimated  150  VC  in  dug-ln  positions  five  kilometers  north  of  Hong  Nhu. 

Friendly  elements  assaulted  the  VC  positions  an  ■!  we->'e  sunnorted  bv  105  mm 
howitzer  and  U,2  inch  mortar  fire.  The  friendly  elements  became  pinned  down  by 
a  heavy  volume  of  enemy  fire.  Two  air  strikes  were  delivered  on  the  VC  position, 
Gunship  supnort  requested  but  denied,  A  second  assault  was  attempted,  but 
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the  friendly  elements  araln  we^e  pinned  dovm„  After  an  slrht  honr  firsfinht, 
the  friendly  olements  oroke  contacto  Because  of  the  impen'^ing  darkness  and 
lack  of  funship  support*,  the  operation  relumed  to  base  camp,  Enei'ny  casualties 
could  not,  be  confirrried^  however*,  an  estimated  10  VC  were  killed  .and  another 
1$  wounded„  Geventy  structures  and  10  sampans  vte”0  destroyed.  Friendly 
casualties  were  two  OSF  soldiers  killed  and  three  wounded, 

(b)  March.  Qurintt  the  month  of  Marchy  a  total  of  577  comnanv  size 
operations  and  32[il  platoon  size  operations  were  conducted.  Enamy  losses  wer« 

195  killed j  72  wounded^,  and  7U  captured,  f  riendly  losses  included  12  GIDO 
and  57  RF/PF  killed.  A  tot.il  of  JIO  CIDG^.  2j8'KF/PFj,  one  VNGF,  and  13  USASF 
were  wounded.  Summaries  of  significant  contacts  follow. 

On  7  March,  two  C.SF  platoons  from  camp  Kinh  Quan  IX^,  A-.iil2,  ambuslied  a  VC 
squad  and  killed  seven  VQ.  fwo  Russian  carbines  were  captured. 

On  13  Marchj  MSF  operation  Hewport  commenced  when  one  MSF  comnany  was  airlanded 
into  an  LZ  11  kilometers  southwest  of  camp  Vjnh  Gia,  A-lh9,  Their  mission  was 
to  interdict  enemy  logistical  actlvir.ies  in  the  area.  On  the  morning  of  15 
Karchj,  contact  was  established  with  a  VC  squad  a^d  sporadic  contact  v;ith  small 
enemy  units  continued  throughoiit  the  day,  G  'nshins  placed  fire  at  llli5  hours 
on  enemy  positions  and  Initiated  a  senes  of  soeondary  eirplosions  which  lasted 
for  90  minutes.  Apparently  a  large  VC  cache  site  was  destroyed.  At  1955  hours, 
the  friendly  elements  received  60  mm  moitar  fire  which  was  follovjed  by  a  ground 
attack  by  an  estimated  VC  batt-aiion.  Results  of  this  action  were  one  USASF  and 
three  FLSF  .soldiers  wounded. 

On  li*  Harchj  elements  of  a  MSF  company  participating  in  ooeration  Snakeman  were 
ambushed  by  ari  unknoim  wimber  of  VC  I4O  kilometers  northwest  of  Hoc  Hoa.  One 
USASF  and  eight  MSF  sol.dier.s  were  wounded.  Two  VC  were  killed  In  tho  engagement 
and  a  search  of  tho  ambush  sits  the  followin'.^  day  indicated  that  several  VC 
bodies  had  been  carried  away  during  the  night. 

On  111  March„  one  !iSF  camp.iny  and  one  '-.CF  company  departed  on  an  ops  rati  on  to 
relocate  camp  Moc  Hoa,  A-lilU.  During  that  week  Detachment  A-lih2,  Phu  Quoc 
Island,  (IV  GTZ  CIDG  Training  Centor)  was  relocated  to  camp  To  Chau.  Detachments 
A^h02  and  A.I1O3  and  their  MSF  assets  were  relocated  from  To  Chau  to  Hoc  Hoa, 

1?  March,  a  reconnaissance  in  force  operation,  which  con.eisted  on  one  GSF 
company,  two  CRP_,  four  USASF,  and  four  VIISF  from  camp  Cal  Cal,  A»l4.31,  initiated 
contact  vjitli  two  enemy  platoons  h5  kilometers  northwest  of  Moc  Hofi.  The  eneny 
were  believed  to  he  NVA,  A  one  hour  and  hO  minute  fir*  fight  terra-^nated  after 
the  enemy  broke  contact  .nd  withdrew  across  the  Dorder  into  Cambodia,  They 
carried  a  number  of  their  dead  with  them.  TViree  enemy  bodi  es  and  three  K-1 
rifles  were  left  on  the  battlefield.  If  the  enomy  encountered  were  in  fact 
I3VA„  this  would  mark  the  first  tis’e  contact  was  established  with  an  IT/A  unit 
by  USASF  advised  forces  in  IT  CTS, 
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On  17  Mavchj  two  OSF  companies  from,  camp  Kinh  Quaii  Ily  A-.)il2j  initiated  contact 
with  one  VC  oquact  35  Filomet'irs  northeast  of  Sa  nec»  Small  arms  fire  was 
exchanged  and  the  VC  attempted  to  fl.ee  sout^i.  Rc.sults  of  this  contact  were  11 
VC  captured. 


On  <L’5  Marchj  one  CSF  company  from  camp  Ea  Xoaij,  acting  as  a  Delta  Falcon 
reaction  force,  conducted  a  raid  on  a  vC  l^ase  area  ki'iometers  south  of  Chau 
Doc,  A  15  minute  exchange  of  fire  occucri.d  before  the  VC  broke  contact  and  jled 
northeast,  Re-sults  of  this  action  uo  e  lu  VC  kill.cd.  Five  small  arms, 
a.ssortod  small  ams  ammuniticn,  communications  enulomont,  med-ical  equioment, 
and  docimieats  w-nre  captured.  Destroyed  wore  1,000  kilograms  of  rice,  500 
kilograms  of  dilnd  fish,  20  .tmpans,  and  25  structures. 


On  25  March,  two  CSF  platoons  from  camp  Ba  Xoai,  A^k21,  initiated  contact  with 
two  VC  platoons  during  a  reconnaissance  in  force  operation  conducted  li5 
kilometers  west  of  Long  Xuyen,  The  friendly  forces  assaulted  and  overran  the 
VC  positions  after  a  15  minute  firefi.ght.  Four  VC  were  killed^  nine  VC  and  two 
weapons  were  captured.  Twenty  structures  and  52  sampans  were  destroyedij  U8 
sampans  were  damaged.  Two  C3F  soldiers  were  wounded  during  the  action. 


t.c  )  Apr iJ. ,  Duri  ^g  the  month  of  April,  a  total  of  789  company  size 
operations  and  3353  platoon  si -c  operations  were  conducted.  Enemy  losses  were 
257  killed,  hh  wounded,  and  1?9  <..a,')t'ircd.  Friendly  losses  were  69  CIDG,  21 
RF/FT,  one  VllSF,  and  one  'JSAI.IF  killed,  Ei'/hty- six  ClDG,  66  RF/DF,  anh  five 
USASf  personnel  were  wounded,  Surmriai  lee  of  significant  cont.acts  follow. 


Oa  7'  April,,  one  M3F  co  puny  on  opo-’ation  Snakeman  encountered  three  VC  platoons 
iiO  kilom.oters  nocthwesr  cC  Ilor.  Hoe,  A  fierce  firefight  forced  the  VC  to 
Tfithdriw  toward  the  Camibodian  border,  A  .sw';f;p  of  the  n  -ea  eonfi.ried  15  VC 
killed.  One  UGA3F  and.  four  C.SF  soldiers  were  wouJidoQ, 


Tnree  CSF  platoons  fror;  Camp  13a  Xoa:.,  A.^liSl,  an<!  ono  ‘iSF  platoon  were  inserted 
on  7  A.prll  into  an  area  50  kilonetrjrs  northwe.st  of  .'inch  Ola  in  response  to  a 
Pil  interrogation  repert.  The  F,/  acted  a.s  a  guide  and  l-'d  the  '’rie'dly  elements 
to  a  large  arms  and  ammunition  cache,  Ori''^Sp  following  morri’rrr  the  operation 
located  a  second  cache  in  the  .same  vlci’oty,  Enulnment  captured  consisted  of 
29  crew  served  vesapens,  191  small  arms  vreapons,  230  mortar  rouuds,  l6l  5^  mm 
recoiiieas  rifle  rounds,  2?U  liK)v..2  and  RIG-?  rord<etg,  23'^>0f*0  rounds  of  s.mall 
arms  ainmuuition,  18  aiati-personnel  mines,  ei<’ht  cases  of  medical  equipment,  and 
one  82  mm  mqrtar  bipod. 


On  11  April.,,  a  joint  reconnaissance  in  force  opern  ion,  whach  consisted  of 
four  CSF  compan.ies two  CRP-s,  four  F5A3F  ,,  and  six  VNSF  from  camos  Kinh  Quan 

A  I4I2  ,  nd  My  Da^  A-5>j.  initiated  contact  with  one  VC  platoon  32  kilometers 
north  of  Vmh  Long,  After  a  3)i  ief  exchange  of  firOj  the  VC  hrolce  contact  and 
Tn.thdieu  east.  One  CSF  .■3cJQi(;r  wa.s  Fill 'd  and  four  were  wounded  in  the  contact. 
Three  hour.s  later,  at  a  point  Xj,500  meters  nor th-nor thwe.st  of  the  first  contact, 
the  operation  estab.Llst.ed  c(;ntAct  vfith  and  liec-amc-  surrounded  by  two  VC  battalions 
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The  VC  were  armed  with  semi-automatic  and  automatic  weapons  and  120  imn  mortarp. 
^'.riendly  eloraonts  were  supported  by  artillery,  gueships,  and  airstrike.  After 
two  hours  of  fightn.i)',  the  VC  broke  contact  and  withdrew  oasto  Results  of  this 
contsct-  V6ir9  ouG  VC  ouapecfc  do Uiineu ,  one  VNl"  and  ei^ht  CSF  soldiers  Icilled, 
eight  C3F  soldiers  woundcdj,  and  llj  C3F  soldiers  missing.  Friendly  elements  lost 
one  A-6  lir^ht  machine  gun,  30  small  arms,  and  one  PRC-25  radio. 

On  15  April,  one  CSF  platoon  from  camp  Tuyen  Nhon,  A-)4l5,  initiated  contact  with 
one  VC  company  23  kilometers  east  of  Hoc  Hoa  during  a  Pelta  Falcon  operation. 

The  VC  broke  contact  and  withdrew  south.  Fourteen  VC  were  ki''led  (confirmed) 
and  an  additional  I8  VC  were  estimated  killed. 

On  17  April,  a  platoon  sice  patrol  from  camp  Binh  Tlianh  Tbon,  A-ipL^,  located 
and  destroyed  a  ijemanent  type  VC  base  camp.  Included  In  the  base  camp  were 
a  hospital.,  mess  hall,  and  billets.  Captured  miterial  included  five 
rockets,  I6  B-)).0  rockets,  and  10,000  rounds  of  7,62  mm  ammunition.  An 
airstrike  was  delivered  on  the  >iase  camp  after  the  friendly  elements  withdrew 
from  the  area. 


On  18  April,  two  HSF  conpanies  on  operation  Slodgehamner  located  a  VC  village 
32  kilometers  east  southeast  o.l'  Ha  Tien.  Friendly  elements  destroyed  32 
structures,  sjjc  sampans,  and  'jOO  kilograms  of  rice,  Later  in  the  day  friendly 
elements  Initiated  contact  with  12  VC  near  the  village.  Results  of  this  contact 
were  five  VC  killed. 


On  .19  April  at  I83O  hours,  one  MSF  company  on  operation  Snakoman  initiated 
contact  with  an  estimated  VC  squad  37  kilometers  northwest  of  Hoc  Hoa,  i^hile 
assaulting  the  VC  positions,  approximately  200  VC  appeared  from  concealad 
bunJcei-s  which  were  located  on  the  company’s  flank.  The  VC  were  armed  with 
60  mm  mortars,  light  machine  guns  and  AK..u7  assaailt  rifles.  The  MSF  company 
was  overrun.  The  results  of  this  action  were  one  .USABF  and  Iil  M3F  soldiers 
killed,  one  USA3F  and  23  MSF  soldiers  wounded,  and  seven  MSF  soldiers  missing. 
Friendly  elements  also  lost  twe  crew  served  weapons,  5h  small  arms,  three 
radios,  and  138  rucksacks.  Two  CSF  comoanies,  which  reacted  to  the  request  for 
assistance,  failed  to  rcstablish  contact  vrith  the  enetig;'  force. 

Qii  21  Apiil,  a  platoon  site  patrol  from  Ba  Xcai,  A-h21,  located  and  destroyed 
a  company  site  VC  base  area  35  kilometers  east  o''  Ha  Tien,  Indications  were 
that  the  base  camp  had  not  been  used  in  several  months,.  The  patrol  located 
and  destroyed  a  well  conceal.ed,  and  recently  evacuated,  100  bed  hospital 
3,500  meters  north  of  the  base  camp. 


On  ?3  April,  one  MSF  company  on  a  Delta  Falcon  operation  initiated  contact  with 
cin  unknown  size  VC  force  37  kllanet.ers  north  of  Cao  Lanh,  Gporadic  contact  was 
maintained  for  four  and  one  half  hours,  at,  which  time  the  MSF  comnany  was 
extracted.  There  wore  no  friendly  casualties,  Ei:-^hteen  VC  were  killed,  lU  of 
which  were  killed  by  air.  Four  VC  and  three  small  arms  were  captured. 
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A  reconnaissance  in  force  operation,  which  c  ns Is ted  of  two  CSF  comnaning  from 
camp  3inh  'Thanh  'Thon,  A»lil5v  -srid  one  GIF  company  from  camp  Kinh  Quan  II,  A-lil2, 
initiated  contact  with  two  VC  plo'oons  on  2U  April.  Ttio  contact  occurred  12 
kilometers  northwest  of  Koc  Hoa.  A  Tierce  99  minute  ‘’ire  flTht  was  foilowea 
by  supporting  fire  from  Cobra  nuuships.  The  enemy  broke  contact  and  withdrew 
north.  Results  of  this  contact  were  1',’  VC  killid,  lia  of  which  were  killed  by 
airj  two  chicom  light  machine  guns  and  four  AK*h7  a'^sanlt  rifles  were  captured. 
Friendly  losses  were  two  CSF  soldiers  killed  and  10  wounded.  Two  light 
observation  helicopters  were  shot  down  aui  +wo  UC  Amy  Pilots  were  wounded. 

One  of  the  helicopters  was  recovered,  hui.  the  other  sank  in  a  river. 


(5  _  Ope  rj^t  ions. 

(a)  Operation  Rapid  fire  VII  ‘,3.  jo)  was  conducted  during  the  period  13 
February  -  '21.  March  in  Rau  Nghia  Province,  Til  CTZ.  Ttie  op’ra+io'-'  consisted 
of  a  headquarters  and  comiTiunication  section,  two  MGF  comnanios  and  10  reconnaissance 
teams  which  were  auiymented  by  25  I-RRP  personnel,  from  II  FF^  assets.  There 
were  four  company,  11  pl.ntoon_  and  hO  team  op^'rations  conducted  v;hi.ch  resulted 
m,  35  contacts.  Enemy  losses  were  UU  trilled,  three  wounded,  and  fi’/e  captured. 
Fifteen  weapons  were  also  captured.  Friend!;/  losses  were  one  US  helicoptor 
crewmen  killod.  one  USASF  and  o''o  Cl'Xi  soldi  -r  wounded.  One  UHlD  helicoptor 
was  destroyed.  One  MSF  company  which  wss  attached  to  operation  Big  John  I 
discovered  a  cache  site  that  conta'md  1.3  vreapons  "nd  assorted  ammunition, 
large  enemy  troop  concentraf  I'na  were  also  found  within  the  e  rea  of  operation. 

It  wag  determined  by  the  operation  conducted  that  this  area  is  not  suitable 
for  interdiction  by  small  units  because  of  the  flat  ter-ain  and  lack  of  foliage. 
Enemy  units  therefore  can  nova  at  night  in  any  d'^rect'on  without  utilizing 
trails  or  canals. 


(b)  Operation  Samurai  IV  (3-  5?  Project  Delta)  was  conducted  in  Thua  Thien 
Province  T  CTZ,  during  the  period  h  Hcreh  -  U  Ap,ril  under  t'ne  OPCCN  of  CG  III 
MAF,/CG  Provisional  Corps  Vietnam,  The  task  organization  consisted  of  a  headquarters 
and  communications  section,  10  recon  t  ans.  ao  roadrunner  team-s,  three  companies 
of  the  8ist  Airborne  Ranger  Battalion  ).  a  MS?  company,  ■'■id  a  CIDG  security 

platoon.  There  were  10  canpany,  two  platoon,  anu  18  team  operations  conducted 
and  21  contacts  established.  Thirty-one  enemy  we  'e  Vrilled  and  one  captured. 

An  additional  36  enerty  were  'Killed  by  air  support.  Also  captured  were  15  weapons 
There  were  two  USA3F  personnel  .ind  17  pcrsw^r.ol  from  assets /augmentation  units 
killed  during  c-perations,  Tne  operations  revealed  that  &  major  i-oad  was  being 
buil  t  or  repaired,  as  required,  "rom  the  Agheii  Valley  ea.st  toward  Hue  and  Phu 
Bai,  The  load  was  being  uaeu  extensively  by  onetn/r  forces  for  logistical  troop 
movement. 


(c.)  Operation  Rapidfire  VITI  (3-361  was  conducted  during  the  period  27 
March  -  15  April  in  the  southeast  portion  of  Phuoc  Long  Pro\ince,  HI  CTZ.  The 
composition  of  operational  elements  was  the  smii;  as  for  Raoud^iro  VII,  Thene 
were  two  company,  two  platoon,  i:;d  nine  team  operations  conducted  which  resulted 
in  nine  enomy  contacts.  There  woic  iO  enerjy  killed^  T-wo  UlASF  personnel  were 
killed  and  five  were  wounded.  AirstrlKca  accounted  for  an  additional  five  enemy 
killed, 
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( 6 iCitej^nm^y  of  Significant  Special  Forces  Activities  During  the  Tet 
Offensive,  Ibe  yoIo  o?  the  cxur  durnxij;  tha  tet  of Ccinsxve  was  unueual  in  that 
soldiers  vere  taken  frcm  envlronaietTt  Xn  the  more  reatote  portions 
of  Vietnam  and  utilized  in  combat  missions  in  and  around  the  major  population 
centers.  The  main  shift  in  missions  occurred  in  II  and  IV  CTZ  as  operations  in 
I  and  III  CTZ  were  relatively  unaffected  by  the  tet  offensive.  This  new  role 
provided  a  challenge  to  the  CIBG  troops.  With  no  training  in  the  tecfiniques 
of  combat  in  cities,  the  CIDG  troops  effectively  accomplished  their  assigned 
missions.  Summaries  of  CIDG  operations  conducted  in  II  and  IV  CTZ  as  a 
result  of  the  tet  offensive  follow, 

(a)  In  II  CorpSj  CIDG  units  were  committed  on  operations  in  seven  pro¬ 
vincial  capitals.  These  operations  resxdted  in  529  enemy  killed,  one  wounded, 
33  oniiti'rpd  and  97  weapons  seized.  Friendly  losses  during  the  same  period 
were  35 killed,  201  wounded  and  5  weapon*  lost.  Two  MSF  companies  and  two 
platoons  from  the  C  Detachment  at  Pleiku  were  committed  on  search  and  clear 
operations  in  Pleiku  City,  These  MSF  elements  were  instrumental  in  clear¬ 
ing  NVA  and  VC  units  from  the  city.  One  MSF  company  from  Pleiku  was  air¬ 
lifted  into  the  Ban  Me  Thout  arefl  tr  C(rndocT  mobiTe.  guerilla  operations  under 
the  operational  control  of  the  173  Airborne  Brigade,  This  MSF  unit  ambushed 
small  NVA  elemoucs  unau  were  une-  extensive  ciail  ueeworK  aiounu  uie 

city.  Another  MSF  company  and  one  CRP  was  airlifted  from  Pleiku  to  conduct 
search  and  clear  operations  in  the  city  of  Phan  Thiet,  One  CSF  compare^  from 
Dak  Pek,  Detachment  A -21*2,  was  committed  to  reinforce  the  Detachment  B-2I4 
compound  in  Kontum  City,  The  company  performed  search  and  clear  operations 
in  and  around  the  city.  Two  CSF  companies  from  Trang  Pliuc,  A<-222o  one  company 
from  An  Lac,  A-23lt,  and  one  company  from  Ngnn  Co,  A.,235,  were  airlifted  from 
their  respective  camps  to  Dalat  to  perform  search  and  clear  operations  in  the 
city.  One  CSF  company  from  Fhu  Tuc,  k-22hf,  one  CSF  company  from  Cung  Son, 
A<-221s  and  one  platoon  and  one  106^  section  from  Ha  Tay,  A-227s  were  air¬ 
lifted  from  their  respective  camps  to  Qul  Nhon  and  assigned  the  mission  of 
clearing  enemy  units  from  the  key  installations  in  the  city.  The  radio 
station,  railroad  yard  and  Military  Security  Service  Headquarters  were  retaken 
from  the  enemy  by  CSF  troops.  Four  MSF  companies  from  Nha  Trang,  Detachment 
A-503  and  six  CSF  companies  from  Timing  Dung,  Detachment  A,..502,  were  employed 
in  Nha  Trang  City.  The  MSF  provided  security  for  the  province  prison  and 
headquarters,  while  the  CSF  companies  were  used  primarily  to  block  escape 
routes  from  the  city. 


(b)  In  IV  Corps  the  main  enemy  effort  was  also  directed  against  the 
province  and  district  capitals,  CSF  and  HSF  units  were  committed  on  operations 
in  support  of  three  provincial  capitals.  These  operations  resulted  in  179 
^eriemy  killed,  one  wounded,  37  captured  and  83  weapons  seized..  Friendly  losses 
for  the  same  period  were  26  killed,  and  65  woiinded.  One  CRP  from  Moc  Hoaj 
Detachment  A^Iilh-  on  a  combined  operation  -xth  the  lith  Battalion,  11th  APiVN 
Infanui'y  conducted  a  house  to  house  clearing  operation  to  retake  Moc  Hoa  City. 
One  CRP  platoon  from  Thciu\g  Thoi,  A-L325  one  CSF  comrany  from  Cai  Cai„  A~U37, 
and  one  MSF  company  from  Don  Phuo,  A,.li02,  were  airlifted  from  their  respective 
camps  to  Cao  Lanh  to  conduct  operations  to  clear  the  enemy  elements  that  were 
dug  in  and  around  the  city.  Can  Tho,  Detachri.ent  C-h,  provided  one  CSF  company 
and  one  GRP  to  augment  the  defense  of  the  Can  Tho  airfield. 
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mid  Organization, 

(l)  A  study  vas  conducted  to  clone  Detachment  B-li2  at  Chau  Doc  in  IV  CTZj 
hoviBver,  before  close  out  could  be  effected,  the  plan  was  overtaken  by  the  events 
that  followed  the  enemy’s  Tet  offensive.  The  clone  out  has  been  delayed  until 
an  undetermined  future  date. 


(|2)  The  Tet  offensive  also  resulted  in  the  cancellation  of  the  requiraaieBts 
for  'Sth  SFGA  participation  in  Operation  lork, 

(3)  The  5th  SFGA  Budget  for  1969,  which  wan  prepared  as  a  joint  project 
betvreen  S3  Plans,  SA,  and  the  Comptroller,  was  nubnitted  in  April. 

(ij.)  The  review  and  revision  of  MTOE  31'105E  (Airborne  Special  Forces  Group) 
and  tfie  TEA  for  Special  Operations  continued  during  the  quarter  and  is  being 
placed  in  final  form  for  submission.  Its  submission  was  delayed  pending 
approval  or  disapproval  of  the  study  mentioned  below. 

(5)  A  special  and  far-reaching  stuctv  and  plan,  titled  Concept  of  Operations 
for  the  Expanded  Role  of  Special  Forces  in  RVN,  was  prepared  and  submitted.  This 
study  which  included  eleven  annexes,  contained  short-range  plans  (1968-6^), 
mid-range  plans  (1969-70),  and  long-range  plans  vx970-7).  The  piaa  called  for 
evaluation  and  realignment  of  present  campsj  establishment  of  interdiction  TAOR'g 
along  the  border  which  would  evolve  into  a  Border  Control  Zone  for  post-hostilities 
expansion  of  the  Mobile  Strike  Force  to  brigade  siae  units  In  each  CTZ  and  one 
based  at  Nha  Trang  as  the  country-wide  reser'/s  (the  brigades  are  called  Mobile 
Strike  Force  Cor.imands'i  modamiaation  of  the  weaponiy  throughout  the  CIDC 
program;  emplojonent  o'f  all  available  assets  in  suT)oort  of  the  interdiction 
.TAOR^Sy^ order  Control  Zone;  and  tiie  formation  of  the  VIJSF  and  ClDG  into  a 
Border  Poiice/Constabulary  Force  for  the  post  hostilities  neriod.  This  concept 
was  presented  to  USARV  on  21  April  and  to  Ci;MUGMACV  on  22  April. 

( ^ ^  DIDB  Camps. 

(a)  The  scheduled  transfer  of  camps  Klnh  Quan  II  and  Thuong'Thoi  (IV  CTZ) 
to  VRSF  control  was  deferred  indefi'itely.  The  VTISF  HC  requested  the  deferment 
because  of  tho  rion-availability  of  VMSF  assets. 

(b)  A  ni.uTiber  of  the  c-impg  in  ail  CTZ-s  soheduied  for  conversion,  relocation 
opening,  or  closing  were  deferred  or  cancelled  as  a  result  of  the  Tet  offensive. 


(1)  General.  Cemmand  emphasis  on  training  continues  to  incirease.  The 
5th  SFGA  Combat  (Orientation  course  was  initiated  on  6  April  ai  t<l  CUIlto  of 

instruction  and  training  schedulos  were  revised  on  30  April  in  a  continuing 
effort  to  provide  replacement  trainin'-  cf  maximum  value  to  the  individual  and 
to  subordinate  commanders.  A  system  of  individual  training  records  was 
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simultaneously  established  to  administer  the  program,  A  second  project  concerning 
the  upgrading  and  rsorganiaatlon  of  CIDG  training  was  initiated  in  early  April 
in  an  effort  to  meet  present  requirements.  Advanced  special  subject  programs 
for  a  vehicle  and  generator  mechanics  course  are  under  preparation  by  Sl4  and 
a  combat  interpreters  course  by  the  civilian  personnel  office.  Consideration 
is  being  given  to  the  relocation  of  existing  courses  in  an  effort  to  make 
maximum  use  of  our  limited  air  transportation  support.  The  eatablishment  of 
a  heavy  weapons  course  is  also  be'ng  considered.  In  early  M''rch  approval  was 
received  to  conduct  basic  airborne  training  for  non-airbone  5th  SFGA  personnel. 
Two  regular  courses  were  taught  durin^  the  reporting  period, 

( 2 X^-^-feong  Ba  Thin  Training  C9n^^-er. 


(a)  General,  During  the  reporting  p-riod,  Detachnen'  B-5l  continued  to 
sucessfully  accomplish  its  prjjnary  mission  of  pro'^idjug  advice  and  ass'st.-.nce 
to  the  VNSF  Training  Canter  in  the  training  of  VN3F  and  CIX  personnel.  Ad\n.ce 
and  support  wert  also  rendered  to  the  a-.signod  Camp  Strike  Force  in  combat 
operations  training  anu  xocax  security.  Considerable  improvements  were  made 
in  the  training  support  rendered,  combat  operationa  conducted,  and  in  the 
quality  of  camp  ''acllities  provided  <'or  both  USA3F  and  CIDG  personnel. 


(b) 

Personnel  Stvenqth. 

Det  B-51 

VHSF  Training  Center 

Camp  StrUce  Force 

AUTHs 

9  Off A9  SM 

h9  Off/231  EM 

1e80 

ASGN; 

9  Off/21  EM 

51  Off/177  EM 

l;80  ,  *  \ 

(c)  Gporations,  Combat  opernWons  were  incraased  during  the  reporting 
period  with  28  missions  being  executed,  Kotahle  successes  i-rere  achieved  in 
four  joint  operations  conducted  with  units  of  the  30th  ROK  Regijnant,  9th  ROE 
Division.  One  of  ttiese  operations  was  extremely  successful  end  resulted  in 
141  IfC  KXA  by  the  ROK  forces.  Similar  operations  of  this  nature  will  continue 
in  the  future. 


X'Ti'Oi'ovoriisnt.-^  in  f*3.ciXi  *'.iGS  vot’?  s.  TJ'.s.joi'  om  "to 

the  increased  effectiveness  of  training  conducted.  A  f^roe  land  Swing  Landing 
Trainer  was  constructed  for  the  basic  airborne  students „  Two  100  noint  basic 
compass  courses  and  a  sevenbay  student  demolition  and  charge  prenaratlon  bunker 
were  constructed.  The  four  inch  thick  plexiglass  windows  in  each  bay  allow 
the  students  to  observe  their  individual  charges  detonate.  A  muitinurpose 
siX“bay  student  firing  blinker  was  also  completed.  From  these  bays  the  students, 
are  taught  to  use  the  K~79j  light  machine  gun,  M-72  LAW,  3.5"  rocket  launcher, 

5?  mm  recoilless  rifle,  and  hand  grenades.  Major  renovation  o'"  other  trai.ning 
aids  are  in  progress.  Reconstruction  of  the  VC  village,  which  was  almost 
completely  burned  out  by  a  fire  in  March,  is  one  such  oroject.  Training  center 
improvements  scheduled  to  be  ccrnpleted  during  the  next  quarter  include  control 
towers  for  each  of  the  throe  live  fire  ganges,  a  new  "quick  kill  range,"  and 
tw'  |iappelling  towers. 
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(a)  Results, 
COURSE 


NO. 

C01-Sir,HCED  GRADUATED  STUDENTS 


Tae  Kwon  Do  (Karate) 

US  Basic  Airborne 

VN3F  Radio  Operator 

US  Basic  Airborne 

Anti-tank  and  Combat  in  cities 

Us  Basic  Airborne 

MSF  Basic  Airborne 

Combat  Recon  Platoon 

Infantry  Tactics  for  FN  Navy 

CIDG  Leadership 

VNSF  )FF/«CO/Ol 

DO  Basic  Airborne 

MSF  Basic  Airborne 
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(3X^>MACV  Recondo  Schpol, 

(a)  General.  During  the  reporting  period  MACV  Recondo  School  continued 
its  mission  of  training  selected  personnel  from  US/Fi'MAF  units  1*  the  specialized 
techniques  and  skills  necessary  to  conduct  successful  long  cauge  reconnaissance 
operations  in  South  Vietnam.  The  i'UCV  Recondo  Museum,' which  was  dedica'bed  on 
13  April  1968,  was  built  by  Sergeant  Ma,1or  Lynch  and  dedicated  to  his  son,  PFC 
Justin  Lj-nch,  IFC  lynch  was  killed  in  action  in  November  196^  at  Plei  Mei,  RVN. 


(b)  Pi'ogram  of  InstructioB,  Th«  program  of  instr'ction  consists  of  286,5 
hours  of  instruction  over  a  20  day  period.  Included  are  instructions  on  physical 
training,  map  reading,  medical  training,  intelligence,  patrolling,  ■weapons 
training,  air  operations,  and  combat  operations.  The  school  has  a  capacity 
for  sixty-five  students  per  class. 


(c)  Cadre  Strengths 

AUTH?  5  Officers,  I4I  Enlisted. 

ASGNs  7  Officers,  5?  Enlisted, 

(d)  Results,  During  the  quarter,  MACV  Recondo  School  traiaed  eight 
Reconuu  uiasses,  a  total  of  520  students.  Graduating  from  these  classes  were 
230  personnel, 

( Ij )(v)ll  Corps  Tactical  Sono  (Company  B). 

(a)  Detachment  B-20  (MSF)  graduated  156  recruits  on  30  April  in  its  first 
training  course  given  to  recruits  organized  as  a  company.  This  method  proved 
superior  to  the  previous  technique  of  conducting  the  tradjiijig  on  an  individual 
basis  after  the  recruit  was  assigned  to  a  regiilar  company. 
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(b)  Ail  CIDG  camps  under  the  eoTrnnand  of  Detachment  E-23  conducted  refresher 
training  during  the  past  quarter,  Basic  training  continues  to  be  conducted  at 
all  camps.  The  2ltth  MSF  comparer  was  recruited  and  given  basic  training, 

(c)  Tra-'ning  at  the  CIDG  camps  ’under  the  command  of  Detachment  B-2L1  was 
conducted  in  tactics,  weapons,  and  communications,  personal  hygiene  and  camp 
sanitation.  Range  firing  of  individual  and  crew-served  weapons  was  cond  icted 
and  the  ^F  were  familiarized  with  CS  agents. 

Corps  Tactical  Zone  (Company  A), 

(a)  The  HI  CTZ  CSF  Training  Center  at  Trang  Sup  has  operated  at  full 
capacity  throughout  the  quarter  ’ri.th  a  sustained  averar^e  of  'i'’0-600  trainees. 

(b)  A  training  program  for  CSF  lOS  mm  howitzer  cpows  was  initiated  on  1 
April,  Progress  to  date  has  been  slow|  however,  it  is  anticipat’d  that  the 
month  of  May  will  show  a  distinct  improvement. 


(c)  Detachment  B~35,  Hau  Nghia  Province,  initiated  its  own  CSF  refresher 
training  course.  The  concept  is  to  initially  train  one  CSF  company  and  one  CRP, 
When  this  group  graduates,  another  unit  will  ta’-e  its  place.  The  program  of 
instruction  includes  instruction  on  the  M-l  and  M-2  carbine,  H-1  Rifle,  BAR, 
M^O  Machiuie  gun,  M..79  grenade  launcher,  60  mm  mortar,  basic  first  aid,  range 
firing,  M-I8  claymore  nines,  squad  and  olatoon  tactics,  and  basic  communications 
with  the  HT-1,  PRC-10,  and  PRC-25'. 


(d)  As  a  result  of  the  amor  attack  on  Lang  Vei  and  the  confirmed 
presence  of  tanks  within  Special  Forces  TAOR'g  in  III  CTZ,  a  vigorous  anti-tank 
training  program  was  conducted.  The  program  consisted  of  the  formation  of 
tank-killer  teams,  weapons  familiarization,  (IO6  mm  HR,  M-72  LAW,  3,5'*  rocket 
launcher  and  the  57  mm  Idl),  instructions  of  tank  capabilities  and  tactics, 
and  field  expedient  means  of  destruction. 

Corps  Tactical  Zone  (Company  D). 


fr--y  nni? 


(atu)Plan3  are  presently  being  made  to  conduct  a  two  week  refresher  course 

l-Llg  '^tSfiV/CA  IH  Wdi  -LV 


Str  "thS  now  Tc 


(b)  Training  in  anti-tank  warfare  is  being  conducted  at  all  detachments. 


(c)  Camp  Strike  Force  leadership  training  continues  as  32  students  from 
subordinate  detachments  are  presently  attending  this  course  at  the  Dong  Ba  Thin 
Training  Center. 


(d)-  The  Mobile  Strike  Force  Training  Center  at  Don  Ptiuc  is  presently 
conducting  basic  combat  training  for  139  recruits. 
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f/c/) Aviation,  During  the  reporting  period  several  new  developnients  arose 
in  the  field  of  aviation. 


(a)  The  forward  air  controller  (FAC)  support  of  Pro.ject  Delta  was  increased 
by  the  introduction  of  the  Twin  engine  0-2  aircraft  as  a  substitute  for  the 
single  engine  0-1, 

(b)  A  new  idea  has  been  developed  in  lAPSS  (Low  Altitude  Parachute 
Extraction  System),  The  old  method  was  capable  of  extracting  bundles  weigliing 
8,000  pounds.  The  newly  modified  techniques  is  able  to  extract  up  to  36,000 
pounds  on  one  pass. 

(c)  The  20lst  Assault  Helicoptor  company  has  developed  a  new  concept  in 
armed  helicopters.  They  have  installed  a  M-6  system  (four  M-60  machine  guns) 
which  is  fired  by  the  co-pilot.  Each  door  gunner  now  hss  a  hO  mm  Honeywell 
with  500  rounds  of  ammunition  per  gun  as  a  replacement  for  the  M-60  door  guns. 
This  g\innery  system  has  proven  to  be  quite  successf’.il. 


e,^<j)Logistica. 

(1)  General.  Fran  1  February  through  30  April,  the  Logistical  Support 
Center  continued  to  provide  the  widely  dispersed  companies  end  detachnents 
with  all  classes  of  supply  and  limited  depot  maintenance.  During  the  period 
13  “  18  April  the  flnai  FY  69  budget  was  orepared  and  submitted  to  MACV, 

(2)  Supply  (LSC),  The  ammunition  stockage  list  was  computed  for  the  group 
and  for  each  KP,  An  extension  is  presently  being  built  on  Warehouse  2A  to 
provide  adequate  space  for  a  Self  Seivd-ce  Supply  Center  -^or  tools  and  expendables, 
A  commarcial  type  retail  dispensing  point  for  POL  is  nearly  completed  which  will 
increase  the  efficiency  of  this  operation. 

(3)  Movements  and  Storage,  The  ammunition  storage  area  continues  to  be 
improved  with  the  construction  of  0 'er  700  feet  of  new  berm  and  two  fighting 
bunkers.  During  the  reporting  quarter,  12,223  short  tons  of  supnlies  were 
moved  from  the  LSC  to  supported  FSP’s  and  detachments, 

(ii)  Maintenance.  During  the  quai^r,  1023  .lob  orders  ■f'or  emgineer  equipment 
were  received  with  791  pieces  of  engineer  ■equiprient  being  repaired  and  2162  being 
repaired,  Fovir  hundred  and  twenty-five  auljomotive  .iob  orders  were  received  with 
1;89  vehicles  bei-ig  repaired, 

(5)  II  Corps  Tactical  Zone  (Cprppany  B), 

(a)  The  FSP  at  Plelku  continues  to  provide  logistical  support  for  two 
subordinate  B  detac  ments,  ll*  subordinate  A  detachments,  and  the  Plelku  MSF, 

(h)  The  FSP  at  Detachment  !3-23  (Ban  Me  Thuot)  became  fully  operational 
during  the  quarter  and  provides  logistical  support  for  nine  subordinate  A 
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detachments,  the  B  detachment,  and  the  MSF,  It  also  handles  soacified  items 
of  supply  for  Betachment  B-50. 

(6)  in  Corps  Tactical  Zone  (Company  A). 

(a)  During  the  reporting  period,  the  FSP  shipped  note  cargo  than  during 
any  previous  period.  Cargo  shipped  totaled  7,306, 7li0  pounds  in  February, 
U,050,lll  pounds  in  March,  and  6,076,110  poimds  in  April.  This  increase  in 
operations  can  be  attributed  to  thi  assignment  of  a  C7A  operation  team  to  the 
Bien  Boa  Airbase.  This  team  has  assisted  Company  A  in  proper  scheduling  and 
loading  of  supplies  to  the  point  where  the  output  has  increased  by  30  percent, 

(b)  A  vast  construction  program  began  in 'February  to  improve  the  facilities 
of  the  Company  A  SU  and  the  FSP.  Thus  far,  the  maintenance  facilities  store 
room,  maintenance  building  and  grease  racks  have  been  eonstnacted.  The 
foundations  and  frames  for  new  office  buildings,  receivin'^  sheds  and  warehouses 
are  also  ccjmplete.  Once  fully  completed,  the  new  3U  facilities  will  enable 

the  Company  A  FSP  and  entire  logistics  control  problem  to  be  more  efficiently 
controlled, 

( 7 )  IV  Corps  Tactical  Zone  (Company  P), 

(a)  The  amount  of  supplies  handled  by  the  Comnanv  D  FSP  diirlniJ  the 
reporting  period  increased  approximately  threefold  as  compared  to  the  last 
period.  Particularly  noteworthy  is  the  fact  tnat  the  increase  in  sunplies 
moved  took  place  with  no  appreciable  increase  in  air  assets.  The  fact  that 
two  camps  were  inserted,  during  the  quarter  accounts  for  most  of  the  increase 
in  a\.^plies  moved, 

(h)  The  logistical  sec iion  of  Company  D  continues  to  expand,  A  large 
amount  of  PSP  was  laid  in  order  to  increase  open  storage  space.  Already, 
after  only  a  small  amount  of  rainfall,  the  PSP  has  oroven  its  value,  Expansiem 
into  the  ne>r  warehouse  continues  as  more  shelves  and  box  pallets  are  built. 


V,  T,  4-  m  »• 


ent  Support  Activities  .end  Psyeholcgieal  Opa^tiong, 


(1)  I  CTZ, 


(a)  The  shai-p  increase  in  Viet  Cong  activltnes  during  the  Tet  offensive 
resulted  in  floods  of  refugees  and  accompanying  problems.  Over.l65,ODO  pouiwis 
of  supplies  were  distributed  to  the  35,»9’4U  refugees  that  are  pre3entl.y  'being 
assisted  by  nine  A  detaclments.  In  order  to  coimter  t'ne  propaganda  produced 
by  the  eneny  concerning  the  treatment  of  Koi  Chanh  in  the  Chieu  Hoi  centers. 
Company  C  initiated  a  program  to  insure  that  no  discrimination  occ'Jired  against 
the  Montagnard  Hoi  Chanh, 
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(b)  The  training  of  POLWAR  teams  began  during  the  latter  part  of  March, 

A  16  man  POLWAR  team  from  Tra  Bong  participated  in  tfea  training  program  which 
consisted  of  two  weeks  of  classroom  instruction  and  participation  in  a  three 
day  patrol  during  which  they  conducted  loudspeaker  operations  and  held  discussions 
with  all  personnel  contacted  bv  the  natrol.  The  two  weeks  of  classroom  work 
included  110  hours  of  theory  and  practical  vjork. 

(2)  II  CT2. 

(a)  Civic  action  activities  in  Company  B  during  the  puarter  involved 

refugee  and  resettlement  aid,  MEECAP's,  and  distribution  of  commodities  at 
all  levels.  A  great  deal  of  effort  was  directed  |,oward  the  construction  of 
CIDG  dependent  housing  at  C«apany  B  and  Detachments  R-20,  B-23,  A-256, 

A-2l;2,  and  A-239.  Upon  approval  from'  HQ  5th  SFGA,  construction  of  dependent 
housing  wiDJ.  began  at  Detachments  B-22,  A-231,  A-235,  and  A-222.  A  CIDG 
memorial  v/as  established  at  Detachment  A-237  and  several  camps  are  constructing 
either  ladoor  or  outdoor  movie  theaters  for  the  CIDG  Troops, 

(b)  Schools  for  the  CIDG  dependent  children  and  civilian  children  were 
built  in  several  camps.  Detachments  A-227,  and  A-328  are  currently  involved  in 
major  school  construction  progrjjTiS, 

(c)  Although  Tet  created  an  influx  of  refugees  to  the  urban  areas,  responsible 
GVN  officials  assumed  control  over  the  situation  after  ir>itial  assistance  from 

the  Special  Forces  detachments.  Refugees  supported  solely  bw  Special  Forces 
rose  from  li,500  in  January  to  19  j  500  in  February,  This  number  dropped  to 
l,li50  by  the  end  of  March,  Current  refugee  areas  are  Detachments  A-239,  A-2u6, 
A-221*,  and  A-238,  ?hu  Bon  Province  officials  are  taking  over  the  programs  at 
Detachments  A-22ii  and  A-238  and  the  province  concemed  with  Detachments  A-239 
and  A-2U6  is  slowly  lending  a  hand. 

(d)  The  PGYOPS  programs  of  Company  B  have  been  po'''b''ned  w^th  the  GVN 
POLWAR  program  quite  sviccessfylly  vrith  the  emphasis  shifting  naturally  and 
easily  from  the  civilian,  population  toward  the  motivation  and  Indoctrination 
of  the  CIDG  soldier, 

(c)  PSYOPS  progrAjiis  ’lave  omphagiaed  face-to-iace  media,  the  hand  distribution 
of  leaflets  and  posters.  Leaflet  dissemination  dropped  from  3.1  million  in 
January  to  300,000  in  March,  however,  the'  reaction  tine  for  the  few  missions 
that  have  been  requested  has  been  reduced  from  several  days  to  only  a  few  hours. 

(f)  Several  detachments  are  developing  POLWAR  teams  and  company  B  is 
presently  planning  to  start  a  formal  training  program  in  June, 

(3)  ni  CTZ, 


(a)  MEDCAP*g  and  the  activities  of  the  various  POL'WR  teams  highlighted 
civic  action  activities  in  Company  A,  At  the  present,  all  PSYOPS  and  CIVAC 
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pfOgirama  oeing  developed  or  already  in  ope-ation  are  in  support  of  the  FOIWAR 
program, 

(b)  Altho\igh  CIGG  FOLWAR  team  have  been  organized  in  most  camps  since 
danuar;'-,  thesj  teams  hsve  been  virtually  untrained  and  uriinoti vated,  A  POU’AR 
training  course  which  consists  of  two  woeVs  of  formal  classroom  instruction 
and  a  one  week  FK  was  initiated  in  April  at  the  Trang  Sup  Special  Forces  Camp. 

(c)  PSTOPS  material  which  is  directed  toward  the  GIRO  and  their  dependents 
is  currently  beinp  developed.  This  material  vlll  var""  from  handouts  and  posters 
to  such  specialized  items  as  certificates  of  achievement  and  diplomas, 

(1.  17  Gl'Z, 

(a)  The  main  emphasis  in  civic  actions  at  tho  beginning  of  the  reporting 
period  was  the  support  for  refugees.  1110  massive  influx  of  refugees,  due  to 
the  Tet  offensive,  resulted  in  the  Immediate  need  for  food,  clothing  and  other 
CA  commodities,  Juiok  I'eaction  frcjn  the  SFOB,  CARE,  0*5?,  and  other  civilian 
agencies,  helped  tremnndously  in  providing  these  people  with  the  needed  items. 

Under  the  protection  offered  by  and  with  he  help  received  from  our  detachments, 
the  refugees  have  seen  the  advantages  of  tho  GTO, 

(b)  During  tho  remainder  of  the  renorting  pariod,  most  detachments  were 
involved  in  soma  sort  of  self  help  project.  Construction  on  nine  dependent 
housing  projects  and  numerous  other  projects  was  <^t  a  peak  throughout  the 
Delta,  Hopefully,  most  of  the  projects  will  be  cjfnpleted  before  the  monsoons 
come  in  mid-May, 

(0)  The  most  significant  s?tb?ck  of  the  Revolutionar-''^  Developirient  program 
during  this  reporting  period  was  caused  by  the  Viet  Cong  offensive.  Public 
offlc^is  bridges,  and  aid  stations  were  either  burned  or  destroyed.  The 
abandoning  of  the  Binh  Chau  Outpost  (Tuyen  Binh  Village)  forced  the  civilian 
populace  of  Dinh  Chau'  Hamlet  to  leave  their  homos.  District  and  Prcvi.ncial 
officials  aided  these  people  in  finding  shelter  with  friends,  relatives,  ind 
other  villagers  and  provided  them  Tilth  emergency  supplies  of  bulgar  whe*'. , 
cooking  oil,  and  canned  meat. 

(d)  The  majority  of  these  people  chose  to  ’Mcune  temporBr-i  refugees  rather 

than  stay  in  an  area  that  the  Viet  Cong  TTOuld  control.  The  District  Chief  has 
also  assi’.red  these  people  that  GVN  will  do  averything  possible  to  help  them 
return  to  their  hones  as  soon  as  possible.  ’ 

(e^  Increased  speaker  operations  in  Detachment  A-)4l'^  publicized  the 
medical  attention  that  was  available  at  the  district  dispensary.  The  result  was 
a  l50^  increase  over  January’s  number  of  patients, 

(f)  A  CA/PSyOPS  refresher  trining  course  was  started  on  25  Harch  at  the  Cai 
Von  training  school  near  Can  Tiio,  All  Detachments  sent  one  half  of  their  CA/PSYOFS 
squad  for  Jhe  first  four  wiek  course  which  terminated  on  Ik  April.  The  remaining 
hilf  began  training  during  the  last  weak  in  April, 
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l.CUJPereonnel, 

(l*)  Strength.  Authorized  and  assigned  strength  at  the  beginning  and  at 
the  close  of  the  reporting  period  were  as  follows! 

(a)  Beginning  of  Period; 


OFF 

WO 

_gj_ 

AGO 

Authorized* 

691 

2U 

2765 

3U80 

Assigned* 

577 

23 

2800 

3U00 

(b)  Close 

of  Period: 

OFF 

WO 

EM 

AGO 

Authorized s 

691 

2li 

2765 

3h80 

Assigned: 

639 

23 

2729 

3391 

(2)  Replacements- 

During  this  quarter 

a  total  of 

179  officers  and  510 

enlisted  replacements  were  received.  During  the  same  period,  the  losses  were 
120  officers  and  677  enlisted, 

(3)  Morale  and  Personnel  Services, 

(a)  Decorations  awarded; 


Dlstincraished  Service  Cross  10 
Silver  Star  U7 
Distinguished  Flying  Cross  U 
Legion' of  Merit  21 
Soldier's  Medal  17 
Bronze  Star  w/'V"  Device  201 
Bronze  Star  1*73 
Air  Medal  w/"V"  Device  lU 
Ajx  Medal  223 
Army  Commendation  Medal  w/"V"  bevlce  79 
Amy  Commendation  Medal  252 
♦Purple  Heart  381 


*  Does  not  include  awards  made  for  assigned  personnel  ??ho  were 
awarded  the  Purple  Heart  ty  hospitals, 

(b)  Combat  Badges g 


Combat  Infantryman  Badge 
Combat  Medical  Badge 
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(h)  Prcmotiona ,  A  total  of  26"  enlieted  personnel  were  promoted  dui’lng 
the  period.  ~ 

(5)  Heenllg^enta .  A  total  of  27  reanlistments  or  extension-  actions 
were  compl'etedi  ^hc  enlistmont/extension  breakdown  was: 


First  term  RA  reenllstments  12 
AUS  reenlis-tments  1 
HA  extensions  10 
AUS  extensions  3 
USAR  extensions  1 


(6)  Postal o  The  5th  Special  Forces  Group  (Airborne)  is  serviced  by  APO 
962iiO  and  is  responsible  only  for  collection  and  distribution  of  mail. 

(7)  Special  Services. 

(»)  R  &  R  quotas  received  were  508  for  out  -  of  ••  country. 

(b)  A  total  of  18,038  persons  attended  the  9I  different  movies  shown  at 
the  Special  Forces  Operational  Base  during  the  quarter, 

(8)  Cha-plain  Activitlaa. 

(a)  Religious  Services. 

Denomination  Nr  of  Services  Attendances 

Catholic  188  51i06 

Protestant  82  1700 

Memorial  Ji2  1702 


(b)  Visits.  During  the  period,  five  chaplains  made  a  total  of  25l  visits 
to  Special  F orce s  detachments  located  throughout  Vietnam  spending  a  -total  of 
271  days  in  the  field  and  271  hours  and  U9  minutes  flying  time. 

(c)  There  -were  2,833  other  personnel  contacts  (interviews,  counseling,  etc). 

(9)  Maintenance  of  Discipline,  law  and  Order, 

(a)  A  total  of  lUl  incidents  were  reported  to  the  Provost  Marshal’s  office 
dviring  the  reporting  period, 

(b)  Military  Justice. 

General  Courto  Martial  1 

Special  Courts  Martial  0 

Summary  Courts  Martial  1 
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(l)  CIDG  Medloal  Care, 


15  May  1968 
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(a)  Construction  was  completed  on  the  UO  bed  expansion  to  the  CIDG 
hospital  at  Da  Nang  during  April  1968.  This  expansion  to  a  capacity  of  80 
beds  is  already  providing  increased  medical  facilities  for  the  treatment  of 
I  CTZ  CIDG. 


(b)  During  April  1968,  construction  began  on  a  UO  bed  CITXJ  convalescent 
canter  at  Long  Bai.  This  facility  will  permit  CI!Xi  long-term  convalescence 
under  medical  supe.rvision  without  decreasing  available  bed  space  at  CIDG  hospitals. 
The  facility  will  further  permit  the  retention  in  the  CIDG  program  of  personnel 
that  require  long-term  convalescence  as  Well  as  provide  a  location  for 
rehabilitational  and  vocational  training  for  disabled  CIDG, 

(2)  Training. 

(a)  During  the  first  quarter  of  I968,  211  courses  in  personal  hygiene  and 
sanitation  were  conducted,  attended  by  a  total  of  5,652  indigenous  civilians. 

(b)  During  the  first  quarter  of  I968,  Special  Forces  medical  personnel 
trained  538  CIDG  aidraen. 

(c)  During  the  first  quarter  of  I968,  Special  Forces  medical  personnel 
conducted  the  training  of  137  civilian  nurses  who  wore  hired  to  assist  at  CIDG 
dispensaries  throughout  the  combat  zone, 

(3)  Veterinary  Medicine.  During  Ma.rch  and  April  1968,  approximately 
900  water  buffalo  in  I  "TZ  were  immunized  against  rinderpest, 

k(uJSigiial. 

(1)  II  CTZ,  Detachment  B-20  Is  in  the  process  of  constinicting  a  communications 
center,  Presently,  all  commuriications  support  is  provided  by  Company  B,  Even 
after  the  completion  of  the  com'Jiii cations  center,  it  is  anticipated  that  it 

will  be  a  while  before  Detachraont  B-20  will  be  self-supporting. 

(2)  111  CTZ,  In  order  to  provide  for  an  efficient  and  reliable  backup 
for  the  single-side  band  voice  command  net,  an  automatic  FM  retransmission 
facility  was  installed  on  Nui  Ba  Den  mountain.  This  facility  has  made  it 
possible  for  any  camp  to  talk  to  almost  any  ether  in  HI  CTZ  by  using  either 
the  AN/PRC-25  or  AN/F’RC-li6  radio  sets.  FM  communications  been  improved 
to  the  extent  that  FM  has  become  the  primary  means  of  communications  between 
the  B  detachments  and  their  respective  subordinate  A  detachments.  The 
ijistallation  of  AN/VRC-li6  and  AN,Z7KJ-!t7  radio  sets  at  all  detachments  in  HI 
CTZ  has  made  this  possible. 
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(3) 

Trang  vas  completed  by  the  52nd  Signal  Battalion  during  the  reporting  period. 

An  agreement  was  reached  with  the  52nd  Signal  Battalion  for  passage  of  traffic 
from  the  UUth  STZ  to  Detachments  B-ljl  and  B-liJ;  however,  this  agreement 
terminates  on  1  Jane  1966. 

l.fViGomptrollcr. 

(1)  Bavision  of  Group  Rerailation  37-1.  Due  to  the  nature  oi  Parasol 
S'.sUTG'tiEACK  funding,  all  cash  control  and  accounting  measures  in  use  within 
the  5th  Special  Forces  Group  (Abn)  are  self-imposed.  The  regulation  imposing 
these  measures  is  5th  Special  Forces  Group  (Abn)  Regulation  37-1,  During 
the  past  quarter,  Reg  37-1  has  been  evaluated  and  revised  in  an  effort  to 
provide  clearer  guldlines  and  more  detailed  instructions  for  detachriient  funds 
officers, 

(2)  Field  Audit  Program,  The  CIDG  Finance  Office  completed  a  total  of  52 
on-site  field  audits  during  the  past  quarter.  These  field  audits  are  conducted 
primarily  for  the  purpose  of  assisting  funds  officers  at  operational  detachments 
and  advising  them  on  proper  methods  of  cash  control  and  accounting  procedures 

as  well  as  to  further  inpress  upon  them  their  responsibilities  in  regard  to  the 
largo  amounts  of  cash  which  they  handle  regularly.  Field  audits  are  performed 
in  addition  to  monthly  audits  of  all  detachments  fund  reports  performed  at  the 
CIDG  Finance  Office.  Field  audits  are  an  integral  part  of  the  effort  directed 
at  overcoming  the  rapid  tumovsr  and  general  lack  of  previous  financial  experience 
among  funds  officers, 

(3)  ^  69  Comiiiand  But!get  Estimate,  Tlie  preparation  of  the  FY  69  Command 
Operating  Bi'idget’ narks  the  first  t^me  that  the  5th  Special  Forces  'iroup  (Abn) 
has  attempted  to  develop  and  compile  a  compljte  Cortland  Ouera+.lng  Budget,  In 
the  pust,  inform  tion  was  transmitted  to  USARPAC  in  the  form  of  &  five  paae 
TUX  for  development  at  that  level.  The  FY  69  COB,  a  document  in  excess  of 
100  pages,  is  a  product  of  exhaustive  research  and  coordination  among  the 
strff  section  of  this  headquarters  and  U,S.  Army  CISO.  In-Country  and  Out-of- 
Coantry  Ot-IA  and  PKIA  were  staff  developed  by  total  cost  and  quarterly  cost  and 
were  compl-;te  with  aitcgorj"  and  line  item  Justifications. 
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(m  rO  Engineer, 

(l)  The  following  new  CIDG  camp  construction  and  rehabilitation  construction 
was  conducted  durliig  the  reporting  period  (asterisk  denotes  rehabilitation 
construction) : 

EST  DATE 


LOCATim 

CCNST  UNIT 

%  emPLETE 

CCHPLETION 

n  cTZs 

Tieu  Atar.  A-231 

KB  l/20th  EBC 

lOC^ 

Ben  Hat,  (Undesignated)  KB  l;/299th  EBC 

80^ 

UNK 

♦Plateau  Oi,  A-2U3 

KB  U 

806 

20  May 

Binh  Thanh,  A-502 

Staff  Engr 

100? 

♦Dak  Pek,  A-2U2 

299th  EBC 

75? 

15  Mar 

Ban  Me  Thuot,  B-50 

KB  3 

80? 

15  Jun 

Pleiku,  B  Company 

Staff  Engr 

— 

III  CTZ: 

Kantum,  A-322 

588th  EBC/A-322 

98? 

30  May 

Thlen  Ngon,  A-323 

588th  EBG/A.323 

98? 

30  May 

ihie  Hue,  A-351 

30th  SBC  (AHSm) 

90? 

UNK 

♦Tong  Le  Chon,  A-33^ 

KB  2 

25? 

UNK 

Bu  Dop,  A_3l(l 

Staff  Engr/A-3)4l 

liO? 

UNK 

♦Tra  Gu,  A_352 

A-352  (selfhelp) 
B-32  (selfhelp; 

50? 

30  Jun 

Tay  Ninh,  B-32 

90? 

l5  Jun 

Hon  Quan,  B-33 

B-33  (selfhelp) 

61^ 

10  Jul 

Song  Be,  B-3U 

B-33  (selfhelp) 

95? 

10  May 

Long  Hai,  B-36 

B-36/A-302 

70? 

30  Jun 

TJ  CTZ: 

Thanh  Iri,  A-ljl.l* 

KB  1 

65? 

31  May 

My  Dlen  II,  A-!4l6 

KB  2/A-1j16 

90? 

31  May 

Can  Tho,  B-UO 

Staff  Engr 

30? 

3  0  dun 

Can  Tho,  Company  D 

Staff  Engr 

31  Mny 

(2)  The  following  construction  projects  are  planned  during  the  next  quarter: 

LOCATIONS 

CONST  UNIT 

EST 'START 

REMARKS 

Mlnh  Thanh 

KB  2 

UNK 

Rehabilitation 
after  Tong  I«  Choa. 

Tra  Cu,  A^^B 

KB  2 

UNK 

Rehabilitation 
after  Mlnh  Tahh 

Tra  Cu  Air  Field 

20th  Engr  Bde 

15  May 

Due  Hue  Air  Field, A-351  20th  Engr  Bde 

1  Jim 

Moc  Hoa,  B-I4I  (JBF) 

Staff  Engr 

15  May 

Rehabilitate  old 
A-ljlli  camp 

Can  Tho,  Company  D  HQ 

Staff  Engr 

I4O 
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(3)  In  addition  to  the  construction  projects  conducted  in  the  3uboiv3inat» 
detachments  approximately  50  projects  were  conducted  within  the  SFOB  (including 
A-502,  A-503,  and  B-52).  About  one  ha3,f  of  tlie  projects  were  completed  during 
the  quarter  while  the  remainder  are  still  in  progress.  During  the  ouarter 
well  drilling  operations  in  II  CTZ  resulted  in  two  wells  drilled  at  Plelku  and 
two  at  Qui  iihon. 


(U)  1^ell  drilling  operations  in  III  CTZ  resulted  In  three  dry  holes. 

Problems  were  encountered  at  100  to  120  foot  depths  wliere  rock  stratum  prevents 
further  penetrations,  Af  er  the  arrival  of  necessary  drill  collars  and  hard 
rock  drill  bits  from  CONUS,  the  three  wells  can  be  completed.  In  the  meantime, 
the  well  drilling  team  is  moving  to  Tay  Nlnh  where  it  is  hoped  the  rock  stratum 
is  below  the  water  table, 

(5)  Status  of  CAC  906  Funds,  A3  of  this  report  $1,532,755  or  of  FY  68 
budgeted  construction  funds  have  been  obligated,  of  this  amount,  $836,838  or  55^ 
has  bean  expended,  $695,915  has  been  obligated  but  not  yet  expended  and  $li67,2U5 
budgeted  but  not  yet  obligated.  At  present  there  are  planned  projects  that  will 
require  approximately  $225,000  of  the  remaining  unobligated  funds. 

(6)  Analys is «  Engineer  activities  during  the  period  shifted  away  from  new 
CIDQ  camps  construction  toward  rehabilitation  projects.  Also,  the  Group  continued 
to  have  limited  success  in  obtalniiig  regular'  engineer  support  from  units  outside 
5th  SFGA,  The  main  problem  with  outside  support  is  that  it  is  provided  on  an 

“as  available"  basis.  Construction  equipment  utilization  continues  to  suffer 
from  lack  of  qualified  operators.  The  equipment  available  is  in  great  demand, 
but  whenever  it  is  loaned  out  to  detachments  othfjr  than  KB  teams  it  is  invariably 
inoperative  within  a  short  time,  usual.ly  without  accomplishing  the  mission  for 
which  it  was  sont. 
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2,  (C)  Section  2,  Leagons  Learned*  Commander’s  Obgervatio"3.  Evaluations, 

and  Recoimnendatlons  • 


a.  Personnel. 

(1)  Paragraphim  Format.  AR  3U0-1?.  (Historian) 

OBSERVATION*  The  method  of  indentation  of  subordinate  paragraphs  as  required 
toy  AR  3liO-l5  is  confusing  and  makes  interpretation  more  difficult, 

EVALUATION*  AR  3liO-l5  requires  all  subordinate  paragraphs  begin  four  spaces 
from  the  left  raargir.  It  has  been  found  that  lengthy  correspondence  often 
includes  many  subdivisions  under  main  paragraphs,  for  example  the  lessons 
learned  portion  of  the  Operational  Report-Lessons  Learned,  By  indenting  all 
subdivisions  the  same  number  of  spaces^  from  the  left  margin,  it  beccmes  extremely 
difficult  to  visually  detect  one  subordinate  Idea  from  another  and  relate  them 
in  proper  prospective  to  the  main  idea.  For  that  reason  this  headquarters 
elected  not  to  number  "OBSERVATICW,  "EVALUATI(S4»  and  "RECCMMENDATION''  as 
subordinate  paragraphs  as  outlined  in  USARV  Reg  525-l5« 

RECCMMENDATION I  That  the  correspondence  fcrmat  as  outlined  in  AR  3ltO-l5  be 
changed  to  allow  for  some  differentiation  in  identification  for  each  subdivision 
of  a  paragraph. 

(2)  Personnel  Rosters.  (Company  A) 

OBSERVATION *  B  detachments  should  publish  personnel  information  rosters  and 
update  them  on  a  recurring  basis, 

EVALUATICW;  Some  detachments  had  previously  neglected  to  publish  or  maintain 
a  current  personnel  information  roster.  Once  the  practice  was  initiated,  It 
was  four.d  that  i’rajrj.'ovec  casualty  report  and  replacement  systems  were  a  direct 
result,  Changeii  to  the  roster  may  be  Included,  in  daily  administrative  reports. 

RECCMMENDATIOil  *  None  , 

(3)  Identification  Tags  and  Cards,  (Ccmtpany  A) 

OBSERVATION*  It  is  Imperativo  .at  the  so:KPO.if'  US  person  on  sdte  inspect  tE> 
personnel  :lust  prior  to  operations  to  Insuie  that  identification  tags  and 
cards  are  in  their  possession, 

EVALUATION*  Recent  casualties  have  been  evacuated  without  identificatiori  tags 
and  cards  accompanying  their  bodies.  Even  though  personnel  have  been  directed 
to  carry  these  items,  they  continue  to  leave  on  operations  without  them, 

RECCfIMi'iNDATION  *  None  . 
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( U)  Recm*ring  Reports  and  Routin^i  P^queeta. 


(Company  P) 


(SSERVATipNs  Recurrinp;  reports  vere  boinj  received  from  the  detachments  in 
varying  formats  and  sometimes  incomplete.  Reports  on  routine  reaussts  also 
required  an  excBasivei  amount  of  typing  at  the  "A"  dotachrjent, 

EVALUATION?  It  has  been  found  that  by  stenciling  a  rusiber  of  forms  and  distrib¬ 
uting  them  to  the  detachments,  a  ntunber  qt  items  such  as  R&R  requests,  forrif 
indorsements,  VJP  visit  reports,  and  pay  eojinplalnts  could  be  completed  with  a 
minimum  of  typing  or  even  by  hand.  This  assured  uniformity,  completeness,  more 
rapid  response,  and  a  reduced  administrative  burden  to  the  detachments. 


RECCMKf'’MUATIW!  None. 


(5)  Tracing  of  Awards  and  Decorations,  (Company  A) 

OBSERVATION:  Montlily  liaison  visits  to  the  SFCB  have  pi  oven  to  be  highly 
effective  in  insuring  an  efficient  awards  and  decorations  program. 


EVALUATION:  It  has  bet^n  found  that  correspondence  alone  was  an  Insufficient 
and  time  consuming  means  of  tracing  rcccmmendations  for  awards.  Monthly 
liaison  visits  afford  the  opportunity  to  physicclly  trace  recommendations  and 
coordinate  on  problem  areas  or  changes  in  requirements. 

RECCMMENDATIOIi :  Nonb . 

(6)  Motion  Picture  Projectors,  (Company  *) 

OBSERVATION:  One  or  two  extra  motion  picture  pro.lectoms  should  be  maintained 
at  the  0  detachment  to  allow  for  a  direct  exchange  system  with  the  A  detachments. 
The  responsibility  for  EX  repair  should  rest  with  the  C  detachment  signal  officer. 


EVALUATION:  Motion  pic.ture  pro  .lectors  at  the  A  detachments  are  sub.ieot  to 
extreme  conditions  and  therefoie  breakdown  at  a  higher  rate  than  is  normally 
the  case  at  the  B  or  C  detachment,  A  DX  repair  systera  is  necessary  to  insure 
that  the  detachments  can  continue-  to  see  movies  whiJe  pro.iect-ors  are  being 
repaired. 


RECOIfrIENDATION:  None, 

(7)  CIDG  Morale,  (Company  B) 

OBSERVATION: '  A  system  should  be  established  which  would  give  CIDG  personnel 
absent  from  th.e  camp  a  means  of  forwarding  money  to  their  dependen+s  through 
the  pay  officer  and  the  CIBO  secretary,  Le  tters  and  packages  to  the  CIDG  f rora 
his  family  could  be  delivered  by  the  CIDG  secretary  in  the  same  manner. 
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EVALUATION  8  It  has  been  found  that  when  CIBG  personnel  operate  away  from 
their  camp  and  family  for  an  ectended  period  of  time,  their  greatest  concerns 
are  for  the  welfare  of  their  dependents  and  the  inability  to  receive  news  from 
home.  These  concerns  often  taka  precedence  oiver  the  combat  operations  which 
they  are  conducting,  espsc  IsTly  OiA  pSL_yd«^* 


HEC^X^Mia^DATIC  “  s  None  * 

RplBjre-rents  for  Special  Forces  Aldmen.  (Sui*geon) 

OBSERVATIONS  The  requiremeni  for  medical  aidmen  in  the  5th  Special  Forces 
Group  far  exceeds  the  authorizatloru 

SVAUJATICNs  Tne  expansi.on  of  Mobile  StriJce  Forces,  the  expansion  of  CID3 
hospi.tals  and  increases  in  GIDj  hospital  activities,  and  the  expansion  of 
medical  training  prograras  have  increased  the  requirements  for  medical  aidmen 
in  the  5th  Special  Forces  Groiu.  far  above  the  authorised  strength  of  236  aidmen, 

jtECfl'MENDATION;  That  all  aidmen  assigned  to  this  organization  in  excess  of 
authori.xation  be  kept  in  the  Group  to  successfully  accomplish  the  medical 
Mission  for  which  this  unit  is  responsible  other  than  being  levied  by  higher 
headquarters  for  non-Special  Forces  missions. 

b«  Operations. 

(1)  VC  Diversionary  Tactics,  (Company  B) 

OBSERVATION j  Small  size  reconnaissance  patrols  should  be  used  to  verify 
intelligence  reports  prior  to  reacting  in  ♦'orce. 

EVALUATIONS  The  VC  often  attempt  to  draw  attention  from  the  major  infiltration 
routes  to  other  areas  by  means  of  small  unit  activities  and/or  false  intelli¬ 
gence  reports. 


R£CCMMF,NDATICW  s  None  „ 

(?)  Searching  Captured  Sampans.  (Company  D) 

OBSERVATION:  Captured  enemy  sampans  shoul.cl  be  thoroughly  searched,  to  include 
the  bottom  .side,  prior  to  their  destruction, 

EVALUAi’IONf  It  has  been  found  that  most  operations  do  not  have  the  capability 
to  retuidi  c^tured  sampans  to  base  cawpi  subsequently,  thev  are  destroyed. 
Searches  of  these  samijans  have  often  yielded  hidden  enuipmont  and  supplies.  A 
favorite  procedure  of  the  VC  is  to  secure  items  to  the  bottosi  of  a  sampan. 


IffiCafl-KfJDATIO!-' 


None, 
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(3)  Airboat  Utilization  and  Preparations.  (Gompaiy  D) 

OBSERVATIONS  Ijsssons  learned  durinf:  the  previous  airboat  season  have  helped  in 
providing  valuable  guidance  to  subordinate  hesdtpiarters  vrith  regards  to  airboat  - 
tactics,  catimunications,  and  resupply. 

EVALUATIONS  A’  boats  work  beat  when  employed  with  gunahips.  The  gunshlps  locate, 
isolate,  and  engage  the  target.  The  airboat  section  provides  the  manuever  elements 
to  seal  off  any  escape  routes.  Tiie  built-in  speed  and  maneuverability  of  the 
airboat  require  constant  obsorvation  by  either  VR  or  FAC  aircraft.  Without 
guidance  from  above,  the  airboat  section  may  easily  become  disoriented. 

RKCCf-a-lEND  AITONB  s  None , 


Obtaining  Tactical  Air  Sur 


(Aviation) 


OBSERVATIONS  Interviews  with  several  US  Air  Force  forward  air  controllers  (FAC) 
and  tactical  air  control  party  commanders  have  revealed  that  there  is  a  definite 
lack  of  knowledge  by  US  Arny  forces  in  the  proper  method  of  obtaiTiing  tactical 
air  support . 


EVALUATIONS  Conventional  ground  units  in  HVN  are  not  affected  Vjv  this  lack  of 
knowledge  as  much  as  Special  Forces  units,  because  there  are  air  I.iaison  '■.•ffi.cers 
attached  at  brigade  and  higher  livel.  Forward  air  controllers  are  attBchod  at 
battalion  level.  No  provision  has  been  made  in  the  5th  Special  Forces  Group  for 
'this  type  of  support  except  in  the  case  of  certain  special  operations.  This 
leaves,  for  the  most  part,  <all  of  the  Special  Forces  detachments  with  neithe:-  the 
capability  nor  the  Icnowledge  to  properly  request  tactical  air  support,  RQ  5th 
SFGA  is  presently  coordinating  '-rith  the  US  Air  Force  on  the  attaii.meni.  of  an  air 
liaison  office^  for  each  of  the  four  Special  Forces  comoany  headquarters.  This 
officer  would  give  the  company  the  capability  of  receiving  more  responsive  and 
more  effective  tactical  air  support. 


RECOMHDNDATIOHs  That  courses  of  instruction  on  the  proper  methods  and  channels 
for  requesting  tactical  air  support  be  Included  In  the  various  U3  Armv  Schc'ol 
curriculums.  This  instinjction  should  touch  lightly  on  the  organizational  stnjcturp 
of  the  US  Air  Force  so  as  to  familiarize  the  ground  commander  with  US  Air  Force 
techniques  and  procedures.  It  would  be  desirable  to  have  US  Air-  Force  pci  sonnel 
with  air  ground  operational  ejqiorience  in  RVN  as  instinjctors. 

(5)  VC  Caches.  (Company  B) 

OBSERVATIONS  Raids  on  known  enemy  way  stations  produce  better  results  than  att'jmpts 
to  ambush  l.he  VC  carrying  parties  shortly  after  they  cross  the  Cambodian  border. 

EVALUATICJIs  Supplies  are  being  infiltrated  via  canals  and  trails  to  preselectsd 
supply  points  located  at  considerable  distance  from  the  'Cambodiisn  border  in  IV 
CTZ,  Raids  on  thse  locations  by  quick  reaction  helibome  forces  (Delta  Falcon 
Operations)  has  proven  to  be  highly  successful. 


RECCtiliENDATION  s  None, 
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(6)  Rearming  of  AH-IG  Cobra.  (Company  B) 

OBSSRVATIORj  It  has  leon  noted  that  the  major  limiting  factor  in  the  employ-' 
raont  of  the  AH-lQ  Cobra  Is  the  delay  involved  in  arming  between  missions. 

EVALUATION?  To  cut  down  on  the  "downtime”  required  to  rearm  Cobras,  permanent 
aiimiunition  storage/i-earming  points  have  been  constructed  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
aircraft  refueling  points.  Three  55  gallon  POL  drums  have  been  modifisd  and 
emplaced  to  store  2,75  inch  rockets,  Somi-peimanent  containers  have  been 
constructed  for  pre-llnked  7,62  mm, 

REOCWiFWDATIOti ;  None , 

(7)  Reconnaissance  of  Helibome  Banding  Zones,  (Company  A) 

OBSERVATItMs  Reconnaissances  of  landing  zones  must  be  thorough  sc  as  to  prevent 
last  minute  radical  changes.  The  recon  party  should  make  high  passes  over  the 
LZ  area  to  insure  accurate  map  spotting.  At  least  one  low  pass  should  be  made 
to  check  size,  obstacles,  slope,  and  general  suitability.  Reconnaissance  of 
additional  LZ*s  must  be  conducted  in  order  to  prevent  compromise  of  the  perspective 

LZ. 


EVALUATION?  Helibome  operations  have  often  been  disrupted  by  last  second 
changes  in  landing  fomatl.on,  technique,  and  even  in  the  location  of  the  LZ 
Itsalf,  These  changes  lengthen  the  time  of  exijoaure  to  enemy  fire,  reduce 
the  effectiveness  of  surprise  and  landing  zone  preparations,  and  In  general 
jeopardize  the  success  of  the  mission. 

fUSCCJ-ttENBATION?  None, 

(8)  ftarklng  of  Friendly  Posiblontj.  (Company  A) 

OBSERVATION?  A  comnitted  element  which  is  requesting  tactical  air  support 
must  mark  at  least  three  points  so  that  its  location  is  completely  defined  and 
the  FAC  can  adjust  aij'  strikes  safely, 

EvALUAtlDN ?  An  element  in  contact  was  able  to  mark  only  its  cente:  of  mass 
for  the  FAC  ijho  i,ras  controlling  the  air  strikes.  The  exact  location  of  the 
friendly  clenent  could  not  be  determined;  therefore,  it  was  imrosaible  to  place 
»ij.-  strikes  as  close  to  the  friendly  troons  as  was  desired, 

EECOHKENLATT.OH?  None, 

(9)  Marking  Friendly  Troop  Positions,  (.Company  B) 

CBSKRVATION 8  LSAF  signal  mirrors  may  be  utilized  affectively  to  identify 
friendly  troop  positions  to  FAC’s,, 


U6 

C0[IFiDENTI.4L 


t 


comfide:uial 

AVQB-jC  1^'  Mty  1968 

SUBJECTS  Operational  Report  of  5th  Special  Eorcaa  Group  (Abn)  for  ?eriod 
Ending  30  April  1968,  RCS  CSF0R»65(R1)  (U) 

SVALuATIClJs  Fixing  fiiendly  troop  positions  by  wse  of  smoke  can  somatimea 
prove  to  bs  a  problem  when  the  enetur  alao  uoec  smoko  or  adjusts  his  fire  on 
the  friendly  smoke.  Under  sunlight  conditions  U5AI'  sJ.gna'i  mirroi'o  have  been 
utilized  to  quickly  fix  friendly  positions  vritii  aircraft  maneuvering  at  a 
considerable  distance  and  iTlthout  irevealing  friendly  positions  to  the  enemy, 

Pfinels  may  be  deployed  after  the  initial  fix  with  the  mirrors, 

RECCMlENDATICNs  None, 

(iO)  Jtlligation  of  Smoke  Grenades  by  C3F  Personnel,  (Company  A) 

OBSERVATICSJs  CSF  troops  should  not  be  allowed  the  prerogative  of  tlirowing 
smoke  without  control.  If  CSF  are  allowed  to  carry  smoke  grenades  they 
should  be  .instructed  on  the  proper  method  of  affixing  the  grenade  to  theix' 
webbing, 

S'/ALUATIONj  The  activation  of  a  smoke  grenade  by  a  CSF  soldier  at  the  sane 
time  a  USASF  advisor  is  attempting  to  fix  the  enemy  location  with  smoke  can 
result  in  disaster.  Valuable  tlm  s  may  be  lost  trying  to  describe  to  the 
supporting  aircraft  which  smoke  was  the  actual  reference  point.  Improper 
eaplosrment  of  smoke  could  also  result  in  airstrikas  being  placed  on  friendly 
elements , 

REC  CM-ENDATION  5  No  ae , 

(ll)  Effectiveness  of  the  M-26  Franginentation  Grenade,  (Comuany  A) 

OBSERVATION?  The  white  phosphorous  grenade  is  more  effective  than  the  M-26 
fragmentation  grenade  in  swampy  terrain, 

EVALUATION?  It  has  been  foxmd  that  water  and  mud  have  a  deadening  effect  on 
the  M.,.26  grenade  and  cause  the  majority  of  the  shrapnel  to  travel,  vertically 
rather  than  horizontally.  The  mushrooming  dispersion  pattern  of  the  white 
phospliorous  grenade  makes  it  a  more  desirable  weapon  for  use  In  swampj'  areas, 

RECOMMENDATION?  None, 

Ci2)  Method  of  Firing  the  ANJtU3r,:2  aix’oraft  Illumination  >.:artrldge,  (Cowpanj'  B) 

OBSERVATION?  The  AN-M},)3Q2  aircraft  illumination  cartridg.3  (normally  fired 
from  a  flare  pi.stol)  can  be  fired  from  an  M-79  grenade  launcher, 

EVALUATION?  Hone, 

REC-aiMENUATION?  None, 
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(13)  Field  Expedient  Alarm  Device, 

OaSERFATICSI  *  Many  times  the  enartiy  enters  a  village  during  the  night  to  harass 
the  vilT.agf  rso  By  utilizing  an  alarm  device,  villagers  can  alert  friendly 
force?*  neai  the  vllla;;e„ 


15  May  1968 
(Ahn)  for  Peri<  1 


(Company  C) 


KFALUAi'IONs  A  ejjnple  early  warning  device  can  easily  he  constructed  out  of 
readily  available  materials  as  shown  in  the  diagram  below.  Due  to  the  delay 
feature  of  thie  device,  the  villager  can  warn  friendly  troops  of  eneigy  presence 
without  comproiiiiaing  his  own  position, 

EARLY  WAEKING  DEFICE 


HAND  HELD  FLARE 


RBCDWillNDATKWs  Kone«- 
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use  Ox  Captured  Eiiemy  t^daiiancBo 


C Company 


A  \ 


OBSERVATION?  An  effective  complsraent  to  or  substitute  for  a  claymore  mine 

can  bb  made  by  packing  the  fuse  well  of  an  82  ram  mortar  round  with  CU  composition 

and  using  «  claymore  firing  device  as  a  detonator,, 

evaluations  None. 


RECOMMENDATION  j  None . 

{l^)  Conduct  of  Operation  Ubiliging  CSF  Not  Indigenous  to  the  TAOR.  (Gonpany  A) 

OBSERVATICKs  When  a  new  CliXi  camp  Is  opened  and  its  CSF  troops  are  not 
indigenous  to  the  TACK,  the  initial  operations  should  be  conducted  close  to 
the  camp,  Gradually  the  CSF  will  become  familiar  with  the  terrain  and  gain 
confidence  and  experience  as  the  operations  extend  further  from  the  caaq), 

EVALUATION?  CSF  who  are  indigenous  to  their  TAOR  are  familiar  with  the  terrain 
in  the  area.  They  ai*e  on  equal  footing  with  the  VC  idio  have  occupied  the  ares 
for  years  and  know  every  trail  and  clearing.  At  sone  Special  Forces  camps 
recently  constructed,  the  CSF  have  been  recruited  from  other  areas.  Because 
of  their  inexperience  and  unfamiliarity  with  the  TAOR,  they  are  initially  at 
a  large  disadvantage.  This  disaidvantage  must  be  considered  when  planning  and 
conducting  operations, 

RECCJIMENDATION*  None, 

(16)  Timeframes  for  Arclight  Clearance,  (Company  A) 

CBSERVATKMs  Requests  for  Arclight  clearance  have  at  times  severely  restricted 
ground  operations  from  CIDG  camps, 

EVALUATICNs  Nearly  all  arclight  requests  are  for  30  day  periods.  Although  a 
2k  hour  advance  warning  is  given  prior  to  the  actual  strike,  detachments  are 
reluctant  to  commit  troops  to  the  strike  zone  during  the  clearance  period,  A 
delay  or  breakdown  in  communications  could  result  in  annihilation  of  the  entire 
patrol.  During  the  clearance  i>Briod,  all  interdiction  efforts  by  ground 
elements  cease  end  the  VC^/NVA  forces  have  free  run  of  that  portion  of  the  TAOR. 

RECCWMENDATION s  That  the  timeframe  for  arclight  clearances  be  reduced  to  a 
shorter  period,  ie,,, seven  days.  This  timeframe  would  allow  sufficient  time 
to  analyae  intelligence  and  expand  the  ordnance  without  being  deleterious  to 
ground  operations. 
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(17)  Operations  along  Enany  Supply  Routes,  (Company  A) 

OBSERVATIONS  Enemy  construction  and  security  parties  along  enemy  roads  are 
particularly  vulnerable  to  .allied  operations, 

EVATiUATIONs  Due  to  increased  resupply  requirements  created  by  their  more 
frequent  use  of  large  caliber  mortars  and  rockets,  the  enemy  has  bad  to  build 
and  improve  his  lines  of  communication.  Small  unit  ambushes  conducted  against 
construction  crews  and  security  elements  have  provided  good  results. 

IffiCQMMENDATION :  None . 

(18)  Employment  of  Claymore  Mines  in  Ai^bushes,  (Compajqy  B) 

OBSERVATICWi  When  an  ambush  is  set  up,  claymore  mines  should  be  arranged  not 
only  to  effectively  cover  troops  within  the  killing  aone,  but  also  to  cover 
troops  not  yet  in  the  killing  zone.  This  may  be  achieved  by  facing  the  claymore 
down  the  length  of  the  trail, 

EVALUATIONS  Inexperienced  troops  often  spring  an  ambush  preraatuicQy  by  firing 
before  the  enemy  force  is  entirely  within  the  killing  zone.  Claymores 
positioned  at  either  end  of  the  killing  zone  can  effectively  compensate  for 
the  premature  keying  of  an  ambush. 

RECCMMENDATrajg  None, 

(19)  irea  Ambushes,  (Company  B) 

OBSERVATICW  i  It  ha.s  been  found  that  best  results  from  area  ambushes  are 
obtained  when  elements  are  dispersed  :r.  a  minimum  of  three  ambush  positions 
over  a  distance  of  at  least  l500  meters.  Troops  manning  the  ambush  positions 
should  be  rotated  to  prevent  fatigue  and  restlessness.  It  has  also  been 
observed  that  the  NVA  will  continue  to  use  infiltration  routes,  even  after 
numerous  contacts,  because  of  Inadequate  communications, 

EVALUATION?  None. 

RECOMKNDiTIONt  None. 

(20)  Ambush  versus  Movemer>t.  (Company  A) 

OBSERVATIONS  Rather  than  spending  the  entii’e  day  mcr/lng  through  an  operational 
area^-  it  is  often  more  profitable  for  the  imit  to  oerlodlcally  stop  and  set  up 
ambushes  for  several  hours  along  irell  traveled  paths  and  trails. 
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Rv TTOM »  T+  has  been  found  that  the  najority  of  VC  kille  hsTre  been  obtained  ^ 

when  the  VC  were  moving  and  the  CSF  were  in  stationary  positions,  either  ambush  I 

or  RON,  Conversely,  the  greatest  number  of  friendly  casualties  occurred  whan  | 

the  friendly  troops  were  moving  and  the  VC  were  in  a  static  position.  I 

i 

RECOMMiainKTIOT*  None.  i 

(21)  Use  of  CSF  for  Security.  (Company  A) 

OBSERVATICN  n  Camp  Strike  Forces  soldiers  are  not  suited  for  static  security 
mission^  either  by  inclination  or  organization, 

evaluation*  Camp  Strike  Force  soldiers  have  been  tasked  wi.th  the  responsibility 
of  providing  security  for  US  units.  One  03  artillery  FSB,  for  which  a  CSF  unit 
had  the  security  mission,  had  to  be  moved  eventually  because  of  the  difficulties 
encountered  in  keeping  the  CIDG  from  going  AWOL  at  will,  US  unit  commanders 
generally  do  not  understand  that  the  OSASF  are  advisors  to  the  VNSF  and  that 
the  OSASI  cannot  issue  orders  to  the  CSF  and  have  them  Immediately  carried  out, 
lii  a  road  security  type  mission,  they  have  neither  the  communications,  mobility, 
or  responsiveness  to  rapidly  react, 

RECOMMENDATION  s  None. 

(22)  Contact  Between  USASF  and  VNSF  During  Operations.  (Company  A) 

OBSERVATION*  It  Is  imperative  that  the  USASF  and  VNSF  remain  in  physical 
contact  at  all  times  during  operations,  especially  during  contact  with  the 
enemy.  The  practice  of  havj.ng  the  same  USASF  and  VNSF  participate  together 
on  operations  as  frequently  as  possible  woul.d  help  them  to  estimate  more 
accurately  how  the  other  vri.ll  react  in  any  given  situation, 

EVALUATICNs  Recently,  an  element  made  contact  with  the  VC|  the  USASF  and 
VNSF  became  sulit  duriner  the  subasauent  maneuvering.  The  VNSF  subsequently 
became  surrounded  and  could  not  receive  any  outside  support  due  to  the  absence 
of  US  coMmmlcations  at  the  scene  of  the  action. 

RECOMMENDATION  s  None . 

(I23)  Carrying  of  the  PRC-25  Radio  on  Combat  Operatiotia.  (Company  A) 

(BSERVATTCN s  The  PRC..25  radio  should  be  carried  on  .1»ngle  operations  inside 
a  rucksack  v*lth  the  short  antenna  (still  attached  to  the  radio)  folded  along¬ 
side  the  rad  o  inside  the  rucksack.  The  radio  and  antenna  are  protected  from 
damage  and  are  concealed  frcmi  the  enemy  ouservation. 
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EVAUJATTONs  It  has  been  found  that  damage  results  to  ro.G-25  radios  and  antennas 
■when  the  radio  is  carried  on  the  standard  radio  packboard  during  movement  through 
heavy  JirnglOo  The  radio,  when  exposed  to  view,  is  also  a  primazy  target  for 
onerry  fli*e. 


RECOnKEiiDATION  s  None, 

(21*)  Improved  Firing  Charts  for  ClDG  Camp  Mortars,  (Company  A) 

OBSERVATION?  Acottrate  map  data  for  use  in  computing  data  for  the  camp  mortar 
fires  may  be  ob'tained  from  aerial  photos  of  the  camp  and  surrounding  area, 

EIVAIUATIOW?  Topographical  maps  do  not  depict  the  construction  of  CEXJ  camps 
and  the  associated  housing  or  villages  nearby,  A  recent  aerial  photograph  >*111 
clearly  show  all  terrain  features  and  new  structures.  It  also  will  provide 
a  rapid  means  of  locating  targets  for  untrained  observers.  An  asimuth  Index 
on  the  photo  and  range  scale  can  easily  be  established  ty  means  of  azimuth 
line  and  dis-tance  between  two  known  points. 

RECOMMENDATICN  sr  None , 

(25)  'JSASF  Inspection  of  CSF  Personnel,  (Company  A) 

OBSERVATICIJ ?  USASF  advisors  and  their  VNSF  counterparts  must  inspect  CSF 
■troops  prior  to  every  operation  in  order  to  Insure  that  they  are  prepared  for 
the  rigors  and  eventual.ities  of  combat. 


EVALUATIONS  CSF  personnel  will  often  depart  on  operations  with  no  >*ater  in 
their  canteens,  thinking  they  will  find  water  along  the  way.  Also,  in  order 
to  lighten  their  load,  ttfe  CSF  will  depart  with  1/k  the  amount  of  ammunition 
required.  To  insure  that  no  deficiencies  are  overi.ooked,  USASF  personnel 
must  assist  the  VNSF  In  pre-operation  inspections. 


RECOMKENIIATION?  Hone. 

(26)  CnX}  Chain  of  Command,  (Company  B) 

OBSERVATION?  Increased  utilization  of  the  CIDG  chain  of  command  will  develop 
more  responsible  CIDG  and  free  the  USASF  and  VNSF  for  more  important  jobs, 

EVALUATIONS  Dlscussicai  and  planning  between  the  USASF  and  VNSF  sometimes 
result  in  the  complete  exclusion  of  the  CIDG,  even  to  tbo  point  that  orders 
are  Issued  directly  to  the  CIDG  soldier  concerned  rathfjr  than  through  the 
CHX}  chain  of  command.  This  results  in  an  Ineffectl've  span  of  control,  IBASF 
and  VNSF  are  then  forced  to  personnally  supervise  many  dataila  in  order  to 
insure  continued  progress.  The  ranking  CIDG  should  be  recognized  as  the  super¬ 
visor,  given  the  proper  instructions,  and  then  Derloriically  checked, 

RECCMMENDflTION  s  Hone , 
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Co  Training, 

(1)  Conatructlon  of  Airborne  Training  Apparatua, 


(Det  B-5l) 


(BSERVATIONs  While  planning  and  constructing  a  Swing  Landing  Trainer,  a  basic 
training  apparatus  used  in  airborne  training,  it  was  found  that  'W  57“220, 
Tec^'nical  Training  of  ttie  Parachutist,  gave  insufficient  dimensions  for  prfjper 
and  safe  construction  of  the  training  aid. 


EVALUATION?  Other  than  for  the  material  In  TK  57-220,  no  other  publication 
is  readily  available  which  gives  guidance  in  the  construction  of  training 
apparatus  used  In  airborne  training.  Professional  written  guidance  is  necessary 
to  enable  both  US  and  foreign  training  centers  ,to  properly  construct  those 
essential  training  aids  so  that  i^hen  completed  they  are  safe  and  easy  to  maintain. 


RBC(M'1ENDATICW »  That  TM  57-220  be  revised,  or  an  additional  manual  be  ppiblished, 
to  include  detailed  guidance,  complete  blueprints,  and  a  list  of  building 
materifils  required  for  the  construction  of  airborne  training  apparatus, 

(2)  Training  of  Offl  (Radio  Operator)  Replacement  Personnel,  (Company  A) 

OBSERVATIONS  Ne»fly  assigned  05B  (Radio  Operators)  replacement  personnel  are 
arriving flrom  CONUS  insufficiently  trained  to  assume  their  duties.  More 
specifically,  those  personnel  are  not  familiar  vdth  the  KWM„2A  and  the  AN/PRC-7lj. 
In  addition  they  carmot  send  or  receive  CW  fast  enough  to  pass  traffic. 


EVALUATION',  None. 


RSCCMMENUAT'ION  5  That  a  quality  control  program  be  instituted  at  the  Special 
Warfaie  Training  Center'  at  Fort  Bragg,  Under  this  program  all  operator's  should 
be  tested  on  each  piece  of  equipment  found  in  an  A  detachment.  Those  not 
familiar  with  the  squicnient  should  be  recycled  through  the  training  in  the  areas 
in  which  weaknesses  are  shown. 


( 3 )  Realistic  Training  in  Quick  Reaeclon  Firing, 


(Company  B) 


OBSERVATION?  Firing  at  fixed  targets  appearing  at  constant  ranges  is  a  fine 
method  for  training  CSF  soldiers  in  basic  inarksmanship,  but  such  conditions  are 
artificial  for  c onditioria  of  close  jiiTii-le  combat.  A  i,-,c:rG  realistic  range  for 
quick  reaction  firing  should  be  established. 


EVALUATICM;:  A  realistic  range  for  qui.ck  reactiori  firing  can  be  established  along 
a  section  of  a  trail.  Silhouette  type  targets  can  be  fastened  to  the  hinged  lid 
of  U.c"  mortar  ammo  boxes  so  that  they  can  be  remotely  swimp  into  view  by  lane 
coachee  with  lengths  of  wire.  This  type  of  range  has  proven  effective  in  develop¬ 
ing  close  controlled  fire  at  specified  targets  and  Hijninlshed  the  tendency  of 
strikers  to  empty  their  magazines  during  the  initial  burst  of  fire. 


RE^OMirNDATICri None , 
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Intelligence,.^ 

^0  Infiltration  ijitp  the  CIUG„  (Company  C) 

OBSERVATIONS  The  VC  are  using  the  CiDQ  recruiting  prograins  as  neans  for 
infiltrating  agents  into  the  CTDC,  Kass  recruitmerifc  of  per.soonel  into  the 
CIDG  should  be  avoided ^ 


EVALUATION?  Investigation  following  a  recent  attack  on  a  CSF  outpost  revealed 
that  several  VC  had  infiltrated  the  ranks  of  the  CIDG,  Further  interrogation 
of  captured  suspects  revealed  that  a  numher  of  local  VC  InPiltrated  into  the 
CIDG  camp  through  the  camp’s  mass  recruitment  progin)n  conducted  In  December  1967. 
A  total  of  27  actual  or  suspected  VC  infiltrators  were  suh.se')U0ntly  apprehended. 
Recruiting  in  .smaller  nioibors  would  have  allowed  more  thorough  security  checks 
of  personnel, 

VtECOMMENDATION?  None. 

(2)  Detecting  VC  Infiltrators  Ainong  the  CIDC-,  (Company  C) 

OBSERVATION®  Unannounced  alerts  or  simulated  attacks  have  proven  successful  in 
causing  VC  Infiltration  agents  to  give  themselves  away  prematurlly. 

EVALUATICJis  During  unannounced  alerts,  careful  observation  of  the  CIDG  may 
reveal  some  corisplcusus  act  that  wiJl  Identify  any  VC  infiltrators.  In  one 
case,  the  VC  agents  within  the  camp  were  to  tie  a  handkerchief  to  their  right 
wrist  when  the  camp  came  mder  attack, 

RSCaiMENDATION  j  N  one , 

(3)  ^cords  Pertaining  to  Intelligence  Agents,  (Company  B) 

OBSERVATION?  Accurate  records  pertaining  to  agents  must  be  maintained  in 
order  to  insure  the  smootn  tran.sition  between  departing  US.VSF  intelligence 
personnel  and  their  replacements.  These  records  must  not  only  identify  the 
agents  but  also  give  background  on  the  effectiveness  and  reliability  of  the 
agent, 

EVALUATION®  A  rapid  turnover  in  intelligence  personnel  due  to  casualties  and 
end  of  tour  transfers  recently  occurred  in  an  A  detachment.  There  was  no  over¬ 
lap  oeriod  to  allow  new  personnel  to  acquire  the  personal  Vnowledge  held  by 
their  predecessor  and  the  detactmient  found  itself  in  a  position  in  -^'hlch  the 
effectiveness  and  identity  of  some  agents  was  unknown.  No  records  had  been 
maintained  to  preserve  this  information, 

RECffliWrJNDATION  ?  None , 
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(Ii)  Use  of  Gameraq  to  Record  Intel'J lienee.  (Gowpany  A) 

CBSERVA TION y  Intelligence  gained  from  the  use  of  han '  held  cameras  on  combat 
operations  is  invaluable  and  this  intelligence  gathering  medium  should  be 
utilized  more  of ton. 

FJ'ALUATIOM;  Dnrirt"  a  debriefing  following  an  oneration  in  which  three  enemy 
vehicles  were  destroyed,  no  one  was  able  to  identify  or  describe  any  vital 
characteristics  of  the  vehicles.  A  photograph  of  the  vehicles  would  have 
recoraed  this  information.  Photographs,  of  base  camps,  trails,  enemy  positions, 
etc,  accompanied  by  their  six  digit  coordinate  locations  on  the  map  would 
provide  unquestionably  valu.able  Intelligence.  Each  onerational  A  detachment 
Is  authorized  one  Pen  Eli  and  one  Polai'old  camera  for  this  purpose, 

REGCMfENDATIONs  None. 

(5)  Dissemination  of  Intelligence,  (Company  A) 

OBSERVATIONS  An  effective  and  rapid  method  of  disseminating  intelligence  can 
be  gained  through  the  lateral  exchange  of  B  detachment  INTSUMS  and  intelligence 
spot  reports, 

EVALUATIONS  Dye  to  the  close  proximity  of  certain  operational  A  detachments 
under  the  control  of  different  B  detachments  and  the  high  degree  of  mobility 
demonstrated  by  enemy  Main  Force  units,  it  is  Imperative  that  A  detachments  be 
kept  Informed  of  the  enemy  situation  in  the  adjacent  areas, 

REGOHtENDATION None, 

(6)  Dissemination  of  SIAR  fteadouts,  (Company  A) 

OBSERVATION  s  The  value  of  intelligence  gained  by  airborne  sensors  is  increased 
by  the  rapid  dissemination  o^  inflight  readouts, 

EVALUATIONS  It  is  most  irapcrtaiit  that  SLAR  readouts  be  expeditiously  dispatched 
to  the  B  Detachments  in  whose  areas  enemy  activity  has  been  noted.  Inflight 
readouts  can  be  transmitted  from  the  aircraft  to  the  appropriate  Field  Force  G2 
Air,  to  the  Special.  Forces  Company,  and  then  to  the  respective  B  =nd  A 
detachments  in  approximately  10-l5  minutes  after  the  Initial  sighting.  Operations 
in  the  field  oan  then  be  notified  and  react  immediately  to  enemy  activity 
detected  in  their  area. 

RECa-IMEND  A  TIONS  ?  None . 
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(l)  Damage  to  10  KW  Generators » 


{Sh) 


CBSERfATICNs  It  has  been  fovmd  that  a  slight  modification  of  10  KW  generator 
engines  has  significantly  reduced  engine  failures. 


EVALUATIONS  Fifty  10  EW  diesel  engine  driven  geners.tors  were  distributed 
throughout  the  II  Corps  area.  Constant  vibration  of  the  oil  cooler,  mounted 
on  the  radiator  core,  caused  the  .loints  of  the  inlet  and  outlet  oil  lines  to 
crack  at  the  Joints,  Thus  the  oil  was  pumped  out  and  caused  the  engine  to  bum 
up.  Eight  engine  failures  occuri’ed  in  this  manner  w1thir»  a  five  day  period. 

The  engines  were  modified  ly  running  a  direct  return  line  from  the  oil  filter 
to  the  oiJ.  pan,  by  passing  the  oil  cooler.  There  were  no  further  engine  failures 
fi'om  the  above  mentioned  deficiency. 


HECCMMENfflATICN ?  That  new  equipment  bo  closely  observed  during  the  first  few 
days  after  it  has  been  placed  in  operation.  Despite  thorough  testing  at  the 
factory,  "bugs"  sometimes  develop  while  operating  under  field  conditions.  If 
malfunctions  which  coiild  permanently  damage  the  equipment  begin  to  appear, 
oper  ion  of  the  machinery  should  cease  until  technically  qualified  personnel 
he  ad  an  opportunity  to  examine  the  item. 

')  Use  of  Propane  Gas  in  Lieu  of  Acetylene,  (Company  A) 

OBSjjiWATIOMs  Propane  should  be  used  in  lieu  of  acetylene  only  in  emergency 
situations  and  then  for  only  short  periods  of  time, 

EVAIUATICW2  The  unavailability  of  acetylene  has  resulted  in  a  loss  of  construction 
time  at  CIDG  camps  as  well  as  at  the  FSF,  It  was  found  that  propane  or  butane 
caati  be  us^d  if  cutting  must  be  done,  but  that  its  use  for  prolonged  periods 
tends  to  ruin  the  cutting  torch  tip.  Propane  is  also  more  dangerous  than  acetylene. 

RECOHilENDATION  8  N  one , 

(3)  Fire  Breaks  in  Storage  Areas,  (Company  A) 

OBSERVATKW r  Fire  Breaks  should  be  created  wl'en  stockpiling  materials.  Space 
should  be  left  in  storage  areas  to  permit  fire  fighting  equipment  to  enter, 
l^les  of  Imnber  should  broken  by  intervals  of  space  or  by  some  type  of  non- 
ccsnbustlble  material  to  keep  any  fires  combined  to  one  area, 

EVALUATIONS  A  fire  caused  by  122  mm  rocket  fire  destroyed  much  lumber  and 
equlprisont  in  a  FSP  storage  yard.  Much  material  had  to  be  moved  in  order  for 
fire  trucks  to  gain  access  to  the  fire.  Many  combustible  materials  had  to  be 
Moved  to  prevent  their  catching  on  fire.  The  presence  of  fire  bleaks  in  the 
storage  area  would  have  minimized  damage  and  facilitated  extinguishing  the  fire. 


BECCMHSNDATION  s  Notjo 
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OBSERVATTONi  When  it  is  necessary  to  store  large  amounts  of  lumber  that  will 
not  be  shipped  out  immediately,  extra  high  dunnage  should  be  used  for  the  bottom 
pal-l.et  to  prevent  the  bottom  lumber  from  beinp  soared  during  the  rainy  season. 


•EVALUATIC®?  None. 

RECOMMENDATIONS  None. 

(5)  Issue  of  CIDG  Uniforms.  (Company  B) 


OBSERVATION?  CIDG  soldiers  should  not  be  issued  new  nlothing  without  direct 
exchange  for  his  old  clothing.  Old  clothing  should  bo  repaired  for  reissue  or 
destroyed. 


EVALUATIONS  It  has  been  reported  that  VC  have  been  sighted  wearing  tiger 
fatigues  and  bata  boots.  Also,  many  civilians  possess  either  carts  of  or 
entire  tiger  fatigue  uniforms  because  of  failure  to  account  for  old  articles  of 
clothirig  prior  to  issuing  new  clothing  to  CIDG  soldier. 


RECaiMSNDATION  s  None , 


Oyer  Extension  of  Assets,  (Company  A) 

CSfSERVATION  s  ’When  planriing  construction  efforts  involving  large  amounts  of 
material  and  air  movement  assets,  it  is  essential  that  adequate  means  and 
supervisory  personnel  are  made  available  before  beginning  the  project. 

EVALUATION?  One  B  Detachment  recently  had  the  resnonalbility  for  suonorting 
the  simultaneous  constimotion  of  two  Special  Forces  CIDG  camps  and  a  B  detachment 
compomd,  '^e  to  lack  of  sufficient  personnel,  materials,  and  air  movement 
assets,  one  or  more  of  these  construction  efforts  periodically  fell  behind 
schedule.  Temporary  augmentation  of  personnel  to  the  B  detachment  SI;  section 
would  have  alleviated  the  personnel  shortages, 

RECCMKENDATION ;  None , 

Preparation  of  COIEX  Containers  for  Gse  as  Burfkers,  (Company  A) 

OBSERVATIONS  Unserviceable  CONEX  containers  make  suitable  bunkers  until  more 
substantial  structures  can  be  built}  however,  the  preoaration  of  the  CONEX 
container^  to  include  the  cutting  of  firing  ports,  should  be  accomplished  prior 
to  deliver;/-  to  the  CIDG  camp  site. 
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EVALUATION j  At  two  recently  opened  CIDG  camps,  CONEX  containers  were  'itiliaed 
as  machinegun  bunkers.  Seve’’al  of  ti:esQ  containers  arrived  on  site  without 
firing  ports  already  cut  and  oxygen,  acetyl.ene,  and  cutting  torches  had  to  be 
delivered  in  order  that  ports  could  be  cut.  An  already  heavj  workload  on  the 
detaclunent  was  unnecessarily  Ihcreased, 


RECaiMENPATIONs  None, 

(8)  1528  Low  Altitude  Parachute  Extraction  Delivery  System  (LAPE3),  (Company  C) 

OBSERVATION;  The  1526  LAPES  system  has  proved  to  bo  a  highly  affective  method 
of  delivering  large  amounts  of  harrier  and  construction  material  in  a  short 
period  of  time, 

EVALUATIONS  After  a  camp  site  has  been  secured  and  is  ready  to  receive  Initial 
deliveries  of  construction  and  barrier  material,  a  delivery  system  which  i* 
capable  of  delivering  large  payloads  in  a  short  time  is  an  absolute  necessity. 

The  1523  LAPES  system  was  satisfactorily  used  to  deliver  35,000  lb  loads  of 
these  materials  to  a  new  CIDG  camp  site.  The  terrain  was  suitable  for  the  use 
of  this  system  and  the  accuracy  apd  recovery  rate  of  materials  was  excellent, 

RECa-IMS14DATI0N:  None. 

(9)  Substitute  Building  Material.  (Company  B) 

OBSERVATION?  \Vhen  other  materials  such  as  tin  or  wire  screen  are  unavailable, 
woven  bamboo  matting  provides  an  excellent  subst'-tute  material  to  use  in  false 
roofs  which  are  built  over  bunkers  to  predetonate  mortar  rounds. 


EVALUATION;  None. 
RECa-RUJDATICN ;  None , 
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-•  ^^onizatioii;  Nonee 


6«  Other, 


OBSERVATION?  The  actions  of  the  CJIHi  (Montagnard)  soldiers  diiri.ig  the  Tet 
offensive  were  praised  by  Vietnaraot-'e  people  from  all  levels  of  society,  Hits 
rapport  between  normally  hostile  groups  (Vietnamese  and  Montagnai-d)  should  be 
exploited  and  nurtured  in  an  effort  to  close  i,he  wide  gap  in  undersiianding  and 
cooperation  between  the  groups, 

EVALUATIONS  Many  CIUG  units  are  credited  with  savinr  vaiions  cities  and  areas 
from  enemy  occupation  and  concrol  during  the  Tet  period.  At  the  present  tbne, 
the  CIEG  soldier  is  accorded  a  higher  degree  of  respect  than  over  before.  This 
is  a  major  psychological  achievement,  especially  vrhere  montagnard  ClDG  were 
eraployBd  in  ai’eas  in  which  the  piopulatlon  Is  primarily  ethnic  Vietnamese, 

Soldiers  who  participated  in  tlie  defense  of  an  area  should  be  encouraged  to 
visit  the  area  again.  The  unit,  which  was  engaged  in  combat  and  the  possible 
destruction  of  a  given  area,  should  offer  to  help  the  people  rebuild  their 
homes  whenever  possible, 

RECOM'EroATIONs  None. 

^ ^  Gj.vic  Action  Support  for  Refugees.  ( S 5 ) 

OBSERVATION;  Eacu  opecl.al  Forces  CTBO  camp  should  have  a  d  afinite  plan  ix) 
provide  for  rofugeos  v/ithln  their  canability,  but  should  also  have  contingency 
]jlans  to  quickly  seek  outside  ■  eip  wlien  theii*  limit  is  reached.  Each  Blstrxot 
Province  has  funds  available  for  refugee  assisnance  in  emer'’ercy  situations 
all  US  Volunteer  Agencies  have  soma  supplies  stocl.piled  to  absorb  the 
i:iii.-:'a].  Impacl,  of  unexpected  refugc«3s, 

EVALUATION;  Immediately  following  the  attacks  on  the  major  cities  during  Tet, 
many  thousand.s  of  poople  were  temporarily  destitute  and  turned  to  Special 
Forces  camps  for  assistamce.  Most  Special  Forces  camps  are  prepared  at  £>il 
times  to  iiandic  a  llmltad  number  of  refugees  f<’r  ;hort  periods  of  timej 
however,  ttie  nuinber  of  pewfie  involved  d^aring  let  greatly  exceeded  the  caf)ability 
of  the  camps  to  adequately  care  for  the  refugoss.  Many  camns  still  tried  to 
•  ro.j.de  f  r  the  i-efuga^s  fr^JW  their  own  resources  and  did  not  ask  for  help 
■.’cxn  GVi’'  !.'  ''olunt.oer  Agencies,  Kniiy  I'cfugees  received  little  or  no  care  or 
-  .  '.stance, 

RUUa-b'.EOTATIOK;  None, 
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(3 )  Loru^  Ranpe  Civic  Action  Prolocts,  (S5 ) 

OBSERVATION;  In  addition  to  hif^h  impact,  short  ranpe  civic  action  projects, 
each  area  in  Soutli  Vietnam  needs  long  rajigc  programs  planned  to  bolster  the 
favorable  GVN  image  created  iy  the  short  range  programs.  Those  long  range 
plans  should  always  be  formulated  in  a  way  to  bring  tho  people  being  assisted 
Into  'the  activities.  These  should  be  self-help  programs  whenever  possible, 

EVAlUATIMi;  Throughout  the  Republic  of  Vietnar.i,  the  majority  of  Givic  Action 
projects  being  planned  or  conducted  seem  to  te  those  designed  to  quifekly  Iriprcss 
the  people  of  a  given  area  with  the  sincere  desii  i  of  G'TN  to  assist  thani.  These 
short  range,  high  impact  projects  are  quite  usefuL  in  a^'eas  where  the  allegiance 
of  the  population  is  questionable^  or  wiiere  tho  peo]ile  have  expressed  a  desire 
for  lielp  in  a  specific  area.  But  as  a  general  r  ile,  il  an  image  is  quickly 
created.  It  tends  to  ba  quickly  forgotten. 

RKCOl'RffiMDATION:  None, 

(U)  Effectiveness  of  Loudspeakers  Versus  I^eaflots  in  PSiOPS,  (Company  A) 

OBSERVATION!  In  some  Inatancos  loudspeaker  broadcast  are  more  successful  in 
inducing  the  enemy  to  ralljr  than  are  leaflets.  The  broadcast  should  be  area 
oriented  and  should  name  specific  pl.aces  to  ■which  the  enemy  who  desires  to 
rally  may  go. 

EVALUATION?  Interrogation  of  several  VC  who  rallied  to  the  OVN  at  Special 
Forces  camps  reveals  that  the  VC  have  an  intense  anti-leaflet  cainpaitsi  to 
dlmini.sh  the  efforts  of  the  US/IVII  PSTOPS  campaign.  There  are  ^leavy  penalties 
for  VC  who  are  caught  with  leaflets  in.  their  possession.  They  have  not,  however, 
prevented  tl.e  VC  from  listening  to  aerl.al  broadcasts. 

RECa-FJimiATION!  None. 


utilization  of  FSYOP  Aircraft, 


(55) 


OBSERVATION?  Host  areas  in  the  HVN  have  FSYOIS  aircraft  with  night  flying 
onpabxlitr os «  Theso  aircraft  can  be  used  eio  S  WGSpOn  in  muCli  the  nannGjT 

that  H  &  I  fire  is  utilized. 


EVALUATION;  Most  Spjccial  Forces  dctacliments  request  and  utilize  PSIOPS  aircraft 
only  when  they  are  in  definite  contact  with  an  enemy  unit,  ot'  only  -wriBn  they 
desire  an  appeal  directed  at  a  small  specific  group,  ifhen  intelligence  sources 
indicate  a  probable  location  of  enemy  troops,  a  night  speaker  mission  covering 
the  e-ntire  general  area  should  be  requested.  These  "no  doze"  missions  •will 
create  the  impression  that  we  possess  "hard"  intelligence  about  the  location  of 
the  unit,  and  at  the  came  time,  provide  harassment  by  possible  keeping  the 
enemy  awake.  The  aircraft  does  not  need  specific  messages  to  broadcast.  Many 
types  of  music  are  ujinerving  wlien  heard  at  ni^^nt  and  tapes  of  irritating  noises 
can  easily  be  produced  locally. 
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RECOMi-KMDATlONs  Nono„ 

(6)  Effactlvcnss  of  FSYOP  Thames  In  TII  CTZ„  (Cruripnny  A) 

COSERVATlOUs  In  III  GTZ,  the  thome  of  hardships  to  be  endured  in  the  .junyle 
is  not  very  effective  npainst  NVA  cr  NVA  reinforced  VC  Main  Force  imits  . 

However,  the  theme  of  family  separation  is  effective.  Conversely,  the  theme  of 
hardship  to  be  endured  is  effective  apainsu  VC  regional  f orcos  uliile  the  theme 
of  faintly  separation  is  ineffective. 

EVALUATION?  PSYOPS  In  TII  CTZ,  as  directed  by  JUSPAO,  vere  reassessed  during 
FebTOiary  and  the  necessary  clianges  in  material  to  be  directed  at  the  various 
target  groups  were  instituted. 

RECOl-niENDATIOUi'  None. 

(?)  Airboat  Comnunicationa  Eeuipment.  (Signal  Officer) 

OBSERVATION?  The  A1>l/VRC-47  radio  has  been  found  unsatisfactory  for  use  with 
atrboats . 

E''ALUATI0N3  On  li  April  1968,  an  airboat  test  team  evaluated  the  AN/VI?C,.47 
radio  for  possible  use  with  the  airtx>at  complpx.  Evaliiat  on  Indicated  that  the 
weight  of  the  conmmnloations  equipment,  approximately  ICO  pounds,  adveiselj’ 
affected  the  operation  of  the  boat  at  high  speeds.  It  was  further  noted  that 
an  extensive  training  progrnir.  on  the  operation  of  the  equipment  Vfould  be  required 
for  indigenous  personnel.  Based  on  the  above  factors  the  equipment  was  rated 
unsatisfactory,  EvaJ.uation  of  other  equipment  for  use  with  the  airboats  continues. 


HECaiMEim  A'l'  ION ;  N  one  , 


Airboat  Communications  Kquipment.  (Company  D) 

OBSERVATilONs  The  main  problems  in  airboat  communications  center  around  two 
factors?  engine  noise  and  equipment  weight. 


T-  4  mT<*s»T  . 


£iviiXAJii  ix^-'i'i  5  'Wjun  Liiti  r-iv’ *  iiiA-'— -vC  165  *-**  ittu.iv  Xji. 

and  the  CVC  tanher’s  helmet  proved  the  VRC-12  to  be  too  heavy  for  airboat 
operations.  The  CVC  Violmet  proved  to  be  ideal  in  reducinp  engine  noise.  The 
AN/PRC-25  radio  and  CVC  tanker's  helmet  has  proven  to  be  the  most  effective 
combination  foi'  airboat  coimnunications. 


RECaHIENDATION  ;  Hone .. 
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(9)  FM  Radio  Frequency  allocationa. 


(Det  B.51) 


OBSPRVATIONs  It  has  been  found  that  FM  frequencies  assigned  to  US  units  In 
HVN  are  also  beinc  utilized  by  other  allied  forces,  specifically  ROK  forces. 


E'/ALUATICNf  In  each  instance  where  the  above  situation  existed,  the  units 
involvod  stated  that  the  frequency  authorization  was  passed  from  higher  level 
units. 


RUCCMiraDATION-  That  close  coordination  of  frequency  allocations  among  FWMAF 
be  effected  at  the  highest  level  possible. 

(10)  Use  of  the  M^yo  Grenade  Launcher  as  a  Signal  Device,  (Company  A) 

QBSl'.RYATIONs  A  nenllght  placed  in  tVie  barrel  of  an  M-79  provides  a  better 
sigrialing  device  than  does  a  plain  flashlight. 

EVALUATION?  Tlio  M~79  barrel  conceals  the  light  from  enemy  detection  and  gives 
the  light  a  directional  aspect. 

)ffiGQ-3-I.lNDA'riON  i  That  a  similar  signal  device  be  developed  which  could  be 
placed  in  the  M-79  and  activated  bj"-  the  M-79  trigger  mechanism. 

(11)  Support  of  Tower.  AB-IO'?.  (Company  A) 

OBSERVATIONS  The  AB-105  tower  is  vulnerable  to  liostile  fire  since  the  cutting 
of  any  one  of  the  three  support  cables  would  cause  it  to  fall.  By  sinking  the 
tower  ten  feet  in  the  ground  and  encasing  it  in  cement,  this  danger  can  be 
eliminated. 

EVALUATIONS  None. 

RECOMMENDATIONS  None, 

(12)  Aeromedical  Evacuation  in  IV  Corps  Tactical  Zone,  (Group  Surgeon) 

0BSERVA'’’I0N  s  The  shortage  of  air  ambulance  aircraft  in  TV  Corps  Tactical  Zone 
often  leads  to  an  excessive  amount  of  time  in  acquiring  air  evacuation  for  US 
personnel, 

K'LiLl/ATION :  Because  of  the  excessive  enount  of  tLme  that  is  involved  in 
acquiring  air  evacuation  by  air  ambulance  aircraft.  It  has  often  been  necessary 
to  use  any  available  and  suitable  tactical  aircraft  for  evacuation  purposes. 
Tactical  aircraft  can  perform  air  evacuation  missions,  but  only  at  the  expense 
of  the  tactical  mission. 

RECCS-DiLflDATION  K  That  more  air  a.mbulance  units  he  assigned  to  IV  CTZ  and 
positioned  in  a  number  of  locations  to  provide  adequate  air  ovacuatlon  support, 
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(13)  Unavailability  of  Saitd  and  Gravel  for  Con8truction«  (Company  D) 

OBSERVATION*  In  certain  portions  of  Vietnam  the  acq^'isitlon  of  sufficient  sand 
and  gravel  at  a  location  next  to  the  construction  site  is  almost  Impossible  duo 
to  inadequate  tools  and  a  lack  of  sufficient  wheeled  vehicles.  In  addition, 
helicopter  lift  capability  is  generally  insufficient  to  insure  adequate 
aggregates  on  site  to  continue  construction  at  a  prograntmad  pace, 

evaluations  Foundations  and  bmkers  can  be  constructed  from  large  timbers  that 
will  provide  support  and  protection  comparable  to  concrete  if  properly  designed. 
Concrete  shoiild  be  considered  as  a  last  resort  in  isolated  areas  devoid  of 
natural  sand  and  gravel  deposits.  The  cost  of  aggregates  in  both  price  and 
transportation  costs  is  exti’emely  high  compared  to  timber. 

HECCMffiNDATIONs  None. 

(ill)  Water  Purification.  (Engineer  Officer) 

OBSERVATION!  Source  of  water  in  CIDG  camps  varies  from  wells  to  canals  or 
I'ivers.  Subsequently  foreign  matter,  such  as  dirt  and  debris,  must  be  filtered 
from  the  water  prior  to  consumption. 

EVALUATION*  Sedlinontation  of  large  particles  of  forelgT.  material  in  natural 
water  supplies  can  be  improved  by  adding  alum  (aluminium  sulfate)  to  the  water, 
Ttiis  creates  a  hea*iy  floe  that  rapidly  settles  out  larger  dirt  particles.  In 
acid  waters,  soda  ash  should  be  added  to  neutralise  the  natural  acidity.  This 
procedure  should  always  be  used  when  Army  standard  filters  used  as  these 
filters  are  designed  to  remove  microscopic  dirt  particles  and  large  organisms. 

To  filter  dirty  water  through  standard  filters  without  nrior  sedimentation 
rapidly  destroys  their  effectiveness  and  may  spoil  their  filtering  properties 
altogether  by  providing  large  .spaces  on  uhe  filter  through  which  organisms  can 
pass  that  would  be  removod  by  proper  sedimentation  prior  to  filtering.  Calcium 
hypoclilorite  in  powder  form  or  in  solution  (laundry  bleach)  is  an  effective 
decontaminant  iri  most  areas,  however,  it  should  be  noted  that  in  some  areas  of 
Vietnam  there  exists  dangerous  organisms  that  resist  destruction  by  chlorination, 
A  thorough  water  examination  by  competent  medical  personnel  should  be  requested 
in  questionable  areas.  If  such  organisms  are  present,  boiling  the  water  is 
the  alternative  in  addition  to  chlorination. 

RECCmiErlllATIOIT?  None. 
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AVHGC-DST  (15  May  63)  1st  Ind  (C)  CPT  Amold/ms/LBN  4485 

SUBJECT!  Operational  Report  of  5th  Special  Forces  Group  (Abn)  for  Period 
Ending  30  April  1963.  RCS  CSFOR-65  (m)  (U) 

tt_:ADQtlA}TERS,  US  AiRi-rf  VIETNiUij  APO  San  Francisco  96375  1  JUN  1968 

TO:  Commander  in  Chief,  United  States  Army,  Pacific,  ATTN:  GPOP-DT, 

APO  96558 

Assistant  Chief  of  Staff  for  Force  Development,  Department  of  the  Army, 
Washington,  D.  C.  20310 

1.  (0)  This  headquarters  has  reviewed  the  Operational  Report-Lessons  Learned 
for  the  quarterly  period  ending  30  April  1968  from  Headquarters,  5th  Special 
Forces  (Airborne),  1st  Special  Forces, 

2,  (c)  Pertinent  comments  follow: 

a.  Reference  i.tem  concerning  requirements  for  Special  Forces  Aidmen,  page 
44,  paragraph  2a(8).  Nonconcur  that  all  mcdica]  aidmen  in  excess  of  the  units 
authorization  be  kept  in  the  group,  Tliis  headquarters  requisitions  personnel 
based  upon  the  authorized  strength  in  all  liOS's  and  grades,  not  on  command 
requirements.  The  5th  SFG  is  authorized  231  E7/S5  MOS  91B  against  an  operating 
strength  of  276  or  45  E7/K5  l.OS  913's  in  excess  to  authorized.  This  headquarters 
ha'  been  tasked  by  MACV  to  furnish  2176  personnel  for  the  Regional  Porce/Popul.ar 
Force,  CY  68  buildup.  Of  this  total,  335  art  medical  specialists  KCO's.  To 
support  this  personnel  requirement,  the  5th  SFG  has  been  levied  to  date  to  fur” 
nish  45  niedical  aidrrien.  Therefore,  since  v.he  5th  SFG  is  over  its  authorized 
strengt,h  in  medical  aidmen,  this  headquarters  must  reassign  thi,s  personnel 
overage  to  higher  priority  command  reqairements, 

b.  Reference  item  concerning  obtaining  tactical  air  support,  page  45,  para¬ 
graph  2b(4).  Noiiconcur,  Instruction  on  tactical  air  support  is  part  of  the  POI 
in  the  majoi'ity  of  service  schools  and  in  most  cases  is  conducted  by  Air  Force 
personnel . 

c.  Reference  item  conce:;',lng  construction  of  airborne  training  apparatus 
page  53,  paragraph  2c(l).  Corn. or. 

d.  Reference  riteir  concerrjing  timeframes  for  arclight  clearance,  page  49, 
paragraph  2b(l6).  Concur  v/lth  recommendation.  Units  requesting  arclight 

trikes  are  responsiUe  lor  (ibtaining  clearance  of  the  target  area.  The  time- 
frat.ie  for  cicaiMnce  can  vary  from  an  indefinite  period  to  one  or  two  days, 
depend irjg  on  the  r iquCLding  iimt's  desires  and  concurrence  by  province  officials, 
A  24  hour  adi/nncc  waming  for  approved  arclight  requests  is  given  to  Field  Force/ 
Corps  Eieadquar.-err,  and  in  turn  reaciiressed  to  the  requesting  and  adjacent  units. 
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All  arclight  messages  are  transmitted  using  FLASH  precedence  followed  by  tel¬ 
ephonic  confirmation  and,  if  necessary,  personal  liaison^  This  notification 
procedure  assures  adequate  warning  to  units  operating  in  the  target  area. 
Units  following  this  established  procedure  increase  the  effectiveness  of  the 
arclight  program. 


e.  Reference  item  concerning  FM  radio  frequency  allocations,  page  62, 
paragraph  2g(9).  Concur  in  tlie  recotibtiendation,  FM  frequencies  are  currently 
allocated  in  block  to  Field  Force  Headquarters  for  subsequent  reaLlocation 
within  their  areas  of  responsibility.  The  limited  FH  frequencies  available, 
the  hij^h  density  of  FM  sets,  and  limited  geographic  area  of  operations,  makes 
continuous  coordination  of  frequencies  imperative.  Further,  it  is  essential 
that  reports  of  dual  utilization  be  made  on  a  timely  basis.  U.  S.  and  Free 
’..'orld  Forces  operating  within  those  areas  coordinate  vdth  the  Field  Force  Head¬ 
quarters  on  frequency  requirements.  This  arrangement  is  deemed  the  most 
appropriable  coordination  level  for  the  operational  situation  within  RVN, 

f.  Reference  item  concerning  aeromedical  evacuation  in  IV  Corps  Tactical 
2one,  page  62,  paragraph  2g(12).  Concur.  This  office  is  aware  of  the  need 
for  additional  air-ambulance  aircraft  (Dust-off)  in  the  Delta  and  currently  is 
negotiating  for  real  estate  in  that  region  for  the  placement  there  of  a  medical 
detachment  (iRA),  buch  placement  will  increase  available  aircraft  and  should 
reduce  response  time  for  aeromedical  evacuations, 

g.  Reference  item  concerning  use  of  the  I'.79  grenade  launcher  as  a  signal. 
devd.ee,  page  62,  paragraph  2g(10):  Nonconcur.  A  strobellght,  official  desig¬ 
nator,  Ilarker  Light  Distress,  FSN  62300675209,  a  component  of  the  survival  ki.t, 
lightweight  aviator,  is  considered  appropriate  for  covert  signal  requirements. 
This  light  is  available  for  issue  upon  submission  of  requisition  with  appropri¬ 
ate  justification.  Therefore,  additional  development  effort  is  not  felt  to  be 
warranted. 


FOR  THji  COi;  .ANDER: 


Copy  furnished; 
HQ,  5th  SFG  (Abn) 


X  Assistant  Adjiilani  General 
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HQ,  US  Army,  Pacific,  APO  San  Francisco  96558 

^UJUiNI368 

TO:  Assistant  Chief  of  Staff  for  Force  Development,  Department  of  the 
Army,  Washington,  D.  C.  20310 


1.  (U)  This  headquarters  has  evaluated  subject  report  and  forwarding 

indorsement  and  concurs  in  the  report  as  indorsed. 


2.  (C)  The  following  additional  comments  are  pertinent  to  the  1st 

Indorsement ; 


a.  Reference  paragraph  2d:  The  recommendation  is  reasonable  and 
will  serve  to  improve  intelligence  on  the  target  areas  and  the  effec¬ 
tiveness  of  the  arclight  program. 

b.  Reference  paragraph  2f: 

(1)  Current  medical  air  ambulance  service  is  provided  in  IV  CT2  by 
the  82d  Medical  Detachment  (RA)  located"  at  Soc  Trang. 

(2)  The  45th  Medical  Company  (Air  Ambulance  maintains  two  air 
ambulances  on  site  at  Dong  Tam,  vicinity  of  My  Tho. 

(3)  One  additional  air  ambulance  detachment  has  been  programmed  for 
deployment  to  Can  Tho  and  is  scheduled  to  arrive  in  Vietnam  in  December 
1968. 

FOR  THE  CCMMANDER  IN  CHIEF: 


C.l.  S.-.CMT 
CPT,  AGC 
Asst  AG 
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A7i3fl-C  IS  May  1968 

SUBJECTS  Operational  Report  of  5th  Special  Forces  Group  (Abn)  for  Period 
Ending  30  April  1968,  RCS  CSF0R-65(RI)  (U) 

I£GEND: 

C&C  »  Command  and  Control 

CSF  -  Camp  Strike  Force  (Formerly  Civilian  IrregiJ.ar  Defense  Group) 

MSF  -  Mobile  Strike  Force  (Formerly  Mike  Force) 

BS  -  Border  Surveillance 

S/SS  -  Sector/Svibsector 

VN  -  Vietnamese 

MONT  -  Montagnard 

RF  -  Rfigional  Force  (Province  Level) 

PF  -  Popular  force  (District  Level) 

TC  ~  Training  Center 

R3  -  Recondo  School 
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Sfl  ATISTICAL  DATA 


1.  (C) 

Missions 

- T 

II 

III 

IV 

TOTAL 

CT2 

CT2 

CTZ 

CTZ 

a. 

Squad 

1(S3I 

57T3 

1UT?75 

33155? 

b. 

Platoon 

866 

2132 

2092 

8381 

13U73 

c. 

Company  or  Larger 

3uS 

B75 

669 

1761 

3653 

2o  (C) 

Contacts! 

Contacts  resxilting  from  Friendly 
Offensive  Action! 

108 

522 

325 

398 

1353 

b. 

VO  attacks  on  installations  and 
convoys  s 

lU 

171 

51*9 

885 

c. 

Incidents: 

31 

37 

67 

1*26 

561 

3.  (0) 

Confirmed  VC  Losses! 

a. 

KIA 

517 

915 

1;21 

839 

21*92 

b. 

WIA 

7U 

78 

98 

136 

386 

Ce 

CPTR 

52 

75 

38 

291* 

1*57 

Quarterly  Comparison  of  Confirmed  VC  Losses  Co*intry~wide: 

HA  CPTR 

id  Quarter  6? 

m 

“351 

3d  Quarter  67 

1621* 

291 

Ijth  Quarter  67 

201*1 

228 

Ist  Qiiarter  66 

21*92 

1*57 

l(»  (C)  USASF  Losses! 

a.  m 

b.  WIA 
C.  MIA 


Quarterly  comparison  of  USASF  casualties  country-wide: 

HA  WIA  MIA  TOTAL 

2d  Quart.  T  W'  ^ 

3d  Quarte-  6',  l6  92  1  109 

lith  Quarter  6?  37  lii6  $  108 

Ibl  Quarte-  68  17  17U  12  283 
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STATISTICAL  DATA  (CdlTINUED) 

I 

II 

III 

17 

CTZ 

CTZ 

CTZ 

CTZ 

TOTAL 

5o 

(c) 

VNSF  Losses 

B.0 

m 

8 

2 

3 

13 

b. 

wlA 

3 

9 

12 

7 

31 

Co 

MIA 

6 

6 

do 

Quarterly  Comparison  of  TOSF 
Casualties  Country-wide. 

KXA 

WIA 

MIA 

TOTAL 

2d  Quarter  6? 

—6 

'  2 

"”35 

3d  Quar*-'r  6? 

2 

16 

18 

l*th  Quarter  6? 

7 

26 

2 

35 

Ist  Quarter  68 

13 

31 

6 

50 

6, 

(0) 

CIDG  Losses 

&0 

KIA 

28 

138 

137 

127 

1(30 

bo 

WIA 

155 

5U0 

li66 

316 

11(77 

Oo 

MIA 

208 

h 

18 

7 

237 

do 

Quarterly  Co«i5)arison  of  CIDG 
Casualties  Country -wide « 

KIA 

WIA 

MIA 

TOTAL 

2d  Quarter  67 

U36 

]J|19 

131 

1986 

3d  Quarter  6? 

260 

1012 

28 

1300 

Uth  Quarter  6? 

li21 

1251 

lOU 

1779 

lat  Quarter  68 

U30 

1U77 

237 

21i(l( 

7. 

(c) 

RF/PF  Losses 

fto 

KIA 

17 

7 

9 

188 

221 

bo 

WIA 

16 

17 

22 

359 

1(U( 

Co 

MIA 

27 

78 

105 

do 

Quarterly  Cani:».rl8on  of  RT/PF 
Casualties  Country-wide. 

KIA 

WIA 

MIS 

TOTAL 

2d  Quarter  67 

lOL 

178 

26 

305 

3d  Quarter  67 

56 

167 

1 

22h 

Ijth  Quarter  6? 

136 

371 

28 

535 

1st  Quarter  68 

221 

UlU 

105 

71(0 

8. 

(c) 

Weap<xis 

a. 

Friendly  Weapons  Lost 

63 

92 

6U 

379 

598 

b. 

Enao^  Weapons  Lost 

89 

37*^' 

2lli 

570 

T?52 
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S  E  C  R  E 

DEPARTiaJT  OF  THE  AHMY 

5TH  SPECIAL  FORCES  QROUP  (AIRBORNE)  1ST  SPECIAL  FORCES 
APO  San  Francisco  962kO 


AVQB-MH 


22  -ftprll  1966 

DEVELOmENT  OF  THE  CIDG  PROGRAM.  196h  -  1968  (tl) 


1.  (S)  Background  and  Early  Developnent  of  the  CIDG  Proffrain: 

a.  Concept  and  Objectives  *  The  CIDG  progran  was  established  on  1  November 
1961  mder  the  operational  control  of  the  Combined  Studies  Division  (CSD)  of 
HACV.  The  program  was  desigiied  to  develop  counterinsurgency  paramilitaiTr  forces 
from  ethnic  minority  groups  in  remote  areas  of  Vietnam  where  the  government  had 
little  or  no  control  and  to  gain  the  loyalty  and  cooperation  of  these  isolated 
groups.  The  paramilitary  force,  once  trained  and  developed,  would  offer  a  meas¬ 
ure  of  self  protection  to  the  population  in  these  remote  areas,  reduce  support 
to  the  VC,  create  obstacles  to  VC  activities  and  movement,  and  provide  an  intel¬ 
ligence  capability. 

b.  Responsibilities*  The  role  of  the  USASF  piersonnel  was  then,  as  it  is 
now,  to  advise  and  assist  t’  c  VNSF  in  the  conduct  of  the  CIDG  program, 

c.  Support*  USASF  personnel  were  given  the  initial  responsibility  for 
providing  the  logisti.cal  and  administrative  suppwrt  and  the  military  training 
of  the  paramilitary  Strike  Forces  and  Hamlet  Militia  of  the  related  Strategic 
Hamlet  Program,  The  CSD  retained  overall  responsibility.  Including  that  of 
logistical  and  financial  support,  until  July  1963  when  responsibility  for  coun¬ 
terinsurgency  programs  li>  Ri?U  passed  to  MACV  in  a  phased  operation  called 
SWITCHBACK,  During  the  initial  stage  of  the  paramilitary  CIDG  program.,  funds 
for  the  program  were  received  through  Controlled  American  Source  (CAS)  channels 
because  of  the  necessity  for  certain  deviations  in  Army  funding  and  logistical 
regulations.  In  order  to  continue  the  support  of  paramilitary  forces  through 
Department  of  the  Anny  channels,  these  deviations  were  annroved  under  OPERATIQN 
SWITCHBACK,  The  Army  Counterinsurgency  Support  Office  (USACISO)  was  established, 
initially  under  Gi*,.  USARIIS,  on  27  February  1963  to  effect  suppos-t  of  OPERATION 
SWITCHBACK  through  tri-service  supply  depots  and  local  procurement  and  to  ac¬ 
count  for  the  out-of -country  PARASOL  SWITCHLACK  funds.  In-country  funds  for 
procurement  and  salartes  were  received  from  CSD  and  accounted  for  by  IJSASF, 

d.  Devalopi.isnt  through  1961iS 

(1)  The  program  made  initial  success  Ir.  an  experimental  effort  with  the 
Rhade  tribe  of  Darlac  Province  in  II  CTZ,  By  1  February  1963]-  U.S.  Special,!. 
Forces  A  Detachments  were  located  in  all  four  Corps  Tactical  Zones  at  approx¬ 
imately  25  operational  CIDG  camp  sites.  There  was  a  control  B  Detachment  at 
each  of  the  Corps  Headquarters.  By  August  1963,  USASF  detachments,  working 
through  counterpart  Vietnamese  Special  Forces  units,  had  trained  and  armed 
lU,6li5  Strike  Force  (CIDG)  and  37,918  Hamlet  Militia.  26  October  1963,  USASF 
in  Vietnam  were  assigned  an  additional  mission,  the  responsibility  ^or  the 


Incl  l4  to  5  th  SFGA  ORLL  for 
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Devalopient  of  the  CIDQ  Pfograra,  196U  -  1968  (O) 

Bordar  SmTeillance  (BS)  Program  which  had  started  in  June  1962  under  the 
operational  control  of  CSD.  Units  in  this  progran  had  previously  heen  called 
*Tral3.vatGher8'*  j  and  later  ’'Mountain  Scouts"  ^  Personnel  from  the  Border  sur¬ 
veillance  and  Moxintain  Scout  units  wore  Integrated  Into  Strike  Forces  and 
other  units.  In  November  1963*  there  was  a  total  of  four  BS  CIDQ  camp  sites. 

By  iiBld-1961t  the  total  had  Incre  sad  to  18,  which  wns  one  half  the  total  CIDQ 
camp  sites  staffed  by  USASF,  The  trend  for  the  establishment  of  camps  closer 
to  the  border  areas  had  begun. 

(2)  Although  CSD  directed  the  program  up  to  1  July  I963,  from  the  begin¬ 
ning  the  actual  field  operations  wore  carried  out  by  Special  Forces  personnel 
with  the  first  regular  detachments  being  deployed  in  March  1962.  Up  to  Oc¬ 
tober  I96I4,  these  detachments  were  deplojed  to  RVM  for  six  months  temporary 
duty  from  Cfclnawa  (1st  Special  Forces  Croup),  and  CCNUS  (^ith  and  7th  Special 
Forces  Groups).  After  October  196)4,  all  personnel  were  deployed  on  permanent 
change  of  station  ^PCS),  Headquarters,  USA  Special  Forces  (Provisional)  (Viet¬ 
nam)  was  established  in  September  1962  in  Saigon  to  ccmmand  the  Special  Forces 
detachments  on  TDY  in  the  RVN,  The  personnel  assigned  to  the  headquarters 
were  on  a  PCS  basis.  In  May  I963,  the  headquarters  was  moved  to  Nha  Trang  and 
in  October  1961},  was  Teorganized  as  HQ,  ^th  Special  Forces  Group  (AlrboiTie)» 

2.  (S)  Growth  and  Development  of  the  CIDG  Program,  I96I4  -  1968  s 

a.  Generals  Since  196U,  the  CIDG  program  has  expanded  tremendously  as 
reflected  by  the  statistics  at  Inclosure  1.  The  number  of  CIDG  camps  has 
expanded  from  25  in  I96I4  to  the  present  total  of  6I4.  The  total  number  of 
CIIXl  in  the  program  has  increased  from  approximatelv  20,000  to  142,962.  A 
corresponding  increase  in  personnel  (USASF  and  VNSF;,  administrative,  logis¬ 
tical,  and  financial  suppoit  was  therefore  necessary.  Tactics  changed  and 
new  concepts  were  employed  during  the  period.  Target  dates  were  established 
for  the  eventual  transfer  of  control  of  the  CIDG  program  to  RVNAF,  but  could 
not  be  realized.  The  deployment  of  US  conventional  forces  to  RVN  in  1965  af¬ 
fected  both  CIDG  operations  and  the  loglstican  system.  During  the  enemy  TET 
offensive  In  January  and  February  1968,  the  CIDG  forces  demonstrated  that  they 
had  developed  into  the  effective  paramilitary  force  envisioned  in  1961.  The 
chronological  sequence  of  significant  events  and  activities  found  at  Inclosure 
2  reflects  the  gradual  growth  and  development  of  the  CIDG  nrograr.!,  tactics, 
organization,  concepts  employed,  and  successes  and  failures  during  the  period 
1  January  I96I4  to  April  1968. 

b,  CIDG  Logistical  Support: 

(1)  There  have  been  few  basic  changes  in  the  logistical  system  since  I96I4; 
however,  these  changes  have  significantly  increased  the  flexibility  and  respon¬ 
siveness  of  the  logistical  system.  In  I96I4,  supplies  and  equipment  were  de¬ 
livered  directly  from  the  Logistical  Support  Center  (LSC)  in  Nha  Traag  by  air, 

I5T,  and  motor  convoy  to  all  detachments  except  A  and  B  detachments  in  I  Colors 
Tactical  Zone.  Detachment  C-1  In  Da  Nang  acted  as  a  forward  supoly  point  (FSP) 
for  all  elements  in  I  CTZ.  C  Detachments  in  II,  HI,  and  IV  CTZ  did  not  act 
as  forward  supply  points.  Today  there  are  five  FSP' 3,  one  located  at  each  of 
the  four  C  detachmen'  sites  and  one  at  Detachment  B-23,  Ban  Me  Thout,  Each 
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F3P  matotalns  a  day  atockage  level  of  all  supplies  and  equipment  and  is 
responsible  for  supplying  subordinate  detachments  within  their  Corps  area.  ' 
The  FS?  at  Pleiini  supports  the  caitips  in  the  northern  portion  of  XT  Coiqjs  whll© 
the  F‘3P  at  Ban  Ke  Thout  directly  supports  the  southern  half.  There  are  three 
principal  advantages  which  have  accrued  from  the  forward  supply  point  concept* 


(s.)  Maximum  utilization  of  aircraft  is  realized, 

(b)  Order-to-ship  time  from  the  detachments  is  reduced, 

(c)  There  Is  now  a  disnersion  of  bulk  supolies  which  reduces  the  concen¬ 
tration  of  supplies  at  the  ISC, 

(?)  In  196I1.  the  USACISO  fumished  about  80  percent  of  all  supplies,  and 
the  remainder  was  obtained  from  the  US  Army  Support  Command  and  local  sources. 
However,  with  the  buildup  of  US  Forces  in  Vietnam  in  196‘5-1966j  many  items 
which  were  being  ordered  from  Okinawa  were  readily  available  from  depots  of  the 
Ist  Iiogistical  Command,  As  a  result,  an  inter -service  support  agreement  (IS3A) 
was  established  between  the  5th  Special  Forces  Group  and  USARV,  There  was  an 
ISSA  already  in  effect  with  the  Uaval  support  activity  in  I  CTZ,  Under  the 
provisions  of  this  agreement,  ccrnnon  class  I,  II,  III,  IV,  and  V  items  are  now 
drawn  on  a  reimbursable  fill  or  kill  basis  (no  due  outs  established)  from  the 
Ist  Lpglsticcl  Command,  Most  class  I  supplies  are  obtained  in-country  with 
the  exception  of  Indigenous  patrol  rations  and  canned  foods  which  are  purchased 
in  Japan,  Class  II  and  IV  supplies  are  procurred  from  two  sources,  USACISO 
(the  primary  source),  and  through  the  ISSA.,  Class  HI  products  are  obtained 
In-country  on  a  reimbursable  b.isis  as  is  most  class  V,  An  additional  source 
of  supply,  which  was  also  available  in  1961i,  is  local  purchase.  Regardless 
of  the  source  however,  all  supplies  except  local  5th  SFGA  purchases  are  paid 
for  by  USACISO  from  PARASOL  Sb’I'^CliBACK  lands. 


(3)  Supplies  are  delivered  from  the  LSC  to  the  FSP’s  by  both  water  and 
air,  but  are  no  longer  delivered  by  motor  convoy.  Motor  convoys  are  utilized, 
however,  on  a  limited  basis  to  transfer  supnlies  from  the  FSP  to  the  subordinate 
detachments  when  air  movement  or  air  drop  is  not  available  or  nossible.  Average 
monthly  tonnage  shipped  from  the  LSC  includes  2,1)40  tons  air  landed,  21  tons 
a.^r  dropped,  and  3.,0'?0  tons  sea  ii''t.  Any  cann  in-coimtry  can  be  emergency 
resupplied  within  thi’ee  hours  using  nre- ■rig."'ed  emergency  bundles  located  both 
at  the  LSC  and  the  foivard  gunply  points. 


c,  CIDG  Organization? 


(1)  CIDG  Cai.ip  Strike  Force  and  Ccmbat  Reconnaissance  Platoons-  In  I96I4 
a  CIIG  Light  Crqcrrilla  Cortroary  (x50  CIDG  personnel)  consisted  of  three  rifle 
platoons  and  one  weapons  platoon,  Presentl5',  the  equivalent  company,  now  re¬ 
ferred  to  as  a  Camp  Strike  Force  Company,  consists  of  132  CIDG  also  formed  into 
three  rifle  platoons  and  a  weapons  platoon.  Besides  the  reduction  in  personnel, 
the  main  change  in  the  organization  of  the  CIDG  company  has  occurred  in  the 
weapons  authorized,  (So,e  charts  at  inclosure  3«)  In  January  1966  (TOE  3«66), 
a  combat  reconnaissance  platoon  (CRP)  of  3)4  CIDG  was  authorized  each  CIDG  camp 
to  add  flexibility  and  a  rei'onriaissance  capability.  This  additional  force, 
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besidog  glvlnp-  the  camp  an  additional  capability,  compensated  for  the  reduc¬ 
tion  in  manpower  per  CTDO  cranpany,  A  second  CRP  per  CIDO  camp  was  authorized 
on  1  Feb  I967. 

(2)  Mobile  Strike  Forces 


(a)  The  most  significant  change  in  the  organization  of  tlie  CIDG  occurred 
during  the  summer  of  1965  when  the  Mike  Force  now  '(Mobile  Strike  Force)  was 
established.  The  need  for  some  type  of  special  force  to  react  to  emergencies 
encountered  by  the  small  Spocial  Forces  camps  in  II  CTZ  was  realized  early 
and  on  16  October  196I1  and  "Eagle  Flight"  detachment  was  formed  at  Pleiku,  It 
consisted  of  five  USASF  personnel  TOY  from  the  Ist  3FQA  and  36  Rhado  Tribesmen. 
The  Montagnards  were  trained  in  the  various  Special  Forces  skills  and  even  re¬ 
ceived  the  ground  portion  of  jump  training  to  Include  the  equivalent  of  the  3U 
foot  tower  training,  (However,  at  tjiat  time  the  USASF  were  specifically  not 
authorized  to  allow  the  Rhades  to  conduct  actual  jumps.)  Because  the  "Eagle 
Flight"  personnel  were  more  highly  skilled  than  the  regular  CIDG  soldier,  a 
special  (higher)  pay  scale  was  approved  and  overall  grade  level  was  also  higher. 
A  hazardous  d\ity  pay  of  1000  plasters  a  month  was  also  authorized.  Armed  with 
M2  carbines  and  with  the  direct  support  of  six  "slick"  helicopters  and  three 
gunships  from  Camp  Holloway,  the  "Eagle  Flight"  successfully  performed  recon¬ 
naissance  and  search  and  seizure  missions,  but  were  most  effectively  utilized 

as  a  reaction  force  in  support  of  camps  under  attack  and  friendly  elementa 
caught  by  enemy  ambushes.  Sometimes  they  served  as  a  blocking  force  and  some¬ 
times  as  a  pursuing  force.  "Eagle  Flight"  was  entirely  mobile, 

(b)  When  the  5th  SFG  arrived  In-country  in  October  1961|,  the  Importance 
of  the  Ea^le  Flight  mission  as  a  refction  force  was  immediately  recognized. 

Plans  began  to  be  fomulated  to  form  a  reaction  force  for  each  of  the  four  Corps 
aj:*eas.  The  Mike  Force  was  the  result.  The  name  "Mike  Force"  originated  from 
the  phonetic  alphabet  "Mika"  for  the  "M"  in  Mobile  Force,  Mike  Force  units 
were  committed  as  an  overt  conventional  force  designed  to  supplement  the  of¬ 
fensive  power  of  the  Special  Forces  effort. 


(c)  The  organizational  structure  and  mission  of  the  Mike  Force,  when  it 
was  established  in  August  1965,  is  depicted  at  inolosure  li,  Tliis  structure 
was  slightly  changed  by  the  tine  the  rirst  Mike  Force  T05E!  was  published  in 
January  1966.  This  TO&E  provided  for  a  separate  rocon  platoon  of  19  men  rath*r 
than  three  separate  six-man  recon  squads  for  each  of  the  three  rifle  squads. 

The  total  authorized  strength  of  the  Mike  Force  Comoany  w^s  also  increased 
from  185  to  I9S,  In  mid'1966  another  concept  of  employment  of  ths  Mike  Fores 
evolved,  the  Mobile  Guerrilla  Force  (MGF )  concept.  A  Mobile  Guerrilla  Task 
Force  consisted  of  one  USASF  A  Detachment  (Command  and  Control),  one  15G  man 
Mobile  Guerrilla  Company  (Mike  Force  trained  in  ruorrilla  warfare),  and  one 
lU  man  Combat  Reconnaissance  Platoon,  The  force  was  capable  of  operating  In 
remote  areas  previously  considered  safe  areas  for  periods  of  30  to  60 

days.  Its  mission  included;  border  sumreillance,  interdiction  of  enemy  in¬ 
filtration  routes,  and  the  conduct  of  both  reconnaissance  and  Combat  operations. 
The  concept  of  operations  called  for  the  CRP  to  deploy  into  the  area  of  oper¬ 
ation  ahead  of  the  Mobile  Guerrilla  Cnmpciny,  The  Mobile  Oueri  l!)la  Company 
would  then  deploy  ^nd  r‘?act  to  intelligence  furnished  hy  the  CRP.  These  oper¬ 
ations  were  called  "Blackjack"  operations.  The  first  MGF  oneration,  Blackjack 
21,  was  initiated  In  SW  Kontum  Province  on  13  October  1966  after  five  weeks  of 
planning  and  preparation.  The  operation  ended  on  10  November  1966  and  was  a 
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total  success  resulting  in  liS  VC/NVA  KIA  and  several  infiltration  routes,  base 
camps,  and  caches  located.  MIF  Blackjack  operations  continued  to  be  successful. 
The  evolution  of  the  Mika  Force  continued*  In  n!ld-1967f  integration  of  the  M3F 
and  Mike  Force  began  and  in  October  196?  the  two,  together,  officially  became 
known  as  the  Mobile  Strike  Force  (MSF).  The  missions  and  capabilities  of  both 
forces  ware  retained.  During  the  period  of  August  1965  through  the  summer  of 
1967,  the  MSF  (formerly  Mike  Forced  were  under  the  unilateral  command’ of  the 
USASF,  At  approximately  the  same  time  that  the  MGF  and  Mike  Force  merged  into 
the  MSF,  the  VNSF  were  also  integrated  and  a  Joint  VNSF /USASF  command  of  the 
MSF  was  established. 


(d)  In  Decfflnber  1967  the  MSF  expanded  to  its  present  authorized  strength 
of  8250  CIDG,  U7  companies  of  181^  CIDG  each,  and  organized  as  depicted  at  In- 
closure  U.  Still  another  expansion  of  the  Mobile  Strike  Force  has  been  pro~ 
posed  and  is  presently  under  consideration,  A  total  of  13,121  MSF  soldiers, 
organised  into  MSF  companies  as  shown  in  Inclosure  5,  will  be  authorized  upon 
approval  of  this  proposal.  The  proposal  also  includes  the  formation  of  a  MSF 
Command  and  Control  B  Detachment  for  each  CTZ  and  for  the  MSF  country-wide  re¬ 
serve  at  Nha  Trang. 

(3)  The  FT  69  budget  provides  for  equipping  the  MSF,  the  CRP,  and  the  CSF 
with  the  M-16  rifle,  M-60  machine  gun,  and  the  M-79  grenade  launcher  to  bring 
their  firepower  capability  up  to  the  level  of  that  of  the  enemy. 

d.  Special  Operations: 

(1)  Project  Delta  (Leaping  Lena): 

(a)  On  1?  May  1961i,  Project  Delta  f originally  called  Project  Leaping 
I-ena  was  initiated  as  a  covert  operation  in  Viatnam.  Initially  Project  Delta 
included  one  USASF  A  Detachment  whose  primary  mission  was  to  train  the  CIDG 
and  VNSF  in  the  conduct  of  a  long  range  reconnaissance  patrols  (LRRP),  By 
June  1965,  the  USASF  had  assumed  a  more  active  role  in  Project  Delta  and  detach¬ 
ment  B-52  had  been  organized  for  command  and  control.  The  present  missions,  as 
listed  below  in  order  of  priority,  were  assxuned. 

1,  Locate  enemy  units,  installations  and/or  activities  for  strategic  or 
tactical  exploitation. 


O  +■  -? 

«„  •  wca  t.'iit.rx  VA  xuo.  1  • 

3.  Direct  artillery /TAG  AIR  and  conduct  bomb  damage  assessment. 
U.  Act  as  Hunter  Killer  Teams. 

5.  Conduct  Search  and  Destroy  operations  on  limited  targets. 

6,  Conduct  Special  Purpose  raids, 

7.  To  reinforce  A  Detachments  and  other  tmits. 

8,  To  doncudt  harassing,  cover  and  deception  missitjnsc 
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Delte  operations  are  conducted  coimti^-wlde  as  directed  by  COMUSMACV  under  the 
operational  control  of  the  Corps  Goiranander  in  whose  Corps  the  operation  Is 
conducted.  Personnel  assts  of  Prolect  Delta  include  USASF.  VNSF,  CIDG  and  one 

w*  V  iWip,-!:!  Oji  wiixv;n  4ipe  tne  lofiin  reacT/ion  101^6^ 


(b/  In  September  19^5,  Detachment  B-^2  began  a  unit  tuaining  urogram  in 
wng  Range  Reconnaissance  Patrol  techniques  for  its  replacement  personnel. 

At  the  request  of  US  Conventional  units,  they  also  trained  other  US  personnel 
in  LRRP  techniques.  This  training  mission  was  ass’imed  on  1$  Septemb-n*  ''966 
by  the  direction  of  COMUSMACV, 


(2)  In  mid-1966  Projeets  Omega  and  Sigma  (Detachments  B-50  and  B_56)  were 
established  with  a  mission  sijnllar  to  that  of  Project  Delta. 

(3)  Detechinent  B-36  (Provisional):  On  1  November  1967,  the  operational 
control  of  Projects  Omega  and  Sigma  was  transferred  to  MACSOQ.  Detachment 
B-36  (Provisional)  was  organized  in  August  1967  to  fill  the  gap  In  the  stra¬ 
tegical  and  tactical  reconnaissance  capabilities  of  II  and  III  CTZ  that  would 

be  created  by  the  impending  transfer.  Detachment  B-36  reconnaissance  operations 
are  conducted  by  USASF,  CIDG  (MSF)  and  conventional  US  (tRRP)  personnel  from 

TTT  r*^*7  ~ 


(h)  Significant  Special  operations  conducted  by  Detachments  B-36,  B-50,  B- 
52  and  B-56  are  included  in  the  significant  activities/events  in  inclosure  2. 

e.  Civic  Actions  and  Psychological  Operations:  The  CIDG  program  was 
initially  launched  to  gain  the  loyalty  and  cooperation  o^  relatively  isolated 
population  groups  through  civic  action  projects  and  nsychological.  operations 
as  well  as  by  training  and  organization  of  Strike  Force  units  for  local  security 
of  the  areas.  In  June  1961;,  according  to  the  case  study  on  the  U.S.  Special 
^ssion  in  Vietnam  conducted  by  Special  Operation  Research  Office, 
^SORDj,  ihe  American  University,  the  status  of  civic  action  and  psychological 
operations  was  described  as  follows,  "These  activities  continue  mainly  with 
U.S,  personnel  acting  as  the  principal,  rather  than  in  an  advisory  role.  lack 
of  interest  in  these  programs  on  the  part  of  the  VNSF  personnel  -  who  are  gen¬ 
erally  ^indoctrinated  In  the  need  for  such  effort  -  reflect  the  continuing 
GVt  attitude  toward  the  CIDG  program,"  The  same  is  basically  true  for  the 
present. 


(l)  In  evaluating  progress  made  by  the  VNSF  in  areas  which  U.S.  evalu¬ 
ators  would  call  civil  affairs  (CA't,  civic  action  (CIvAG),  or  psychological 
operations  (PSYOP),  it  is  important  to  bear  In  mind  that  the  VNSF  do  not  sub¬ 
scribe  to  the  sane  CA/CIVAC/PSYOP  concents  as  do  the  USASF.  This  divergence  is 
especial^  noticeable  in  the  area  of  CJVAC,  The  VNSF  in  general  do  not  actively 
oppose  USASF  CrVAC  efforts,  but  they  often  do  not  agree  with  the  U.S,  approach. 
Ill  partx^^lar,  ■bh6y  usual  Iv  feel  that  CIV AC  benefits  shouW  only  be  extended 
to  a  given  group  of  people  if  that  group  is  giving  actual,  tangible  assistance 
to  local  GVN  ^rces  (e.g..,  information  about  the  VC).  A  corollary  to  this  is 
the  feeling  tpat  since  the  CIIXj  are  contributing  as  much  or  more  to  the  GVN 
effort  as  any' other  group  in  the  area,  the  CIDG  should  rnceive  the  lion's  share 
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of  CIVAC  benefits.  Another  difference  in  v±ev  point  is  the  fact  that  0,S, 
Forces  often  tend  to  separate  CA  and  PSYOP,  with  CIVAC  as  a  part  of  the  lat¬ 
ter,  or  even  as  a  separate  program.  In  the  HVNAF,  these  activities,  alaig 

«  *7  a  V>.^  M  O  +  Vv 

W  Xtlll  V'l/iivao^  <ax  U  WI  l>-I  J.vav7X  UO  pcbx  t/O  V.>J.  Cl  t.>UVA^X  VXJ.liCl  UCiX 

warfare  (POIWAR)  program.  This  fact  is  often  not  fully  understood  by  U.S, 
advisei’S.  The  POIMAR  program  contains  the  following  major  sub-programs  i 


}X/JL4,oxi^aa. 


(a)  Psychological  warfare  (Similar  to  U.S,  PSYOP,  less  CIVAC), 

(b)  Political  indoctrination  and  training. 

(c)  Social  welfare  (mostly  oriented  toward  troops  and  troop  families), 

(d)  PK/eommissary  system, 

(e)  Internal  security. 

(f)  Press  and  information  activities. 

(g)  Chaplain  activities, 

(2)  This  headquarters  is  unable  to  evaluate  progress  made  in  programs 
listed  under  2a(l)(e),  2e(l)(f),  and  2e(j.){g),  IVogr  388  in  the  remaining 
areas  includes  the  followings 


(a)  Psychological  warfare?  The  ^/NSF  have  assumed  slightly  more  initiative 
in  developing  PSYOP  themes  to  meet  specific,  obvious  threats.  PSYOP  effoi't  in 
general  has  improved  because  of  the  increased  support  capability  of  the  Uth 
PSYOP  Group  (U.S.),  AEV>{  POLWAR  units,  which  are  supposed  to  support  the  VNSF, 
rarely  perform  their  missions.  As  a  result,  the  l^th  PSYOP  Group  STipports  both 
VNSF  and  USASF  efforts. 

(b)  Political  indoctrination  and  training*  A  motivation  program  directed 
at  the  CIDG,  usirig  ci’dllan  instructor  cadre,  was  in  operation  duri.ng  196(ij  how¬ 
ever,  it  was  discontinued  in  January  1967.  The  VNSF  High  Command  (VNSFHC)  has 
shown 'pai'ticiilar  interest  in  re~establi  shinr  and  maintaining  such  a  program, 
and  this  is  currently  being  dons  as  a  Joint  project  of  the  ilSASF  (5th  SfliA')  ,, 
and  VNSFHC j  cadre  are  being  hired  and  POI  are  beiTig  prepared  for  a  resumptioriN 
of  the  prograin.  In  the  field,  VNSF  POLWAR  personnel  give  lectures  or  perform 
other  political  indoctrination  activities.  These  are  limited  as  imieh  by  the 
non-av«ila’oi!',.lty  of  persormel  as  hy  any  other  factor’s.  IG^SF  political  indoc¬ 
trination  FOI  and  other  documents  are  regularly  distributed. 


(«)  £ocia.l.  Welfai’e*  Tne  VNSFHC  has  developed  an  active  Social  Welfare 
section  which  operates  in  the  fiha  Trang  area,  llils  program  is  largely  neglected 
in  the  field  because  of  non-availability  of  VNSF  personnel. 


(d)  RC/c'.'mmissai’y  sjstam*  CIDC  PX'a  and  cc»(mlaBarl.ea  are  operative  in 
several  CIDG  camps,  ajui  the  program  ir  being  sxpanded  as  a  Joint  VNSFAfSASF 
effort. 
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(3)  The  programs  cit-ed  above  as  currently  in  effect  may  all  be  t£ken  to 
represent  progress  since  1  oanuary  196lt;  however,  overall  the  U5ASF  advlaer 
contiiiues  to  be  the  principal,  rather  th'-  *he  adviser  in  these  activities. 

3»  (S)  Progress  of  VNSFs  CINCPAC  in  May  1963  made  this  statement  concerning 

the  CUXj  concepts  ’’in'hen  the  OVN  is  able  to  assume  full  responsibility  for  the 
CIDG  program  and  success  is  assured,  the  US  personnel  will  bo  withdrawn."  Ef¬ 
forts  to  integrate  the  CIDG  program  into  RVNAF  has  thus  far  been  unsucceseful. 

a.  The  procedure  of  converting  CIDG  camns  to  RF  control  proved  \msatls- 
factory.  The  CIDG  program  is  offensive  in  nature  and  controls  a  TAOR  by  em¬ 
ploying  aggressive  patrolling  action;  whereas,  the  RF/PF  mission  is  defensive 
in  natiire.  While  hostilities  continue,  conversion  to  RF/PF  is  undesirable, 

b.  Another  course  of  action  being  tried  is  the  trans^'er  of  camos  to  VNSF 
control.  Three  camps  have  been  transferred  to  VNSF  control;  however,  the 
VNSF  do  not  presently  have  sufficient  numbers  of  qualified  personnel  to  con¬ 
tinue  this  program.  The  entire  VNSF  Group's  resources  have  been  taxed  to 
provide  three  A  Detachments  capable  of  assuming  control  of  the  camps.  The 
SORO  study  on  the  US  Special  Forces  CIDG  Mission  in  Vietnam  mentioned  two  de¬ 
ficiencies  of  the  VNSF 2  (l)  a  lack  of  '’ontinuity  of  VNSF  personnel  in  the 
CIDG  program  and  (2)  the  character  of  the  VNSF  organization  charged  with  the 
execution  of  the  program  and  the  caliber  of  it's  officer  personnel.  The  study 
cited  "instances  of  US  A  Detachment  Commanders  serving  under  three  of  four 
VNSF  Camp  Commajiders  in  a  six  month  tour".  This  situation  does  not  exist  to¬ 
day.  Being  a  separate  service,  the  VNSF  has  resorted  to  its  own  form  of  re¬ 
cruitment  which  has  resulted  in  processing  additional  nersonnel  for  reasons  of 
political  affiliation.  Most  of  the  recent  replacements  are  very  young  and.  in¬ 
experienced,  In  addition,  the  ma.iority  of  the  VNSF  officers  do  not  possess 
adequate  knowledge  of  tactics,  administration,  or  logistics.  Since  the  inte- 
g.ration  of  the  VNSF  into  the  command  structure  of  the  MSF,  there  has  been  a 
general  deterioration  in  the  effectiveness  of  the  MSF.  This  can  be  attributed 
to  three  factors s 

Vl)  The  fact  that  the  MSF  is  composed  of  personnel  from  ethnic  minority 
groups  which  possess  an  inherent  animosity  and  distrust  of  Vietnamese. 

(2)  The  general  lack  of  qualified  leaders  within  the  VNSF, 

(3)  The  fact  that  the  VNSF  many  txmcs  refuse  to  acconuanv  the  MSF  on 
combat  operations.  The  MSF  Is  the  type  of  organization  that  must  be  led  by 
example , 


0,  Present.ly,  the  training  level  of  the  average  VNSF  Is  insufficient, 
much  less  his  ability  to  ass’ime  the  responsibility  of  training  the  CIDG,  Tne 
VNSF  NCO  receives  only  twenty-four  weeks  of  formal  military  t’-ainlng  at  the 
VNSF  .Dong  Ba  Thin  Training  Center  unless  he  is  a  transfer  from  ARVN.  This 
twenty-four  weeks  Includes  basic  and  Special  Forces  MOS  training.  This  MOS 
training  is  comparable  in  length  to  the  shortest  MOS  courses  received  by 
USASF  'personnel.  However,  USASF  MOS  courses  are  oriented  toward  senior  NCO'n 
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with  an  outstandinR  military  background.  The  lack  of  adequate  conventional 
prior  experience  is  felt  to  be  the  main  cause  of  the  ineffectiveness  of  VNSF 
NCO'b,  Those  few  VWSF  NCO's  who  have  cranparable  time  in  service  with  USASF  HCO’s 
do  compare  favorable ^  The  VNSF  officers  are  drawn  from  conventional  units  by 
JGS  levy.  It  is  felt  that  the  stated  inadequacy  of  VNSF  of^’icer  personnel  is 
not  due  to  a  lack  of  conventional  formal  branch  training.  As  is  noimal  when 
personnel  are  assigned  against  levies,  those  of'f'icers  who  have  made  the  least 
use  of  the  formal  training  available  are  transferred  into  the  VNSF,  The  VHSF 
officer's  orientation  Is  comparable  in  time-fr'me  and  scope  to  the  USASF  officer 
orientation  course.  It  is  necessarily  conducted,  however,  by  VNSF  officer 
personnel  who  are  not  adequately  qualified  to  give  this  training.  Because  of 
personnel  shortages  and  continous  high  emphasis  on  immediate  operational 
requirements  as  well  as  a  constantly  Increasing  scope  of  training  require¬ 
ments  for  the  CIEG  and  VNSF,  the  5th  Special  Forces  Group  (Airborne)  has  not 
had  qualified  personnel  free  to  attack  this  long  range  problem.  As  a  result 
of  the  recent  addition  of  personnel  to  the  5th  SI''GA  Adviser  Detachment  B-5l 
(The  VNSF  Dong  Ba  Thin  Training  Center)  as  well  as  Increased  command  emphasis 
and  staff  supervision,  notable  recent  progress  has  been  made. 

d.  The  responsibility  for  equipping  the  CIDG  has  been  assumed  entirely 
by  USASF  and  entire  CIDG  program  is  supported  from  PARASOL  SWITCHBACK  funds. 

Ths  VNSF  equip  and  financially  support  only  themselves  and  presently  do  not 
have  the  capability  to  support  the  CTDG  program  financially  or  administratively. 

h.  (U)  Summary  and  Conclunionss  Sinco  I96U  the  CIDG  program  has  expanded 
tremendously  and  the  CIDG  forces  have  developed  into  the  effective  oaranilltary 
force  envisioned  in  1961,  With  tho  assistance  of  USA.SF  advisers,  the  success 
and  the  growth  of  the  CIDG  program  is  expected  to  continue, 

FOR  THE  COMMANDERS 


D.  B.  BROCK 
HAJ,  INF 
Adjutant 
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(Dash  tndicatss  Information  not  available  or  not  applicable) 


1,  (C)  Personnel  Strengths 


Jan  196ii 

r — "  - 

Jan  1965 

Jan  1?66 

Jan  1967 

Jan  1968 

hroiectcd  ‘ 

Jul  i960  Jan  1969 

blst  Airborne 
Ranger  Bn 

0 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

P— — — . 

1 

Auth 

H 

806 

806 

806 

677 

677 

636 

mSm 

336 

66? 

685 

7ia 

VNSF  A  Det 

2U 

U8 

60 

70 

70 

82 

91 

VN  Auth 

672 

672 

11^8 

11148 

IIL8 

127li 

VN  Ase 

2h0 

?76 

720 

930 

9?0 

11U8 

12  7U 

VNSF  B  Det 

8 

a 

10 

10 

10 

13 

13 

VN  Auth 

— 

200 

200 

32? 

32? 

32? 

32? 

VN  Asg 

120 

200 

200 

mm 

2?0 

32? 

32? 

VNSF  G  Det 

(Oct)  U 

h 

h 

h 

U 

VN  Auth 

—  — 

VN  Ase 

k99 

1026 

1073 

13?6 

1883 

1626 

175? 

CTDG  Companies 

3?6 

182 

CVJ 

28? 

293 

36? 

398 

CIDG  Agg 

18U39 

2662? 

^^J989^ 
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2.  (C)  CrOG  Camps  w^^'iorder  Surveillance  Holer 


lEAR 

1?63 

1961i 

196? 

1966 

1967 

1968 

NUMBER 

18 

i!i_ 

28 

_ _ 

85? 
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statistical  data  Qiont'd) 

(D&sh  Indicates  Infomation  not  available  or  not  applicable) 


3.  (C)  Detachments  w/aector  or  subsector  Advisory  Role: 


YEAR 

MDMBER 


196U 

196? 

1966 

1967 

1968 

L_ZZ_ 

37 

22_. 

18 

lt«  (C)  Operational  Results  (l96li  -  1966  npt  available): 
toar  1967  1968  (As  of  1  April) 


YEAR 

Energy  KH 
(USASF  Conf) 


USASF  KIA 

TOSF  KLA _ 

CIDG _ 

RF/PF _ 

TOTAL  Friendly  KIA 


1967 

1968 

7111 

2503 

91 

30 

UU 

11 

1209 

394 

562 

89 

1906 

52U 

KILL  RATIO  1967  1968 

USASF  s  ENEMY  1  :  78,1  1  s  83. U 

TOTAL  Friendly  s  Enemy  1  ?  3.7  1  5  b.8 


5,  (S)  US  Expenditures  in  Support  of  the  CIDG  Program:  (Expressed  In  ralllions): 


FY  1961:  ET  196? 


20,2 


1j5',1 


29.0  26.1 


FY  1967  FT  1968* 


76,0 


*  Authorized  Budget  for  FY  _,o. 


7b.l 


V7 


89.6  I  11 
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5TH  SPECm  FORCES  GROUP  (AIRBORNE)  1ST  SPECIAL  FORCES 
SIGNIFICANT  EYEHTS/ACTI7ITIES  FRCM  JANUARY  I96U  fO  APRIL  1966 


196U»  (Mar) 


(Apr) 

(May) 


(Jim) 

( Jul) 

(Aug) 

(Sop) 

(Oct) 


196?  t  (May) 


( Jun) 


USASF  Tactical  Operatlona  Cantor  (TOC)  and  alternate  heed- 
quartera  eatabliahod  in  Saigon.  CIDQ  Force  atructure 
standardized;  TOE  for  a  CIDG  light  guerrilla  company  es- 


Indigeaous  Patrol  Ration  developed. 

On  15  May,  USASF  A  Detachments  came  under  OPGON  of  the 
senior  US  advisor  in  each  Corps.  Control  exercised 
through  SF  B  Detachment. 

On  I5I  May,  Project  Leaping  Lena  initiated  in  Vietnam. 

(Nov  called  Project  Delta)  Mission  to  conduct  covert  oper¬ 
ations  in  Vietnamo  USASF  A  Detachment  trained  VNSF  and 
CIDG  personnel  in  techniques  of  long  range  reconnaissance 
patrols 

SWITCHBACK  assumed  responsibility  for  support  of  Project 
Leaping  Lena  (Delta)  and  MACV  Studies  and  Observation 
Group  (SOG). 

Viet  Cong  strongly  attacked  CIDG  camps  at  Nam  Dong  and 
Pblel  Krongo 

COL  John  Spears  assumes  cotimand  of  USASF, 

Montagnards  rebel  against  GVN  in  five  CIDG  camps  in  II 
CTZ. 

1  Oct  1961*,  5th  SFGA  activated  in  Vietnam,  Hq  USASF  V 
changed  to  Hq  5th  SFGA.  Transition  to  PCS  ordered,  "C" 
Detachment  established  in  each  Corps  for  command  and  con¬ 
trol. 

"Eagle  Flight"  reaction  force  formed  in  II  CTZ,  Fore¬ 
runner  of  today's  Mobile  Strike  Force, 

Deployment  of  US  Conventional  Canbat  units  to  KVN  initi¬ 
ated. 

A  target  date  of  1  January  196?  vas  set  by  CCMUSMACV  for 
attaining  complete  Integration  of  the  GIK  program  into 
the  RVNAF-. 

CCKUSMACV  approved  plan  to  conveit  CIDG  companies  to  Re- 


glonal  Forces  where  possible. 

S  E  C  R  E  1 

GRDUP-lt 

Dovaigraded  at  3  year  intervals* 
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leant  j-^nts/Activ^.iSS  from  Jamiary  1964  to  Apr^J.  ^.08  (»-jnt'd) 
COL  Wllllan  A.  McKean  assumes  command  of  5th  SFGA, 


1966: 


(  Jul) 
(Aug) 
(Sap) 

(Mar) 

(Hay) 


Mike  Force  established  on  1  August. 

Project  Delta  USASF  began  LREP  training  program. 

USASF  TOC  moved  from  Saigon  to  Nha  Trang  on  10  September, 

Enemy  attacked  and  overran  CIDO  Camp  at  Ashau  on  11  March. 

Class  V  support  from  USARV  begins  as  a  result  of  Inter- 
service  support  agreement  with  the  1st  Logistical  Command. 


(Jun) 


COL  Francis  J,  Kelley  assumes  command  of  5th  SFQA. 


"Operation  Nathan  Hale"  Jointly  conducted  by  CIDG  forces, 
1st  Air  Cavalry  Division,  and  101st  Airborne  Division, 
Demonstrated  the  effectiveness  of  deployment  of  CIDG 
troops  with  conventional  forces. 

(Aug-Oct)  Projects  CMEGA  and  SIGMA  implemented.  Long  Range  Recon¬ 
naissance  and  Intelligence  gathering  capabilities  in¬ 
creased  in  addition  to  that  already  furnished  by  Project 
Delta,  Under  OPCON  of  CG  I  Force  and  CG  II  Force  V  re¬ 
spectively. 


MACV  Recondo  School  established  on  15  September  1966  upon 
direction  of  CCMUSMACV,  Missions  To  instruct  selected 
personnel  from  US  and  FVJMAF  units  In  techniques  of  long 
range  reconnaissance  p;  trolling. 

Mobile  Guerrilla  Force  (MQF)  Concept  originated.  Missions 
Deploy  into  VC  dominated  areas,  establish  a  series  of  se¬ 
cret  patrol  bases,  and  conduct  border  surveillance,  In¬ 
terdiction  of  enemy  forces  and  installations  within  the 
assigned  AO.  Composed  of  USASF  A  Detachment  nnd  Mike. 
Force  soldiers.  Designed  as  an  economy  of  force  effort 
intended  to  project  into  remote  areas  not  under  ARVN/FWMAF/ 
CIDG  surveillance. 


Cajups  In  rv  CTZ  Plain  of  Reeds  flooded  by  deepest  flood 
in  recent  History,  Camps  continued  to  operate  by  sampan. 
Airboat  and  PACV  operations  Initiated  and  very  successful, 

(Nov)  IV  CTZ  Mike  Force  credited  w/renderlne  ineffective  a  VC 

Battalion  in  Soui  Da  area.  Operations  eventually  devel¬ 
oped  into  Operation  Attleboro. 

Mike  Forces  and  CIDG  participate  in  Opns  Henry  Clay  and 
Thayer  with  lOlst  Abn  Bdo  and  1st  Aii-  Cav.  Div. 


^1 
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SlsnUflcant  E'wsnta/Actlvitl3s  from  Januaiy  196lj  to  April  i968  (Cont'd; 


(Nov) 


(Doc) 


1967*  (Jan) 


Mike  Force  and  CIDO  participate  in  Opn  "Paul  Revere  IF" 
w/Uth  Inf  Div. 

HSF  Operation  Blackjact  21  in  IT  CTZ  completed.  M3F  ex¬ 
cept  further  developed  and  refined, 

CIDG  and  RF  \inita  in  I  CTZ  participate  in  Opn  "Rio  Blanco", 
the  first  Joint/ccsaDlned  operation  in  I  CTZ.  Other  units 
were  ARTN^  VN  Rangers,  Korean  Marines,  and  D.S,  Marinos, 

Det  B-50  (Project  Omega)  participated  in  Opn  Blackhauk 
in  II  CTZ  frcm  12  Roveraber  -  3  December  66,  Extremely 
successful  ;ln  gathering  Intelligence  for  use  in  planning 
future  FVeiar  operations, 

M3F  Operation  Blackjack  22  carapleted. 


Three  new  CIDG  caitips  opened  (Con  Thion,  Cau  Song  Be,  and 
Ira  Cu), 


Operation  Blackjack  Ijl  initiated  in  IV  CTZ,  Significant 
in  driving  VC  out  of  their  lofig  secure  base  area  In  seven 
mountains  region, 

(Feb)  Operation  Gatling  (H  CTZ)  ccaiducted  by  ICQ.st  Airborne 

Divisi.on  with  CIDG  and  Mike  Force  showed  that  largo 
CIDG  provLslonel  battalion  could  be  gathered  from  diverse 
Buurcee  and  operate  as  a  unit  within  a  short  span  of  time. 
Operation  Sam  Houston  conducted  by  hth  Infantry  Division 
and  CIDG  in  II  CTZ,  Operation  Pershing  conducted  in  II 
CTZ  by  1st  Cavalry  Division  with  CIDG, 

M3F  expanded?  Operations  continue  in  all  four  CTZ's, 
Blackjack  31  completed  in  IF  CTZ  on  7  February,  ?6  snergy 
killed. 

Heavy  contact  with  battalion  siae  NVA  units  by  CIDG  and 
Kike  Force  near  camp  Bu  Dop  in  m  CTZ. 

CIDG  camps  opened  at  To  Chau  and  Phuoc  Tay  in  IV  CTZ, 

(Mar)  CIDG  and  Mike  Force  units  near  Bu  Dop  again  establish 

heavy  contact  with  two  NVA  battalions. 

Heavy  fighting  involving  CIDG  arid  Mike  Force  against  a 
VC  Battalion  accotnpanies  opening  of  Camp  My  An  in  IV  CTZ, 

CIUQ  camps  opened  at  Prek  Klok  and  Tong  Le  Chon  in  HI  CTZ. 
CIDG  camps  at  Go  Dau  Ka,  Soui  Da,  and  Xora  Cat  in  III  CTZ 
were  closed. 
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(Jun) 
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■its/Activit.  -a  from  Janceoy  196U  to  April  IS , 


(Cc^-»d) 


MGF  operation  Blackjack  32  (III  CTZ)  conducted  1!?  March  - 
3  April  ~  26  enemy 

1st  mass  parachute  assault  by  OSASF  and  MIKE  Force  to 
initiate  operation  Harvest  Moon  and  the  opening  of  ClDa 
camp  Bunard  in  III  CTZ, 

Camp  Prek  Klok  attacked  by  estimated  t?fO  VC  battalions  on 
111  April.  First  such  attack  since  Ashau  in  March  1966, 

Operation  Francis  Marion  conducted  in  II  CTZ  by  lith  Infan¬ 
try  Divlalon  with  OPCCH  over  five  camps. 

Blackjact  12,  a  reconnaissance  in  force  operation,  was 
conducted  In  I  CTZ,  63  ''TC  KIA. 

Operation  Blackjack  33  was  completed  in  HI  CTZ  (27  April  - 
2I1  May).  First  MGF  operation  employed  in  conjunction  with 
lilRP  teams  (Bet  B-56  -  Sigma),  Highly  effective.  320 
eneiny  KIA. 

Thf  first  CIDG  Camp  (Plei  Mrong)  was  turned  over  to  VNSF 
control  and  USASF  detachment  withdrawn  on  1  May, 

Camp  Lani?  V'el  (l  CTZ)  attacked  by  company  size  KVA  force 
on  li  May.  Enen^'  platoon  penetrated  but  was  eJeclTed.  Camp 
suffered  heavy  damage. 

Camp  Con  Thien  (I  CTZ)  attacked  by  an  estimated  two  Bat¬ 
talions  of  NVA  on  8  May,  Jointly  defended  by  BSMC,  DSASF, 
and  CIDG.  212  confirmed  eneny  killed. 


Two  Hike  Force  companies  conducted  a  parachute  assault  1" 
seven  mountains  region,  IF  CTZ,  as  part  of  operation  Black- 
Jack  111  on  13  May. 

CIDG  from  Detachment  A-106  in  I  CTZ  participated  in  oper¬ 
ation  "Malheur"  with  elements  of  TF  Oregon,  21  enemy 
killed  in  action  credited. 


In  IF  CTZ  much  effort;  was  devoted  to  preparation  for  the 
floods  expected  in  the  plain  of  reeds  In 'September  and 
October,  A  training  program  with  emphasis  on  boat  tactics 
and  operations  was  conducted.  Camps  were  prepared  to 
conduct  maximum  offensive  operations  utlliwlng  alrboato, 
assault  boats,  and  sampans, 

COL  Jonathan  F,  Ladd  assumes  command  of  the  5th  SFGA. 

Second  CIDG  camp  (Vinh  Gia)  transferred  to  VNSF  control 
on  27  Jun. 
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Sienifioant  Events/Activ_^les  from  January  196U  to  April  ^,y68  (Cont'a, 

(Jun)  From  10  Apr  -  155  Jun,  Cet  B-52  (Project  Delta)  conductad 

U7  reconnaissance  operations  In  Ashau  Valley,  I  CTZ.  Ij6 
enemy  ^^lA,  Valuable  intelligence  collected  on  enemy 
troop  movomenta,  Kj.S8ion8,  and  capabilities, 

(Jul)  Operation  Blackjack  li2  completed  in  TV  CTZ  (3  Jun  -  2  Jul), 

Was  the  first  amphibious  in^’iltration  conducted  by  Special 
Forces  advised  elements  in  SVN.  20  VC  KIA. 

Airboat  facility  at  Cau  Lanh  in  IV  CTZ  was  attacked  by  VC 
on  3  and  U  July.  The  VC  realize  the  tactical  potential 
of  the  airboats  in  flooded  areas. 

Ofjer&tion  Blackjack  3^  (HI  CTZ)  conducted  from  I6  -  21 
J-jly,  VC  regiment  located.  126  enemy  KIA, 

CliXr  Cam])  Con  Thien  turned  ever  to  USMC  on  25  Jul, 

(Aug)  CIDG  camp  Tong  Le  Chon  (III  CTZ)  repelled  an  attack  by  a 

WVA  regiment  on  7  August.  The  enemy  suffered  1.52  con¬ 
firmed  KIA. 

Detachment  B-36  (Prov)  was  organized  to  furnish  HI  CTZ 
witbi  strategic  and  tactical  reconnaissance.  Impending 
transfer  of  OPCON  of  Project  Sigma  (B-56)  to  MACSOQ  would 
otherwise  leave  HI  CTZ  without  adequate  recon  capability, 

MGrF  Operation  Blackjack  28  was  completed  in  II  CTZ  (30 
Jul  -  22  Aug).  Conducted  in  conjunction  with  Operation 
Winfield  Scott,  21  enemy  KIA, 

(Sep)  Detachment  B-5^6  (Prov)  conducted  Operation  RAPIDFIRE  I  in 

HI  crz  (5  Scp  -  22  Sep),  I4I  reconnaissance  missions  con¬ 
ducted  utiliziAg  'OSASF,  MSF,  and  US  LRRP  personnel,  3h 
enemy  KIA  and  ionr  captxired. 

Heconnaissance  operation  Warch  I  conducted  by  Det  B-50 
(Omega)  from  C  Jul  -  3  Se]^.  2it  VC  KlA,  two  VC  captured. 

Operation  Seanurai  I  conducted  by  Det  R-52  (Delta)  in  I 
CTZ  and  included  2‘5  recoiuis'? ssanco  missions.  6o  enemy 
KIA,  13  captured, 

(Oct)  CIDG  camp  lac  Thien  (II  CTZ)  converted  to  RF  on  1  October, 

Mass  parachute  jump  by  a  59  man  pathfinder  team  and  296 
Mike  Force  troops  was  launched  on  5  October  to  open  CIDG 
camp  Bu  Prang  (II  CTZ). 
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As  of  10  October,  the  terms  >-lke  Force  ajid  Mobile  Guer¬ 
rilla  Force  were  changed  to  Mobile  Strike  Force,  The 
term  CIDG  includes  Mobile  Strike  Forces,  Camp  Strike 
Forces,  and  Combat  Reconnaissance  Platoon  troops. 


Operation  Samurai  II  (Project  Delta)  completed  in  I  CTZ 
(l6  Sep  -  16  Oct),  31  reconnaissance  missions  conducted, 
29  VC  KIA,  lU  captured. 


CIDG  camp  Tuong  Hoe  closed  on  25  October. 

Project  Sigma  (Det  B-56)  conducted  reconnaisance  oper¬ 
ation  SHOR'fSTOP  in  IH  CTZ  during  8-25  October.  117 
enemy  killed. 


CIDG  camp  at  I*oc  Ninh  (lH  CTZ)  and  elements  of  1st  D.S. 
Infantry  Division,  who  reinforced  on  the  2nd  day,  repelled 
attacks  by  three  battalions  of  VC/tfVA  from  29  Oct  -  2  Nov. 
Camp  I*oc  Ninh  credited  with  l8h  enemy  KIA,  Full  benefits 
of  preparation  made  for  flood  operations  in  IV  CTZ,  were 
not  realized  because  heavy  flooding  did  not  occur  as  ex¬ 
pected. 


CIDG  camps  Tanh  Linli  in  II  CTZ  and  Ha  Tien  and  Tlnh  Blen 
in  IV  CTZ  were  converted  to  RF  on  31  October, 


(Hov)  OPCON  of  pi’ojects  Omega  and  Sigma  (Det  B-5o)  and  (Det  B-56) 

transferred  to  MACSOG  on  1  November. 


On  3  Nov,  a  Camp  Strike  Force  (CSF)  search  and  destroy 
operation  from  Det  A-502  established  contact  with  a  VC 
company  and  was  reinforced  by  MSF  from  Det  A-5Q3.  Results* 
23  VC  KIA. 


Operation  Blackjack  22A  was  completed  in  H  CTZ.  Suc¬ 
cessful  in  establishing  supply  chachea  and  cantured  large 
quantities  of  enemy  supplies,  ll*  NVA  KIA,  two  captured, 

CIDG  camp  Binh  Hung  (IV  CTZ)  closed  on  9  November, 

Between  25  and  28  Nov,  Dots  A-502  (CSF)  and  A— 503  l.MSF) 
participated  in  the  battle  of  Dien  Khanh  with  the  Nation¬ 
al  Police,  VN  Rangers,  and  a  ROK  battalion,  69  enemy  KIA, 

Operation  RAPIDFIRE  TV  (Det  B-36)  conducted  in  III  CTZ 
frcan  lU  -  26  Nov,  Task  Force  of  35  DSASF,  20  LRRP  (l3S), 
and  236  MSF  personnel.  Two  major  enemy  units  identified. 
One  enemy  battalion  base  camp  destroyed. 

CIDG  Camp  Due  Hu  (ill  CTZ)  opened, 

Det  B-20  officially  designated  as  H  CTZ  MSF  command  and 
control  detaciiment. 
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CIDG  camp  Mai  Tlnh  (II  CTZ)  converted  on  2  December  to 
EF/PF,  Camp  Vinh  Thanh  (II  CTZ)  transferred  to  VNSF  con¬ 
trol  on  2$  December,  Camp  Prek  Kick  (9  J^eo),  Trai  Bi  (l8 
Dec)j,  and  Hiep  Koa  (30  Dec)j  are  III  CTZ  camps  closed  on 
date  indicated.  Camp  Thlen  Ngon  (IH  CTZ)  opened  on  8 
Deoanber  and  on  20  December,  Camp  Tieu  Atar  (H  CTZ)  opened. 


DA  removed  balance  of  payments  exemption  froni  SWItCHhACh, 


KSF  expanded  to  authoriae  U?  companies,  18U  CIDG  per 
company. 

Operation  Sultan  (Project  Delta)  conducted  in  II  CTZ 
from  1-25  Dec.  Task  Force  included^  ten  recon  roadrun- 
ner  teams,  three  companies  from  ARVN  9l3t  Ranger  Bn,  and 
one  CIDG  platoon,  Eooatdd  numberous  trail  networks  and 
enemy  base  canps. 

Operation  Sultan  II  (Project  Delta)  conducted  in  II  CTZ 
frcsn  5  Jan  -  26  Jan.  Located  and  identified  local  force 
VC  and  NVA  infiltration  routes  and  fortifications  through 
Kontm  Province. 

RAPIDFIIffi  V  (8  Dec  -  25  Jan)  conducted  by  Dat  B-36  In  lH 
CTZ  tn  conjunction  with  the  US  25th  Inf  Div  Operation 
TELLOWSTCXffi.  Enemy  losses:  53  FIA  and  five  captured. 

Camp  ify  Dien  II  (IV  CTZ)  opened  on  20  Jan,  CIDG  camp  Van 
Canh  (ll  CTZ)  converted  to  RF/PF, 

Enemy  TET  Offensive  Initiated  throughout  HVN  on  30  Jfm. 

CIDG  forces  demonstrated  that  they  are  a  reliable  combat 
force  even  though  the  street  fighting  tactics  they  utilized 
in  forcing  the  enetiy  from  major  cities  were  vastly  differ¬ 
ent  from  the  tactics  in  which  they  were  trained, 

CIDG  Camp  Lang  Vei  (I  CTZ)  overnin  on  7  Feb  by  UVA  tanks 
accompanied  by  infantry.  First  combat  utilization  of 
tanks  by  epeiny  in  RVN. 

CIDG  Camp  Katum  (ill  CTZ;  opened  on  21  Feb, 

GVN  draft  law  (l5  March)  created  an  immediate  and  pre¬ 
viously  unavailable  recruitment  potential  to  support  ex¬ 
pansion  in  the  number  of  CIDG  units, 

MSF  Strike  Force  comoanies  expanded  froin  li  to  5  in  CTZj 
9  to  12  in  II  CTZ,  5  to  7  in  HI  CTZ,  and  from  6  to  10 
in  IV  CTZ. 
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Det  E-Ijli  on  Phu  Quoc  I«fland  closed.  CIDO  training  center 
moved  from  Phu  Quoc  to  To  Chau,  MSF  at  To  Chau  moved  to 
Hoc  Hoa.  GIK}  Camp  at  Hoc  Hoa  moved  to  Tanh  Tri.  Pet 
B-4O  moved  to  Can  Tho  as  command  and  control  headquarters 
of  IV  CTZ  MSF. 


Delta  Falcon  operations  initiated  in  IV  CTZ  under  command 
and  control  of  UU  STZ.  Experiences  early  successes  in 
utilization  of  CIDG  and  other  allied  forces  to  furnish  an 
Immediate  reaction  force  capability  to  follow  up  on  visual 
reconnaissance  sightings. 

(Apr)  First  employment  of  an  integrated  MSF  and  LRRP  (US)  task 

force  In  II  CTZ  (lO  Mar  -  5  Apr),  Personnel  assets  from 
Detachme.nt  B-20  (MSF)  and  E  Company,  US  20th  Inf  (LRRP), 
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*  Stren^h  of  185  personnel  included  three  stz-man  recon 
squads  (one  per  rille  platoon). 


!  S00RCE3 

I*.  The  n,S,  SMclal  Foi-cos  CIDG  Kiaaioo  ia  Viat.isn  (D),  Spacial  Operation 
Eesearch  (SOftO),  the  American  Onlversityj  Novataber  196l». 

2,  Coot  Analysis  of  Covj-i  ter  insurgency  iiand-Oombat  Oporatlons,  Vi^itnain  19^7- 
1964  (^0,  Volumes  i  and  II,  Research  Analysis  Corpbivitions^ 1  June  1967. 

3.  USASF  Operations  in  HVN  under  the  CIDG  Program  196l-1961»  (0),  Research 
Ajjalysia  corporations,  ^prll  1966., 

li.  Interview  of  Colonel  Schererj  Director  Counterinsurgency  Office  Oklnawaj 
conducted  by  Uth  Military  History  Detachment,  date  unknown. 

5th  Special  Forces  Group  (Abn)  quarterly  Operational  Reports A^s sons 
Learned,  July  I966  through  January  1968, 

6,  Records  and  briefing  notes  of  principal  staff  sections  (S3,  SU,  3$,  COMPT), 
HQ  5th  SFGA. 

7.  Interview  of  Major  Charles  Darnell  (first  "Eagle  Flight"  comnander) j  con¬ 
ducted  by  21st  Military  History  Detachment,  3  November  1967, 

8,  Records  of  principal  staff  sections,  Vietnamese  Special  Forces  High  Gobi- 
mand, 

9.  Informal  interviews  of  OSASF  personnel. 
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